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4 May 1965

DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENTY
SUURCESMETHUDSEXEMPHON3928

NAZI .
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD NAR CRIMES D) SCLOSURE AG]
_ BATE 2007
SUBJECT: Discussion with Aleksei KURGVEL About Any Information
’ ' He Might Have on the Ado BIRK Case

1. On 29 April 1965, in an informal note to ¢ 3., Chief,
CI/R&A, I mentioned that subject might have information concerning the
case of Ado BIRK et, al. L 3 suggested that the appropriate
question he put to subject and that he be asked to write up his answer.

2. Therefore I contacted subject's'immediate supervisor, = .
Jd of SR (ext. 6587) and, at her request, explained the
general nature of my interest to L <, the SR case officer.
I explained that our interest is in a ‘historical matter, i.e., a case of
the 1920's and we hoped that subject might remember some of the details.
c Jand 3 suggested that subject phone me and that
I state my request directly to him. The case officer had no objection to

subject's writing out his answer on a time-available basis.

3. Shortly after this:talk, subject telephoned me and, after
exchanging the normal pleasantries, I asked him if he recalled some of
the sensational Soviet operations cases which made the headlines in the
- late 1920's and early 1930's. Subject\said that he did indeed remember
the cases of that day, including the famed "Trust'" case as well as the
Ado Birk, Kursk and Opperput matter., He promised to write up whatever
he recalls and also to provide a listing of any overt materials which he
knows as containing information about these matters.

4, For personal reasons subject and his family have resided in
New York City for the past ten years or more and he has been and still
commutes to see his wife as often as practical (i.e., about every other
week). In posing my request, subject explained that he would have to
look through his personal materials of that period at home (i.e., in New
York City). He thinks that among papers of that vintage, he might have
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some items of pertinence to the matter at hand. In particular, he thought
that he had some materials concerning Kursk. In this connection, he
mentioned that he had just returned from New York City and would not be
going up until the weekend of May 14-16. I said that it would be fine if he
could check his materials at that time.

5. I thanked subject for his interest and suggested that, if he had
any questions as he wrote up his knowledge, he call me either directly or
through E J , whichever she prefers. Subject wanted to know
if there was any deadline or urgency and I told him that his supervisor had
agreed to his doing this on a time-available basis and that there is no

particular urgency.
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4 May 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Discussion with Aleksei KURGVEL About Any Iaformatlon
He Might Have on the Ado BIRK Case

1. On 29 April 1965, in an informal note to = ). Chief,
CI/R&A, ] mentioned that subject might have information concerning the
case of Ado BIRK et. al. T =] suggested that the appropriate
question be put to subject and that he be asked to write up his answer.

2. Therefore I contacted subject's immediate :npervlsor. (.

. 2 of SR (ext. 6587) and, at her request. explained the
gencral nature of my interest toC » the SR case officer.

I explained that our interest is in a historical matter. f.e., a case of =
the 1920's and we hoped that subject might remember some of the details.
L D and © -~ 1 suggested that subject phone me and that

I state my reqnest directly to him. The case officer had no objection to
subject's writing out his answer on a time-available basis.

' 3. Shortly after this:talk, subject telephoned me and, after
exchanging the normal pleasantries, I asked him if he recalled some of
the sensational Soviet operations cases which made the headlines in the
late 1920's and early 1930%s. Subject said that he did indeed remember
the cases of that day, including the famed "Trust'! case as well as the
Ado Birk, Kursk and Opperput matter. He promised to write up whatever
he recalls and also to provide a listing of any overt materials which he
knows as containing information about these matters.

4. For personal reasons subject and his family have resided in
New York City for the past ten years or more and he has been and still
commutes to see his wife as often as practical (i.e., about every other
week). In posing my request, subject explained that he would have to
look through his personal materials of that period at home (i.e., in New
York City).  He thinks that among papers of that vintage, he might have
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some items of pertinence to the matter at hand. In particular, he thought
that he had some materials concerning Kursk. In thia connection, he
mentioned that he had just returned from New York City and would not be
going up until the weekend of May 14-16. I said that it would be fine if he
could check his materials at that time. .

5. Ithanked subject for his interest and suggested that, if he had
any questions 8s he wrote up his knowledge, he call me either directly or
through 3, whichever she prefers. Subject wanted to know
i{f there was any deadline or urgency and I told him that his supervisor had
agreed to his doing this on a time-available basis and that there is no
particular urgency. '
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4 May 19653

'MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJEGT:W-’Di'-scuasion with Aleksei KURGVEL About Any-Information
He Might Have on the Ado BIRK Case :

1. On 29 April 1965, in an informal note to [ 3., Chief,
CI/R&A, I mentioned that subject might have information concerning the
case of Ado BIRK et. al. T - 1 suggested that the appropriate
question be put to subject and that he be asked to write up his answer.

2. Therefore I contacted subject's immediate supervisor, T.
] A of SR (ext. 6587) and, at her request, explained the
general nature of my interest to .. 4., the SR case officer.
I explained that our interest is in a historical matter, i.e., a case of
the 1920's and we hoped that subject might remember some of the details.
| J andT 7 suggested that subject phone me and that
I state my request directly to him. The case officer had no objection to
subject's writing out his answer on a time-available basis.

3. Shortly after thisitalk, subject telephoned me and, after
exchanging the normal pleasantries, I asked him if he recalled some of
the sensational Soviet operations cases which made the headlines in the
late 1920's and early 1930%s. Subject said that he did indeed remember
the cases of that day, including the famed "Trust'" case as well as the -
Ado Birk, Kursk and Opperput matter. He promised to write up whatever
he recalls and also to provide a listing of any overt materials which he
knows as containing information about these matters.

4. For personal reasons subject and his family have resided in-
New York City for the past ten years or more and he has been and still
commutes to see his wife as often as practical (i.e., about every other
week). In posing my request, subject explained that he would have to
look through his personal materials of that period at home (i.e., in New
York City). He thinks that among papers of that vintage, he might have




SECRET

some items of pertinence to the matter at hand. In particular, he thought
that he had some materials concerning Kursk. In this connection, he
mentioned that he had just returned from New York City and would not be

. going up until the weekend of May 14-16. I said that it would be fine if he

could check his materials at that time.

5. I thanked subject for his interest and suggested that, if he had
any questions as he wrote up his knowledge, he call me either directly or
through C A, whichever she prefers. Subject wanted to know
if there was any deadline or urgency and I told him that his supervisor had
agreed to his doing this on a time-available basis and that there is n
particular urgency.. ' , :
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Attached is the CI/OA card on Aleksei

KURGVEL, an Estonian major and member of
Estonian military intelligence before WW II. Durihg
the war he \;zorked for the Ab.wehr and came to
KUBARK/OPC in ca 1951, He is still with us and
now works for the DODS sh;)p that used to be SR/DOB.
‘1 have known him since 1949 and ‘recall that
he-has a. keen memory. He should know detailvs of»‘
the Ado BIRK,. et. al, éase. As I recall he was.

never fully debriefed.
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