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The author, Masanobu TAO,Ii a former Japanese army
colonel who was recognised as
one of its moat brilliant staff of-
fixers during the period when
Japan's militaristic and lm'
perialistic sun reached In zenith
and when it !Medi plummetedto oblivion on August 15, ISIS.

Underground Escape is the
first of a aeries of six best•selling
documentary books by Mr.
Tsuji. The nther books aredetailed and authoritative re-
ports of the Japanese army, its
pi•oblems and Ile activities InManchuria, Guadslcatal, Burma
and Singapore. The first volume
describes Mr. Tsuirs experiencesfollowing Japan's surrender
until  his unexpected re-a p•
'retavvronce in Japan three years'
j.PurIng those three years, he
, cast off his unIfohn and the

athoritq' llorprestige which
.101g beeet.the eotteornItantof being an officer' of the Jape-nese.. army and traveled In the

robes of an ithurantragged priest and the padded
gown ota Chinese in a Journeythat cdvered 7,500 miles from
Bangkok, through French Indo-china and into China by way of

,	 Shanghai until re finally
Kunming. Chungking, Nanking
and '
;returned on May 26. 1945, to •
'defeated, prostrate Japan.
• Of considerable Mterest today
is Mr. Tsuji's analysis of the
growing power of communism'in Southeast and East Asia. The
description of the internal
sension and corrupt conditionsthat drove the epeoples Ir. theseareas to oppose existing gov-
ernments and yield to the
tempting promises of the Corn•
muhists in their own land re-presents, • clarification of thechallenge faced by the free
world in checking the awes-:sire advance of the Red Starithroughout	 •

In 'his'ffirtwortsgr. 'Tsuji
Ikeit ihallePtfit-'111:11alead *tit*theIgdure"417,4aill 'at l sal, itsiot ,vilth-"the nine 'Of-AViletor
natinial:.-'bittoeitii“thesyrapathitic .. suffering 7.or., One thatlasted bitter. detest.' I woulddeem it an unexpected happi-
neat If from these .pages the
throbbing feelings and aspire-(ions of the peoples of Asia can
be caught.'

Through the help of the
Chungking Government under-
ground 'system which controlled.1,500,000 Chinese •residents In
Thailand, the author, •declaring
Ms hope to meet Generalissimo
Chiang Kelchek and Ida trustedadviser,' Gin. 'Tel LI, to (pen
tile way for Japanese-Chine col-
laboration. was able to cross
frontiers into China.
•.4ft7r PeRtha 9(114td91111, 11)4clingers,lir. Tsuji reach.

ed Chungking. But before a
meeting . with ..Generellselmo
Chiang , and Gen. Tel was
achieved, disaster struck whenthe aircraft carrying' Gen: Tai
from.• Tidngttie, to . Chungking
crashed, killing the..ente -man
who with., in the author'sOpinion, the only person in a
nositton, AO give counsel . toChiang Kai-shek, Gen. TMwas
the key. 'man in the Chinese
underground . and espionage
system working . against the
Japanue. army in China, but
there edited a• comradeship bee
tween him and Mr. Tsuji he-
cause of their common faith in
the ideals of an East Asia federa-
tion though' the two men had
never Met. Mr. Tsuji describes
Gen. TM u a man of great
personal courage and integrity.

With Gen. Tars death, the
author lost his hopes for echlev•log his dreams of Sino-Japanese
cooperation, bu t he wrote
several letters to Chhing Kat
their, one being written In
blood, and receiving favorable
replies but nothing concrete
came of this correspondence

Of considerable historical In-terest is the revelation by Mr.
Tsuji In his letters to General.,ssitno Chiang of he close and
sympathetic Interest and desire

held CAA.	 Japan
, and his brothersi Princes Chic14-
: liii iiitr •MIVide," 'to tistabilet
' friendly ii..' with chink and
I concrete 'efforts by then - dUring
, the period 'from 1992 to 1944
I to achieve this hope era de.
'scribed.

1

 Chiang Kalchek is greatly
admired by Mr. Tsui( as asimple, uncorrupt and honest
leader, but he was also a leader
Isolated from the realities,

' particularly after the death of
Oen. Tel, no one having thecourage to proffer unpleasant
information or advice.Mr. Tsuji interprets . thereasons for the faUure of Gen.George C. Marshall's mission to
China to lie In the American

. fallacy that the Chinese revolu-
•lion and the rise to power of
the Chinese Communist Party
were modern democratic re-

; volutions. The author views
e the events as being merely a.change of dynasties and ruling
'classes without the full supportand trust of the people. 1

Having abandoned his hopesto achieve his mission in
Chins, Mr. Tie* in..ittne, „ 1016,

,wywrc.K.wwerGeeletitud',-1110..litewlillealaviv.utieras
i.ctdeoplute.:Clif'Ilte.:=1"t

his CrilUngneestA01,00-ativitted
OM hlidetriefOr,A0-4A011iiali

ElabOridel ,'1111 . a- tier,:erinilital'. ...
lienveiOrdeis aline.:14:Mr.

Tiuji to'go-to •Nanldisg,
, he was put to work preparingmanuals of operations for

Nationalist troops in Manchuria,
and to give lectures on , a corn.'
posit, survey of a possible third
world war to high-ranking offi-cers in the Nationalist Defense
Ministry.The author at that time pre-
dicted that the third world warwould occur between 1950 and1155 as the Soviet Union would
have completed its fourth Five.;Year .Plan and as • the U.S. 'aid;to Western Europe would 'bear -
fruit about this time." He alsoforecast that Huila would'1pewees . ..the Morale 'bomb by
that time -.He •itie America's
Industrial strength far outpleIngthat of the Soviet Upton but
that 049.;ffittf1t07.0.414.442
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The..	 .	 ..	 . r,..,
dictedi.bi . ' ice, ' I - -Vin
Europe. and. the Par Mast wouldbe a., secondary .liattleileleL Hesaw the Soviet Vidon forced to
limit its troopcirtltut Asia to
less. than :SO:divisions :since theciptiffity.•: of the ..Tiani-filberlsn
Railway was incapable of sup.plying ligreeter force. But this
vieWemadiAirituised onAthir crud
thit.tKilltitiOnallet GovernmentUntrelled1"Manchnril, 'Stott:, thatthe United Andes . had,', ikria, • aek
end air •baseuixt,the • China 002'tliAirit,. ' '... ' lli! ''..li.Otli0144d;: Boyle,'support for' thli.T.P$11ffie".C.Othmut* t In a ."' progratit . 'M 4-create
a °vast buffer Lore In China andNorth, Korea, ...•-, .	 .	 .	 .Underground Escape provides
Interesting reifengeither • as anadventure story or as one soMeeof a keen analysh of Asia's (mu.'bin and problems by a former
key strategist of the Japtuu:ae
army. For the Western•rvader,the book supplies Informativedetails' of the life, habits andmentality of a section of the
Asian population-0.Y. Soma-s kawe.
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