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. UImERGROTND. |
-] Masanedu Teujl, Pu

Robert Booth and Toere "Yukuda, |
CPO Box 1088, Tokyo, 198 pages. |

The author, Masanobu Taujl,
ls a former Japaneae army
lone! who was recognixed as
one of Its most brililant stafl of-
ficers during the period when,
militaristic and Im

perialistic sun reached !ia genith
and when It Anally plummeted
to obllvion on August 18, 1045.
Underground Escape ls the
first of a acries of slx best-selling
documeniary booke b Me|
Tsuji. The nther booka are
detalied and authoritative re-
ports of the Japanese army, iLs
roblems and ita activities In
anchuria, Guadalear.al, Burma
and Singapore, The first volume
describex Mr. Taujl's experiences
foliow} Japan's  surrender
|ur|ul his  unexpeected rc-ap-
arance In Japan three years,
ater,
| Puring those three years, he
JJcast off his unifobm and the
lugborlty Tnd™ prestige which
Jang been the' concomitant
of being an oficer of the Ja
nese army and traveled in the

cnlnn‘nknnd into China by way of;
Kunming, Chungking, Nanking
and Shanghat untit be finally
returned on May 20, 1948, (0 &;
!dot«ud. prostrate Japan. !

Of conslderable ‘nterest today-
is Mr. Tsuji's analysis of the
growing power of communism'
In Southeast and East Asts. The
description of the internal dis-
sension and corrupt conditions
that drove thetpeoples ir. these
aress to oppose existing gov-
ernments and yleld to the
tempting promises of the Com-
muhists in thelr own land re-
presents a clarification of the
chalienge faced by the free

world 1n checking the aggres-
‘sive advance ol"{he Redm

Star

ring ot o
faited’ bittér: defedt.’, < 1 woa)
deem it an. unexpected happi-
ness If from these pages the
throbbing feelings and aspira-
tions of the peoples of Asia can
be caught” .. X

Through the help of the
Chungking Government under-
ground system which controiled
1,500,000 -Chinese -residents -in
Thailand, -the author, declaring|
his hope to meet Generallssimo|
Chiang Kai-shek and his trusted
adviser, Gan. ‘Tal LI, to rpen
the way for JapanaseChina cok
laboration, was able to cross
frontiers into China.

AL TR e

ed Chungking. But before a
meeting . wi - (enerallasimo
Chiang and’ Gen. Tal was

achieved, disaster struck when’
the alreraft carrylng Gen, Tai
trom.: Tsinglao. .to . Chungking
arashed, klliing: the..one -man
who . wis,. fn  the aiuthor's
oplnion, the only person in a;

sition. to. give - counsel’. to;

'hiang Kal-ghek, Gen. Tal was
the key ‘man in -the Chinese
underground . and ..esplonage
system . working against the
Japanese. army in China, but
there existed a- comndelhlf be-
tween him. and. Mr.” Taujt be-
cause of thelr common faith in
the ideals of an East Asla feders-
tion though' the two men had
never met. Mr, Tsujl describes
Gen. Tai a5 a man of great
personal courage and integrity.
With Gen. Tal's death, the
author lost his hopes for achley-
ing his dreams of Sino-Japanese

cooperation, but  he wrote
several letters to Chiang Kai-
shek, one being written (n

blood, and recelving favorable
replies but nothing concrete

came of this correspondence,

Of considerable nistorical in-
terest ls the revelation by Mr.
Taujl In his letters to General
issimo Chllnf of *he close and

n

sympathetic interest and desire
held Bmperor 0
A B G

apan
,and his brol i Chicli
B A MDA, o estabileh
ifrlendly tiea’ with Chins, and
concrete ‘efforts by them'durin
the period -from 1633 to 1
Ito achleve this hope are de-
lycvibed,

Chiang Kal:shek is greatly
admired by Mr. Teuji as a
simple, uncorrupt and honest
!leader, but he was aiso a leader
Isolated from the realities,
‘particularly after the death of
Gen. Tsl, no one having the
courage to proffer unpleasant
fnformation or advice.

Mr. Tsujl * Intlerprets . the
reasons for the fallure of Gen.
George C. Marshall's mission to
China to lle in the American
fallacy that the Chinese revolu-
‘tlon and the rise wnmm of
the Chinese Commu Party
‘were modern democratic re-
i volutions. The author views
ithe events as being mnlﬁ »
change of dynasties and rul

1 ithout the full support
and trust of the people. ]
Having abandoned his hopes
tw achieve mission n

his
in

osite survey of a possible third
slorld war to high-ranking off-
cers in the Nationalist Defense
Minlstry.,

The author at-that time pre-
dicted that the third world war
would occur between 1830 and
1055 as the Soviet Unlon would
have completed its fourth Five-;
Year Plan and ss the US. ald
to Western Europe would “beer;
fruit .about this time.” He also.
forecast mq:n‘ au:hbo v;ou;d‘
possess -.the _atomic boml
that tme. He .saw Amerlcl)l,
industrial stréngth far ouipdeing
that of the ‘bug
that. tha. la

[
e pawe
[dicted; " De
s ”p'""mnd-qd‘ y mun o]

890 ;battef 0
saw the Soviet Unioa forced 1o
limit: its troops:in Bast Asla to
less. than 30 divisions since the

apacity: th berian

ne In China and

Underground Escape provides
lntemqu_rgjlmnganh’;r‘u an
adventure story oras one source
of & keen analysis of Asla's trou.’
blet ‘and problems by a former
key atrategist of the Japanise
army. For the Western .riader,
the hook supplies informative
detills of the life, habits and
mentality of a section of the
Asfan  population—G.Y. Some-
kawa,




