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Source, Operational Data, and Comments:

1, Ipnform:tion in this report was elicited from ISUJI at the same time as
that of 2J1~753. The exact date of ithe interviéw is not known even to
Source, since TTUJI did not give it, but it 1s believec to be mid-September.

2, Probably the best title for tiis revort would be "mind of a Japanese
1Bourbon militarist' at work!. bhe feel certain that TSUJI is not alone
in the crass, brazenly unrepentant opindons he nolds, though few are stupid
enough (or frank ensugh: take your choice!) to express them to foreign
newsmen., We personally cmbhardly disagree as e result with TSUKA#OTO's
description of TSGJI given in ZJL-747.

23 Nobember, 1951,
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Subject: ITLJI Fosonobu: Viewa on Hearm—Report No: 2JL-74¢ (PD#32€)

ament and Other !atters.
Date of Information: Septeitber, 1Y51

Place Acquired: Tokyo, Japan Date Acquired: 5 October, 1951

Evaluation: (-3 Date of Report: 23 ioveiber, 1951

Source: C- 3

1. On 27 September, 1951, Source had c lengthy conversation witlf TSUJI lesanobu,
who divulged the following irformation to him concerning an interview he
hod hrd a short while before with an American newspaper correspondent,

(The following s quoted by Source fram 1SLJI.)

a, "A North American ..ewpaper Alliance correspondent visited my home the
other day with an interpreter. le wanted .n interview with me. I did
not ask his nome, nor did he offer it either. I could see that he was
still a youug and pure-minded individual, rot a trickster. I declined
his request [or en interview, Since he hung erownd the gate of rmy house
for sone tie aflerva:cs, and did not show any signs of going home,
however, I finally called him in out of pity and met with him on the
condition that the period would not be more than tKen minutes. Actuslly,
howevcr, my telk with him exceeced ten minutes and lasted about an hour.

b. PAt {irst, he eskec for ny opinions on the crming of Japen. ify enswer
was: 'A veriety of opinions are repvorted not only here but throughout
the world on the rearmament of Japen, OSuch debetos are elready a weste
of tine. Vhat steps did Stalin take for Eastern Ceimmny? Did he hesi-
‘tate over petty argurents? How is the rearmanent of Japan treated in
the draft of the Japancse Peace ireaty? Lven Stalin hins tacitly recog-
nized the necessity of rearmament for Japan. Tre only cuestion rerain- -
ing is: what reans shoula be taken for the implementation of prompt
and efficient rearmament. Tlie step-b; -step reinforcement of the
existing IFR (Police lieserve) is one way., To cope with an emergency,
however, this course is all but worthless, In view of the slouness of
the training progrem for the KPR, 1ittle help is held for the future
of it. Approximately =:x million men of the Japanese Arryy were mobilized
in the late Pacific lar., Only 10% of them, it is true, could be rromptly
made ¢vailable for defense even if equipped with arms, Iiievertheless,

I believe it to be far more acvisable to raise aprroximately 600,000
of these old soldiers of strong health and excellent : ental ability,
orgenize a "liomeland Defeise Volunteers Corps" in each local. district,
provide them with U.S, arms and equipment, give them a culck re-~truining,
and turn tbem into a supplementary or auxiliary force to the I'FR, How-
ever, we must take cognisance espucially of ‘the fact that America has
never given military aid to foreign countries since the end of the war.
vithout dispetching a nilitary missicn there also which.interfered with
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even the most petty details of training. Inasmuch as such an inter-
ference in many cures disreg.rds the tracition and peculiarities of each
country, it is liable to cause unfavorable reactions. As imerica has
once decided to lease its own arms to other countries, it is natural
that it should give a surf{icient direction and training on the handling
of these arms. But if America were to hold to a policy of non-inter-
ference in other respects in cace of Je.pnn, I thi k a stronger Army
could be established within a short period.?

c. "%ihat do you think of General Hidzeway?¥ %he reporter asked the second
i question. Iy reply was: 'I am not particularly concerned with t..omal :
; Ridgway. I think that it was a worthy event that Gensral Ridgway pa:In ‘
8 visit to the Emperor the other day. The visit wes of great value to !
{ establish real under:tanding of the spirit of the Jepenese subjects. .
; But, if I am allowed to voice a candid opinionon this matter, America ;
wes too late in having Ridgway call on the Emperor. If the call had ]
busn paid a yrar earlier, its effect would bave been greater. I am :
: afraid, however, that such a thing could hardly be understood by ki
i Americans unless they had a far more thorough knowle-ge of the traditbnal - ‘
: aspect of this country. If General RIDGWAY were to perform e morial :
service for the spirits of the war-dead at Yagukuni Shrine in Tokyo, and o
arrange for the return of the ashes and remains of Japansse soldiers = . ;
left on South Facific islands to their femilies, what & good and im- : .
" measurable effect.that would bave upon the people of Japan is beyond = - . |
your imegination., We should mot sit by idly to see the Japansse. poli-. = !
ticians,who do not feel shameful in the least to discard war-bereaved .-~ =
families into the lowest stratum of society, do noth:l.ng hile woulnded
soldiers-are ‘loitering on the streets like beggams. ‘- If America truly . . i
wishes to restore an effectives Army in Japan, it ahould recognize thaae oo
things first of &ll." )

d. "To his third question, ‘What is yowr role in the rearmament program !
of Jepan?', my answer was a question: 'I am at present a purgee who I
is regarded as an undesirable element by both the American and Japanese [
govermments., Morecever, I have been indicted by the ‘Japenese government S
as &' criminal suspect. Such being my precant situation, what poesible !
role could be given to me?'"
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