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TSUJI Masanobu (*11929/2398/0207), & former colonel who won a Diet seat in
the October 1952 elections, seems to have achieved his cutstanding victory
largely by his own efforts rather tban through the support of any orgeni-
sation of former mllitary men. He was elected from the First District in
Ishikawa~ken with 8 total of 64,912 votes ont of the 251,411 cast, and with
a plurality of 23,408 over his closest opponent.

An important source of TSUJI's strength was a large group of voters, who as
young men called up for conscription, were trained under him in the late
1920's and early 1930's, Vhen I[SUJI was commissioned a second lieutenant
about 1925, he was assigned ac an instructor for the district's conscripts
to the Seventh Regiment at its permanent station in Kanazawa-shi, Ishikawa-
ken, his native prefecture. It is estimated that TSUJI trajned about 16,00
young men in the eight years he held the assignment. Those whe survive are
between 40 and 50 years old; same are prominent residents of the district
and many others are solid, middle-class citisens.

Vost of TSUJI's campaign workers are believed to have been men whom he
trained in the arny. In any case, his supporters worked tirelessly, driving
vehicles, putting up election posters, and preparing halls for campaign
mestings. TSUJI is said to have spent almost no money on his election came

peign.
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