
MAPS
2598

DECLASSIFIED AND APPROVED FOR
RELEASE
BY THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE
AGENCY
DATE: 2001

Serial 0595052

(thrOstylm t Out. 1046)

Prams	 Director of intalligesse, 16D.G.8. and
Chief of Newel bitalliginsoo

?es	 Director of Contra

SUbjeats	 Iishington Deaummet Ouster, frenefer of

Enclosures (&) Study Entitled illetebliehment of a Central
bpoettory snd the Enos for Esspleitation
and Dissemination.? ell Captured Japanese
Doemente under one Central Government Agency.'

Soapy of Enclosure (1) is forwarded herewith
math the request that the Direetor of Centrel intelligens., in
secordeno. with pasegreph Moto of the President's letter of 22
Jimmasu71945, perform for the benefit of ell the intelligent'.
agencies the prooessing. dissemination end housing of ail
captured Japanese tbanawitts and that be furnials a final
repoeitmoyfor sews.

ILYT IMPAICIEBN?
OFFICE OF TES WISP CV ILTAL OPERATIONS

marrows 25 D.C.

/g/
Stephen J. Chaeberlin,
Major General.
Director of intelligence. 141).0.5.

/1/
Thos. D.
Rear Marais X.
Mist at Seoul intelligenee.
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To provide a central repository and the means for exploitation for all

captured Japanese documents held by government agouties undnr one oentral govern-

ment mono,:

FACTS SURING ON TIM PROM= 

2* /be Washington Demount Center (CDC) was estobliabed on 14 February 1946

under the Director of Noma Mangano, as a central agency for the handling of

capturnd Japanese documnnts pith close working liaison with PacMirs. On 9 April 1944

Pitcairn transferred their personnel to N.M.

3. Documents. 

(a) The Washington Document Center ()dvunoed) in Tokyo collected approx•

imately 600 tons of documents. The major portion of those or approximately

700.000 documents have boon reeeivod in W.D.C., Washington, D.C. This collection

is perhaps the met oomplote souroe of infornstiosa an the entire Far East in

the world today and contains information of value to our nany go7ernment aconcios

and industry.

The major Japanese sources oontributing to this oollottlon area

1.

1* Cabinet Seeretariat
2. Cabinet Personnel Wareau
3* Cabinet information Damen
4. Cabinet Otatistics Bureau
6. Cabinet Printing Burton
S. Patent Burson

7. Privy Council
a. Diet Secretariats
9. Foreign Ministry (and East Asia rinistry)
10. Nome Ministry
11. *tuitions Ministry
12. Fineman Ministry
13. Transport Ministry
14. Canon:* and Industry Ministry
16. Agriculture mid Forestry Ministry
16. Education Ministry

17. Central Meteorological Obesrvatory
16. Welfare Ministry
19. JUstice linistrs
20. Metropolitan Police Board
21. Military Police Headquarters
22. No. 1 Demobilisation Ministry (Army Vinietry)
23. Xo. 2 Demobilisation Ministry (Navy 'inistry)
34. South uanohurian Ralway Library
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South Manchurian RdIvey Library and the Vast Asia Research Institute Collection

deserves special mention. The former was ow of the major weapons in Japan's

expansionist program and a vital force in her dnaination of Manchuria and Worth

China. The library contained about 100,000 volumes end acme 500 periodical files,

these are, in the main, standard referenee works on all parts of East Asia, The

East Asia Researoh Institute was au organisation set up by the Japanese Government

to carry out researoh end act in an advisory oapacity on all kinds of Asiatic

problems. They prepared studies and compilations on natural resources, population

distribution, agricultural processes and similar subjects. A large staff of experts

in Asiatic languages, anthropology, geology, etc, was employed in the institute and

they accumulated a copious library, similar in contents to that of the 32aR, but of

a more technical nature. Sot* SKR and SARI were intelligence agencies which furnished

Imperial Japanese ORQ and other Imperial egenoies with •oonoid.o, political, sooiolog-
topograrhio and who's who intelligenee on strategic areas in the Par Wast,

Both of these oollations were impounded in total,

The Mitsubishi Research Library contains 50,000 volumes and is one of the b4at

libraries known on Asiatic 0 00/10111011, trade, finance, and industry and eventually
will be sent to WK.

(b) In additits to the foregoing captured Japanese documents, W.D.C. maintains

files of intelligence documents (in Snglish) on the Tar East, including translations,
•raeuated to the United States from such field intellicence agencies as WM (advenood.

ATTS, JICP0A, CIWCPAC-CINCP01, =TIC. IIATTECRAP, DUBS MID OSS.
(o) A Statistioal Summary for period 5 March 1946 to 9 September 1946 in

contained in Inclostum (A).	 E012958 3A1111101

4. A list of acenoies from whom requests for documents have been received, is

contained inanolosure (3). There a re 1763 requests now pending.

5. Personnels A total of 212 offiodrs, enlisted and civilian personnel from U.S.

Arm)', U.S.Navy, 	 ouress are presently employed in the Washingto:

Document Center as hosa in Maolosure (o).

6. Location and Spaces The Washington Dooulasut Center occupies the 4th, 5th and
6th floor* of the Steuart Building, looated at 5th and I streets, N.M. These three

floors oomprise en area of 35,526 square ferii#	 Library occupies
Appendix "A"	 "COPP
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prOximately 9.000 square feet. When all documents have been removed from oontainers

End placed on *elves, it is estimated that the library needs will 'mount to

17.000 square feet. The remainder of the *paps is required for personnel end the facill

ties needed in the processing and FOblimhing of documents.

DISCUSSION

6. Dee to limitations of funds and personnel, it has been jointly proposed that:

(a) The Ints/ligense Division. der Department will continue participation

with Office of Naval Intelli7euee at the Washington Document Center with present

strength until an or about 1 Oateber 1944.

(b) ?ma 1 October 1946 until . 1 tereeibor 1940 the Intelligence Divis'cn, War

Department:will participate in the exploitation of Japanese documents at Washingtc

Doeument Center at a redwood strength, utilising only offioer mad enlisted per.

(c) As of 1 Deeember 1646 Offiee of Myna Intelligence will assume responsi-

bility for the custody and maintenance of the Japanese documents hold t7'tbe

Washington Dooms:it Center, Intelligenoe Division participation will be limited

to that of a small liaison section whose fUnotion will be to serve the require-

ments of the intelligence Difilidd for Japanese Documents.

7. laployment of U.S. lorry personnel will be seriously reduced as the present

allows:6e is sob up as an intwris prejOst until 1 Decenber 1946. Only such personnel
.!

as san be provided froa other approved allowances can be nadaavailable after that dat

At the most, this can only be expected to provide library services until 1 July 1947

at which time other or final disposition at be made of theme documents.

S. The space now assigned the ltUdangton Documeut Center in the Steuart Building

mull nor:many emme up for review on 1 January 1947. However, pressure is new being

exerted to *outran as mueh as possible element space requirements and in particulsr

the Washington Document Center,

9. The importance of the full and timely exploitation of these doouments can no

be overemphasised. The Publications Board has expressed a special interest in 75.000

teohnical volumes of which number approximately 50,000 are patents. With the personme

currently available, it is anticipated that little beyond the complete cataloging

and filing can be accomplished by 1 DeceMber 1940.

10. At present thero exists no orfasimit omchligwiwith controllinv,, oporritu.Tzo
Anbendix "A"	 w  f.: i4 & in
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sting* prooessing and exploiting captured ememy documents dispersed among govern..

meat amens/are, nor is there a central repesitory or referense library for eaptured

documents. The used for centralisedeontrol of opptured documents is nauseary in

order to •liminate duplioation of effort by government agenoics and provide on

efficient means of exploiting enemy doourents. Dy 1 December 1948 it is

antiolpOed that the collection of oaptured Japanese documents held by the

Washington Doomment Center will be insult condiCon as to permit a turnover of

these docensents to any oentralisedeathorityirhich maybe establiated.

11. Paragraph 3.0 of the President's latter of 22 January 1048 authorised the

Director of Central Intelligence to perform for tho benefit of said intelligence

agenoies such services of oommon creoern as the National Intolligenoe Authority deter..

mineweln be more efficiently aocompliched untrally.

CONCLUSION 

12. That the Washington Document Center contains the most complete and valuable

oolleotion of Japan**, documents an the Far East available in one library in the

world bode,.

18. That tbo exploitation of theme documents fames serious curtailment duo to

present lack of funds end the oonsequent loss of the best qualified croup of personnel

assenbl'd for suoh a projeot.

14. That as of 9 September 1044. 220.000 of these Japanese documents remained

unprocessed.

18. That other than the Washington Document Center there is no government

agency Charged with the exploitation and dissemination of captured Japanese

documents and this Center will cease to exist except an • library after 1 December

1948.

16. That the operation of the Weehington Document Canter is , , uch a Service

of mammon concern as was authorised by the President in his letter of 22 January 1948

to be performed by the Director of Central Intelligentee for the benefit of all the

intelligence agencies.

RECOMMENDATIOND 

That the Director of Central Intellimmum perferm for the benefit

of all the intelligence agencies of the government the mervioes now being performed
•	 •
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by the naglingten Dommont Center in oonneotion with the prooessinf dissemination

and housing of these doomettsand that At provide the final repouitory for sane.

18. That the Wroshington Doossrent Center be tranaforred to the Central Intel.-

ligonthe Group as early as !visible and prior to 1 December 1948.

IC OS
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NAVY IMPARTMENT
onus OF TIN =INF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

WASEINCTON 25, D.C.

WA29TROTON Documm CENTER

Statistioa1 Summery - 5 Varch 1945 to 9 SepteMber 1945

A. Doemeenti

1. Doeunents processed 	 584,479

a. Catalogued	 134,300
b. Burned	 15,741
o. Library of Congress 	 13,320
d. Inter-Departmental Cemaittee	 1.717
S. Gernany documents on tar East	 3,000
f. Vheatalogued	 195,401

R. Documents unprooessed (approximate) 	 225,000

3. Intelligence Publications& Translations
(sTIOPOA.4018 eta. files)

Total documents	 709.479

R. Translations pdbliebed	 484

C. Requeate tor translations pending	 1,785

D. "A' ?relents not yet tmetniated

Annex 1 to Appendix "A"
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III.	 Requesting Agencies* 

United States Armed Forces Pacific
South East Asia Command
Joint Intelligence Staff
Chemical Warfare Service
Office of Quartermaster General
Chief Signal Officer
Office of Chief Engineers
Army Map Sento.
Office of Chief of Ordnance
Office of Chief of Transportation
Office of Surgeon Genera
Army Air Force
Army around Forces
Industrial College Armed 'Forces
National War College
Naval War Consign
Armed Forces Staff College
Joint Army Nary Air Intelligence Division
State Department
White House Office (Special Ass vt to The President)
Publioations Board

Joint Staff Miseion

oint Committee Enemy Scientific and Tsoluiology
Military Mission • Air, Nana and Military
Military Intelligenoe Headquarters,

Intelligence Group, Intelligence Diviaon
Office of Naval Intelligence
Nand Intollioence

Naval Communications
NW,
BuShips

COKSZVENTEPLEST
/WARDS & DoCIS
BUORD
BUSED
ORI
Naval Command • SSC

ICIOS
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Washington Dominant Coster
Steuart Building
8th 4 I St., NW

Personnel Strength of Washington Beaumont Contemns of 23 Sapteiber 1948

U.S. Argy U.S. Navy
Officers ACP F5	 CA	 04 TOTAL

Linguist 10 7 eft 1. 4300 75
Won-Linguist

tnliwtod Uen

11 0 0 0 1 0 0 12

Linguist 23 a 0 0 0o o ta
, Ion-Linguist 2$ 0 0 4 0 0 32

Imitated Woman

Linguist 4 0 o 000 4
NonsLinguiri 15 0 0 500 20

Civilian

Linguist 21 o o o 100 22
Non-Linguist 12 o 0/1 1 e 0 0 20

Linguist 58 10 G/2 8 44 0 C 128
TOTAL

Ton-Linguist 68 0 .O.A. 1 /8 0 0 84

Aggs. 124 10 1/3 9 SO 0 0 212

Annex 3	 Appoidix"1"


