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* Interrogation of Dr, Wilhelm HOETTLy HOETTL's Reaction to the Arrest of VERBRR
and PORJER - . . -

1, %norw%. The pwpose of the present report is to record
the reas . - and his Lsmediate cronies to the news that
Otto VERBER and Kurt POWER had been arrested together with three cther ]

e in nind that HOETTL deliberstely left this ocorres
that the correspondsnce would establish
o It is also possible that the

T™w posaibility eho
for'us to cspture in the hope
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1953 of Ve possess a cORy wrots to
The first two and a half pages of his letter, which beg
conosrns itpelf with other matters, These include the possibdility of
-being hired by Ant Oshlen, the business of the Nibelunger Verlag, the espionsge
tm:lilt::otMrnnm, otce The relsvant passsge can be trans

as £ s |

Mihat do you say about the odd espionage affair in Vienna? The »
oddest thing about it is that I sctually have known these peopla fer
yoars, I must therefors be a Soviot Agent) Joking aside, I still cam't
understand, Why did these people never spprosch me? Only because
absolutely hostile sttitude towards the Zast? DBut
they would certsinly have besn able to approach me from some other diress
tion, That is, as nembers of the Amsrican Intelligence Se thus
through me have bemn adle to st up sn mti-fiussisn net in ovder 1

" {In any case, I am puseled that I never notioed anything shout them -
wes indicative,. xmwpcmmmmtmweum o
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! " and concerning the arrangement of export licenses, (That would be m
) explanation of the fact that nothing happensd to these licenses, in any
case one would have to check this up in Scandinavia, The two brothers
(translator notes VEREER and PONGER) would .owrtainly have no interest
i ©rrangIng W0 increase the circulation of an antisRussian book) Plesss -
give m youwr advioe on this whols matter, partigularly ss to what I should
| do now, Is there any point in ny reporting now what I know? I certainly
imov nothing of professional interost and then one aight think that Qui
- S'Excuss, S'Acouse, They certainly will hardly stusbls across sy name,
since a sesrch of the house and the office in the Lth District is out of
the quostion, On the other hand, I would certainly liks to sssist in
olsaring up the case if the peopls sre really guilty, (A certain feeling
of revenge sxists here on my purt becsuse I was talon in,) In toto this is
& vory strange matter,”

3. Letter HOETTL to von ALBERT, 16 Junuary 1993, A carbon copy of & letter
dated 16 January 1953 Trom m, m von JLEERT reads in part as followss

"¥hat.do you say about the new espionage case in Vienna? An odd story,
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nothing gained, But on the o "
-to make sows sort of play in order to lesrn my commctions, I hed reslly
mhmuxm-mmo-mcuummh&m

mj ) he Lettar von ALBERT to 17 Jan o An original letter
ﬁ%ﬁi}’ ; c dated 17 Tanniary 1953 signed '% 3'.=m'n" % g Tollowss .

Wl - ' " '“he stery sbous Kurt P, is most smsing, The wrrest ocowrred in part
Ty because of csrtain information which was gathered D;'A. (trmslator notes

m : . ANERER) -(partly through as and partly through you, ore, our
tion had best be oral, I request to know everything thet

nyself " . .

o A P g e e o
Livet 1ot N aary 1953 of wdch w possess
the originsl siged "Harry,® This latter wd ¥AS? derotes
spproxinately one page to the PONER case early in . o
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¢ We have a carbon of a letter

1

: ,,..,;...k-..;llljl‘l
to MAST, 234
ADUATY 1953, The first page of the letter

19th
this :

on

vith

tor
progress,
te and

Latter

conocerns mou with the VEREER.PONGER case,
for yowr
T,
Now lat me
cheme, In
t wish to
the inves !
solution,
SCHNEYDER
cover neme :
hp.nh
I therefv
mubh
butl-
In this
abhto
tion
Aho
omns of
tm
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to NAEY
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the meantine presussbly never in the United States could conspire with a

I m extremely

The situation does not ring true,
curious to find out vhat wil) come of the case, Any further. information .

that I have on this case I will give you orally,

Ts

#ussimn in Washington, when in Vienna he only has to go aroumnd the corner

- 4o mest the MWD,

]
L
§
§
¥
g
7

&
i
|
i
HE
:
:

rt Lo
give

HOBITL s

5
:
m
2
Y
£
£
3
¥

nm
i
i
12
i
i
i
35

R
3
i

"My Acquaintence with Curt PONGER,
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"At this time I had already begum working on my book Dis Geheims Front
nd told PONGER about it, He wau very interested and sta¥ed THat he also
belonged to the intelligence trade, (He described himself ss a former
Captain in 088), PONGER promised me to try to arrage a foreign languags
edition of the book in the United States and in other foreign comtries in
uhich he allsgsdly had good connsctions, When my beok sppeared in 1950, .
with a query concerning the promise that he had

nede, PONGER replisd that wy book might well appeer in the reputebls

Surise Pira and in this connaction personal negotiations with
the omer firm fr,) ORRECHT, PONGER got for this a oconceseion which
momted to 345 oomnis the sale prise, In the United States and in

Suaden vhere PONGR partioularly sttempted to gt a forvign edition, he hed
RO sucoess, PONGER also attempted with no success to arrmgs the publicaw
tion of articles on historical and political subjects,

SHowever, Lt becans spperent at this time (my articles had to sppear
vith illustrations) that PONGER possessed a large oollaction of photogrephs
vhich included historical and oontemporary political figures so that in
this connection ws began to do business, I bought various photogrephe
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wb tiaes that PONER visited in Ausson
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- veniently my
BAM's residmos in Reichenhall on the weekend of

'.;9.

he never told we either in writing or later by words what he msant, I - -
could only guess that it had something to do with cooperation in the
Schneider firm, This activity as middle-men in 1951 and agein & year
later brought me to'ths conjecture that PONOER might perhsps be a collsegus
of the Schneider group in Vienna with a mission from KRIECHBAUM,. who had
the reputation of being a first-rate specialist in Southwast matters, In
any event, I never asked him aboyt this and later obssrvations brought me -
% a different conclusion, I gwas that at that time and earlier PONORR

" was doing sows sort of business with KRIECHBATM converning which I will

write more later, .

"In Ssptember 1952, PONGER visited mo again in Alt Aussee, He vas
thers only about an hour (that is at my house) on which occasion he asked
m vhether I might care to make & visit to Germany with him and with his
brotherwinelaw in .October, A proposition which he had first suggested s
yoar before this, (Ne had occasionally tallked in such a way that I
indicated that I ocoasionally bad business to -do in Germany but that I

docasiom 1t would be possible for us therefore to speak
he would arrange the itinersry in such s way that it ]
interests, He sugrested a mesting m&mmmum-

but T refused this sinoe I had something else .
13th of Ostober, I trawelled to Salsburg vhers Walter LAUEER fetched he
from the train, PONGER had introduced me ;
Ischl, At that time I had
At Ausses ww told him that eventually he oould find-
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111, Several days before my journey, I had lsarned through a eriminal
police of ficer attached to the State Police in Salsburg by the name of
ANGERER, not directly but through cut=outs, that Curt PONOER vas suspected
in Viemna of working for the Soviet Intelligenos Service. (It wes in -
another connection that the name of PONGER had coms up,) I had ocousee
quently passed to ANGEBER a written meworandum stating that I loww s

something to discuss with XRIECHEAIM which he did not wish.to spesk of in
My prosence, snd he arranged with KRIECHBAUM that he could telsgrsph {rom
some point along the way to arrange & further sesting betwemn the two,

Whether this meeting cocered I do not know, I tiawelled
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"In olosing I should like to set down sevaral detalls of ths whole
mtter vhich might bs interesting in this or in some other connection,
In a1l my conversations vith PONGER, as far ss I can remerber, the names
of former intalligence people never occurred with the sxception
already mpniioned and two others uhich I wish fo dlscuss
is one (D REX who is said to employ the bo nane L

name t0 PONUER) pel » quring o gonve! ar
tweens PONGER, KRIECHBAGM and myself on the 13th of October
in Morxich, (Fow the convergation came around to OPCZARRX/SCHAEFER I no
longer remenber,) I vas astownded when suddenly PONOER uttered the name

he

CIC in Austria and Schneider, Curiously encugh, on the return journsy

we met OFCZAREK in his car at ths German Austrian border, I

ady finished my business with customs while PONGER and LAUBER were

engaged in conversation concerning books on which they had to pay
and on whieh PONGER did not wish to pay the duty. PONGER came out

toms shed and made aome statement that it was not particularly
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former 53 (bersturshahnfushrep Jo N, Conocerning this

WlA re two yeurs age that

an agent of the Meriom, Aritish and Prech Intelligence Serviose
00 servics. of the Austrimn Otate Polige, tut

hin from beocoxing intelligenes chief of the )

A yemark of POIOER'e wede s long time ago ande it .

that URBAN Also had connections with the Isreeld
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© indtistive that an Amsrican officer, apparently the one

. w.._mn sector, .

" clover snd selfeassured persm, I mm trying
" she is probably the dominant

‘ - 12 - .‘ W

) Intelli;oneo service, The reason for these assuptions are no long;r clear

to me since I didn't have any interest in URBAN, bellsving that he is not
8 Ran to be taken seriously, . -

"Several points which possidly may also be of interest I will alco sdd
hore, PONCER's earlier sddress wns Vienna ¥, Schossbrmnerstrasse k7, Later
he gave me the address Viemna IV, Paulsnergasse 7 as the location of the
firwm of the Central Ewropesn Press and Literary Agency, Inc, When I once
asked hin how s Amaricomn could live in a Soviet Besirk, he explained to me
that there both offices and spartments are chesper by half than ix the
Weatem Sectors, and anything that he has to hide from the Ruseians he would
not kesp in the Lth Besirk, Later, in 1952, PONGER told me on his owm

h.

wvho
in the Officers’ Reserve, summoned him to adviss him to0 move out
Soviet Besirk, He allegedly gave this officer his arpments that the
Soviet Besirk vas much cheaper and convinced him saying that his brotherw
inalaw VERBER, for example, had taksn ysars to find a desent dwelling in a

g
i
:

"Another item, perhsps not uminteresting, is
first met VERBER t

havs attempted te-spproach me obliquely, perhape for example ss sn nlleged
namber of an Amrican intelligemee office who vished te build s net against
Russis, In this I would probably have believed him and it would have bees
s good opportunity for s double asgmt operstion, This
sgainst swepioion;. that vhich supporte swepision I iw

POWIER's wife, whom ] saw only once, impressed »s as mn m«uuﬂly
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.. . YPONGER in wy opinion was glvays the passive partner, Presumably
1130 in sexual matters for she impressed me as bsing & very highly~bred
and temperamesntal woman, ydbrou he appears to be the opposite,

“Concerning the brother VERBER I have only slight impressions, is
appeayed to be Tery clever, obliging, btut also prsctical, If, for exmmple,
PONGER started on the subject of the persecution of the Jews in cormection
with his favorite hobby horse ETICHMANN, VEREER would hush him up saying
that all this dld nét appear to bs particularly am important problam
ne, VEREER was also always very witty and full of jokes, .

.- VLAUBER impressed me as being very reserved and moderate rsther thsa
sypathetic, He demonatrated sbeolutely no political interest and in his
nobody could imsgine that he oould be a Sovist wgent, Nis relesse
to suppors this assmption, It is naturally vain to davelop theories
and vhy PONGRR and VERBER were Russian agmts and in any event the
the beginning of Narch will slarify this situstion, If Lt should
t the sccusations are true, then I am convinoced that lMrs, PONGER
for

¥

A
gE:

r were the driving force and indesd not from idsologisal
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msystematic feshion and it is possible that some interesting detail has
been loft out in spite of wy cudgeling of brains, I am resdy at dny time to

8, Letter MAST to HORTTL, 26 January 1952, The origimal of a lettél from

Baron He anuary  1s in our possession, ™

" folloving short paregraph pertains. to. the PONGER oase).
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I s happy that my opinion concerning this case, which might not be
entirely clear, is shared by other persuna, Whether the "deposition® was
well chosen, I canndt in my position judge since I do not know the people

- concemed,. that £ your contact man, I belisve that I would not myself .
, have given it to the tall guy,* (Translator note: The reference to the

. oontast mmn is probably to MANDL; Eha reZerence to the tall men is obsoure

. but may refer to a frisnd of Anton BOENN,) .

9. Istter HOBITL to MAST 1953, In & lettar, of hich w
possass HEITLTS m'm,'ﬁgi 5 slmryll' 1953, HOETTL devotes only &

that FRANXE is a preseat or past misiress of HOETTL,

“he address of Kurt you presmsbly fowmd in a Mmich directory? It
is osrtainly four good frised! who was previously in Mundoh for some time
snd the othar Kurt simly lats you basr nothing from hixf- ave you written
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A written report of 12 pages lsngth concerning his aoquaintance with
Curt PONGER, Otto VERBER, and Walter LAUBFR, received this date fiom
Dr. Wilholm HOETTL, Alt Aussee and certified herewith with signature,

Rolf E, RINGER,® _

Also mong the doowmsnts impounded in the houss sesrch is a carbon copy of a
12 page report which HOETTL states is the one he gave to RINOBR on 21 February,
RINGER's report 8416996 is esssntially based on the report handed him by HOETTL
md HOETTLIs report will consequently not be reproduced here, The raport
parallels closely that given to Rupert MANDL.

12, Comments, From ths -correspondence detailed above, it would sppesar.that
HOBTTL wes “in his associstion vith Curt PONGER and the Tophols complex,
It should be noted, hmpm: that the faot that all of this correspondence vas so
eagily accesgible in HOBITL's house lsads one to suspect that HOETTL intended us
to oapture it and from this suspicion it is a short step to the suspieion that
all or some of the correspondence may have been fabricated for the purpose of
glving us dooumentary svidence which sppears to clear HOETTL of suspicion and that
other more incriminatisg correspondence has been destroyed or hidden elsewhere,
The faot that also eonfiscated at the sime time were numerous records of HOETTL's
clandestine sotivity whieh, as he points out himself, establishes his clear anti-
Sovist record in esplonage, albeit detrsoting %o & degree from his reputation as
a mastar in the trade, is consistent with the theory that the materisl was
deliberately left in his house, It is interesting that none of the CIC reports
from 1947 and 1948 were to be found among HOETTL's msterial, although wm very
-strongly suspect that carbon copies of thase reports exist, and in some cases,
through an agent of HOBTTL!'s named Redmmnd STRANGL, we have at- times in the past
soen carbon copies of preports which he had in previous years given to CIC Lins,
The absence of the material from 1947 md 19L8 suggeats that HORTTL possesses
dnother cache of materisl, the whereabouts of vhich we do not lmow, It is aleo
possible that other material, ineluding compromising svidemce, ray have bean
destroysd in the interval be the publio amomcenent of the arrest of
VERBER and PONGER and our spprosch to HORTTL on 19 Fobruary, It is hoped that
further interrogation of HOBTTYL will throw some light on the validity of the
doovments disciussed in this memorandug,slthough ss this report is being dictated
the interrogators do not have high hopes of getting more cut of HOETTL than has




