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(reugulf 1 - Fosaible Pistortion of Nane-Check Information

1. T 10 Decerdber 1953 we gave OCrengulf 1 requests for routine name-
checks on two Auatrians nawed inm GIC Meport 1/29601, 16 November 195), as
sctive Qowsunlists in tha Ling area. The subesource of the information wma
catensibly & member of the instrian police. W audmittad the requests to
Crengulf 1 sinply as a teat == to wes how clasely his replies would conform
to the information ocontained im the CIC repors, the subatincs of which, we
assuxed, would normally reach him thxrough police chamnels., Ouxr requesis
contained only basic idmiifying information on the pertens we had sslected,
with o indication that we imew of their Comsmist affiliatious,

2. Attached for comparison are sxtracts of the CIC information on
which we based our selections, snd Greugulf 1's repliss W requests,
You will notice that Grengulf 1's reply in the uud&u%@nm
conforas in general outline 40 the CIC report, although tnere is soms naxl-
nets, snd possibly oulright inascnraacy, as to dates (e.g., according to the
CIC report, KERSCHBAMSR left for the USSR in 1932) according o Grengulf 1,
he laft in 1952). However, in the case of Johamn KKPPLINGER \he two reporis
direatly contrwdict one another. 7The GIC report idmiifies XSPPLINGER a® a
clandestine meaber of the KP0e, a ponsible liskon sgmat for the Party,
",., an extremaly dangerous and WMACIYPUlOUS ¢o. IembEr.® 1, on
the other hand, states that EEFPLINGSR haw never been Lhe subjech of a dexog-
atory report, and that his "oonduot as m citizen 1 above reproach.”

3. This reply is interesting not only because it contradiota the CIC
report, but because it 1s presented in a rather wmsual style. 4s & rule,
Grengulf 1l does ot go out of his way to say nies thingsdout the subjects
of his checks, I his politicel files contain no derogatory informatiom,
the fact is gmernlly indicated in the brief phraes "sonst keine Vormerkumgen®.
This phrase usually appears in the sscond paregraph of his reply; the first
paregraph 15 almwost always devoted exolusively to Meldemmt information com-
osrning the identification of the sudbjeot. Horeover, it 1s interesting to
note that this reply is dated almost one month later than the reply on KERS(H-
BATMER, although the two men reaide in the same general ares., (Grengulf 1
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often atiributel delays in his replisa to the faot that he has to snd oud ®
the provincial sicherhedtsdirektionea for information). And finally, the
veply refors to our "request of 23 December 19537, thaugh our request wes
actually dated 10 Deowmbar, This is very possitly a mechanical errer, but if
»0, 14 13 one I have mot detected befors in Grengulf 1's replies,

L, Thore are of course a number of conceivable explanations for all
of thise It 15 possible thad Crengulf 1 has nod received Ahe infomation
contained in the CIC repord, or that it has not yet reached Ahe proper file,
It iz concedvable, t0q, that Orengulf 1 has the information but, mistxuating
its authmticity, has desided not to release it. X third peasidility ie
that Orengulf ) or someone in his orgenization has decided Yo withhold the
informatisn for reasoas of operwtional 3squrily == just as we do, However,
on the basis of the evidense cited above, I incline to the view that the
reply containe a delidarate distertion, frened with a view to xislesding ua
and having no ocomaation with the operetionsl seeurity of Greagulf 1's ap-
paratus, If tids assuption is correc, responaibility counld lie wvith (a)
Orengulf 1 hinself; (b) somsome down the line in his spparetus; or (o) the
Sicherheitsdirekiion for pper Austria,

Se Bafnra ragohing sny definite conclusions, hewever, it i» proposed
that we ask 7~ _"Jfor a canfidential sleck on KEFPLINGKR, to eonfirmm thad
the derogtory information we know exisia on him is avallable to polioce
autborities. In addition, we shall subui® a few more of these "test® re-
quests to Orengulf 1, in an effert to establish some sort of pattem which

night provide a firmer basis for jedgment.
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Bedract from CIC Report 1/29601, 15 Novemdber 1953, on Han:t KBHSCHBAUMER

Born 25 Aurmst 1901 in Tinz; Austrian; resides in Tins,
Koendgswer 10, /o C2EIKA: pmprloior of a newspaper and tobacco
store at the Junetion of Prunerstresse and ledererstrasse inm Lins
rarried; agmostiog

A radiecal arnd fanatical rambor of the XPle, Kknown to have
been active in the KPOe as early as 1930, Resided in USSR from
Octaber 1932 to Fedruary 1938. arrrasted by the “astapo after the
amnsxation of Austria and inSorned in Buchenwald Goncentration
Carmp il the and of Torld War II, Is currently chalrvan of the
KPneesponsored KZaVurband in lins, Vas direator of the sales de-
partment of the Neue Zalt, K'Je nevs organ for tpper Austria, from
1945 to 19L8, Carpaigned for election to the Uppar Aunrm.
provinciul diet on the Commnist slate in 19L9. Indioted to public
prosecutor, Upper Austria, for endangering public safety by inecit=
inp a grouwp of rowdies to break up a meetin: of the WU, date

unimown.
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C ) Reply %0 Nameecheck Request on Hans KERSCHBAIMER

In reply to your request conseruing Hans KiARSGHBAUMAR of 10
Deceiber 1953, the following confidential information ia submiited:

Johann KSKSCHBAUMAR, publisher, lockemiid, business msnsger
of the Yaus 20i%; bom 25 Ausust 1901 in Linss married to Stefanie
(nee KRITZER, born 19 November 1920 in Lins)s agnastic; resides in

Lins, Koenigaweg #10,

e R 3 15, S5 i, P Bt oo
departed for Russia in Uctober 1952 and took vp residence im Moscow,
¥o details are available on the lemgih of his stay i Moscow or on
bis activities there, »

In 1938 KRRSCHBAIMER was jailed because of Commmied active
ities and was sens to a concentrudion camp, HFe wes freed only after
the ocoupation of Austria by the Alliss. He was last imprisoned in
Buchenvald.

KERSCHBATMER has Yelonged to the "K2-Verbend fuer politisch

Verfolgta® in Lins and has perforsed officisl fwmotions in this organe

ivation. IV is rumored that he works for the Russians and possidly
performe eepionage for them.

Fis divorced wife, n-._r_gpnz)busmm..u mrrid to

Ing. m‘j@g_.,- born 30 March 1911 im Lins; agnosiie; addresas
Urfahr, Risssnhofstrasse [« HAIL is a member of the KPOe and i
inown as a redical Communist,

8 January 195h
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ExArset from CIC Report L/29601, 16 November 195), on Johank KEf

Born 26 Mey 1916 1n Lins) married) Austrlan; resides in
Txfahr, Witterellistrases 83 apwstic; employud by Urfahr Munie
olpal Administration ss a clerk. Is a olandeatine member of
the KPCe. Beliaved by some sources to be liaison agent destween
Upper Austrian Provincial Comsittes of the kPCe and a XPOe-
sponsored sabotace group in the imited Austrian Iron end Steel
Norks. Allegedly attended specialised Comwundst A\rasnine
courses in Lower Austria and Caechoslovakia, Is considered en
extremsly dangerous and unservpulous KPOe wamber,

KEPPLINCER
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E [ _ ) Reply %o Name-check Request on Johann KEPPLISORR
[ 1 reply V0 your requast of 28 Deaexber 1953s
Jobann KEPPLINOER, arxployes; borm 26 May 1916 in Lina;
Austriany marraed; .agnostios resides in Urfahr, Vittorelli-
; strazse 6 a» subetenant (permanent address is Josefstal M, | _
b Oemeinde fregvein, Dexirk Pare). There have been no Wfavor- :
‘ able reports of either a polidlcel or morel nature on Subject. i
: ma. oovﬂuct as a oitizen is sbove reproach. He enjoys a pood 1
reputation,
Singe 1 Septenber 1946, Subject has besn employed in :
$he offices of the Upper iustrian provingial goverrmens, 3
Sinoe 3 April 1941, he has been married to Hedwig {nes MAWRER). E
The couple have one child, The family lives at present in ‘
Jasefatal §3, Osmeinde Tragwsin., Subject'a parents, Rupers l;
and Xaria KEPPLINGAR, are dead. :
6 Pebruary 195k i
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