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lst Ofﬁcml War. Crlmes Probe
Gets Under Way in Britain -

Alleged WWII Atroczttes by Imngrants Investigated

- .:‘.u.: By Karen DeYoung

‘- Wishington Post Foreign Service

Wanted.”

“The. advertisement, appearing for the .

past several days in major British newspa- "
pers, asks for information about any current

- citizen or resident here “responsible for

- . genocide, murder or manslaughter in Ger-
many” or its occupled territories during
* World War I .

The appeal is the first public fony of an
independent War Crimes: Inquiry appointed
: by the government last mpnth after a year--,

.long campaign by the Los Angeles—based...

Simon Wiesenthal Center. [ts mandate is to
examine allegations by'the center and oth--
ers that at least 53 postwar immigrants to -
Bntam. most-of them from the Baltic states {
: that are nOprart of the Sovnet Umon, we(e

. gudty of war crimes. P i l
Such investigations have long been.com- §

LONDON, Macch 30—*“War Criminals,” .
the big, bold headlineé reads. “Evidence -

By fall, they said, they wnll have begun per-
sonal interviews with those' who have re-
_sponded to the advertisements, or have oth-
erwise been indicated as potential witnesses,
including some in the Soviet Union. Since the :
ads began five days ago, they said, at least 50 .

- responses have been received by mall
The final task of the inquiry, which is ex-

pected to last at least a year, will be to ad-

vise the government on possible means of
-dealing with anyone against whiom a prima

faci€ case is established. Extraditions to the
. Soviet Union, on whose territory most of
the alleged crimes were committed, already

have been ruled out, despite outstanding
Soviet requests for at least one person on
fthe Wiesenthal list.’

- That person is Antanas Gecas, a 7l-year-
old retired mining engineer living in Edin-
burgh, who turned up here as a displaced
-person after the war and became a British .

citizen-in 1956. Gecas, by his own admis-"
- sion, was a member.of the 12th Lithuanian *
Police Battalion that Hier alleged was “Mur-:::

monplace in: many* western countries. In 7 . der- Incorporated.’ But Gecas “vigorously ..:

+ West: Getmany, thousands of cases have.
- been:adjudicated.: The - United States has ,'{
lnvestlgated -hundreds of immigrants sus-.;
-~ pected of lying about: their wartime activ-.
ities.” Some. such' ds Ukrainian-born: John: .

Demjanjuk .now awaiting a* verdict after-a -
- war crimes trial in Israel, had their natural-
- ized citizenship revoked. - © . '

« ~# Canada and- Australia are. conductmg hr-

reachjng investigations and have:amended - :
* their laws to allow- prosecution of alleged
war dritninals living in those countries, - -
But ; Britain, : one leading Nazn-hunter
charged. has..been “the last.country. that -

" wanted to do anything” about allegations -
" 'that war criminals had shpped in unnotnced; '

after the war.
“Do I think they’re moving sw:ftly
enough?” Rabbi Marvin Hier, who heads the’

" Wiesenthal Center, asked in a telephone

interview. “No. Dul il you compare what
Britain has been doing -over the past 45
years—absolutely nothing—then we have™
to say there has been some progress. At

o least.we got. their attentlon and we mtend‘

to keepit” = - ¢

”"Thomas llethermgton and William Chal= -
mers, both former prosecutors, have begun
searching British government archives. In
May, they plan to visit Washington for dis-
cussions with the Justice Department’s Of-
fice of Special Investigations, charged with
orosectting Nazi war criminals in the Unit-

3 : denies” that he took any part in executions, -°
1 his Edmburgh lawyer said, and already has*
kbrought t defamation: proceedings. against: -
pné London newspapey that ‘made: allega

v uans against him.. + . vl s :
« %' Hier-called Gecas“the biggest- case we';

. have in Britain." The inquiry team, he said, -

.+ Jcould find *half a dozen credible witnesses”

vin the Soviet Union “who will testify. they
i saw him commit murder.”
It is possible, .although not consxdered
probable, that the British will take the Amer-

DI

ican path of withdrawing the citizenship of -

those against whom evidence is found.
% The only other option, officials said, would
e to change British law that prohibits p¥ds-;
cution of anyone who allegedly committed :
“rimes in another country, while not a British
citizen. This is the route adopted by Canada '+
and Australia, which are expected to, hold
their first war crimes trials soon.’ :
" So far, Chalmers emphasized today, “I
don't think there is the evidence . .
tily bringing any sort of case against anyone."
British officials apparently made no major
-effort to screen people for war crimes in the

‘late- 1940s. Hundreds of Lithuanians, Lat--

vians and Estonians arrived here as prisoners.
of war after the Nazi defeat.

By .the late 1940s, interest in the United
States as well as Britain was focused on the
new menace of Soviet communism and the
nced to consolidate a western defense alli-

. to jus- .

i " DOUGLAS HURD

... announced Inquiry last month
“They didn't give a damn about the Nazis,
said Greville Janner, then a war crimes inves
-tigator, and now a Labor Party member «
Parliament. Classified British governmen:
. documents from 1948, released last year ir
' Canada, indicate an active and largely suc-
“céssful effort by London to persuade the res:
of the Commonwealth to cease all war crime:
" investigations. ! »

- Pressure for investigations in the Unite
States came from Jewish groups and suppor!
_ érs'in Congress in the 1970s, but Britain"
Jewnsh population is relatively small and po
 litically inactive: According to Janner, one
_ the few Jewish members of Parliament, pres
sure here came from ex-servicemen who ha:

" seen evidence of Nazi atrocities.

- But the feeling that it is all water long un
“der- the bridge still exists to some exten:
When Home Secretary Douglas Hurd

" nounced the inquiry last month, several Cor-

servatlve members of Parliament denounce-
it as a pointless “witchhunt.” :
:2-There have been accusations that the gm
ment has destroyed evidence that migh
mdicate embarrassing knowledge ol
<‘crimes guilt that was ignored, or might wit
hold it based on what Janner c1lled.|ts ‘Tue
crous ODSC&IOII wnn secrecy.

A separate investigation ordered I:
month by Prime Minister Margaret Thatctr
into alleged involvement by Austrian P're
ident Kurt Waldheim in the 1944 disappe
ance and assumed execution of six captur:
British commandos in the Balkans, groun
a halt when the government acknowledy:
crucial documents relating to the case b
been destroyed. Copies of the files sul:
quently had to be obtained from the Un:’
States. According to the new inquiry tv
the government has so far supplied all



