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PRESS COMMZNTS ON U,5, BASES IN ICRIAND '

Stockholm, in Boglish to North America, Apr. 3, 1956, 133 GMP--B
(Press Review)

(Text)

Inst Wednasdey the Icelandic Farlisment pessed s resolution cslliag for
the withdraval of Americau forces from the islavd., The parliament

give its viev that the intermational situation bed sltered since the
defouse pact between Iceland and the United States vas signed in 1551,
Jcaland is also a charter weuber of BATO and is of grest importsuce to
this orgsuiration for strategic purposes. The island sirbese of Keflavik,
vhich Parliament nov wants the Americans to evacuate, is of twofold
importanca, Pirst, as a refusling point for aircreft on the Atlantic
crgning, and second as & base of operatious for Awerices mediun-recge
B=47 bomter,

The Parlismentary resoluticn eajoyed suppcrt frcm seversl different parties
vho are united in their feelings of suti-Awericsnism. As the Swedish
press poiuts cut in its editorial couments, many Icelanders blape the
United Stetes for their country's economic ills, Inflation bas driven up
prices, American wilitary personnel compete with Icelsnders for availsdls
housing, snd there are the inevitadble irritations between the patives

and their long-term guests,

The leeding Social Democratic newspapsr, NCRGOM-TIDHINGEN, wakes the
following comment: “Where once only the ompunists rollied sgajunst
Azerican protection, the Conservative Party (seversl vords unintelligible--
Ed.) is now slone in wishing to retain Aaericen bLeses on the islaud.
Bcvever, tho Ccamunists seens to be the only onss vho vant to cut all

ties with tae West. Ths other parties sre reluctsnt to give up the
protection that weabership in the Atlautic sllisnce hes belped to give.”

The Liberal newspaper BAMIELS-TIDNING finds that it will be iucressingly
41fficult to win support for foreign bases as the dangsr of war is belisved
to be receding. In mauy ways, however, Keflavik is & special case,

vrites RANDELS-TIDNINGEN, which continues: "The psrties responsible for
the resolution have next term's elsctions in mind. They have besen very
cereful not to renounce meubership in the Atlantic pact, vhich is under-
standsble, If the Amsriceans leave Iceland, a peculiar situation will
arise. The island bas an attractice strategic position and Keflavik is

a first-class airbess; howvever, Iceland has uo armed furces of its owu

for protection.”
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The Conservative nevspaper SVEVSKA TABIADET points oesthet very mex’
Icelencers reallr went the Americans to get out. But at least the molerste
sector of this opinion $s satisfied that nunerous foreign Jorces ere not

. gtationed in Icelant in peacetice.

SVENSKA DAGBIALDY continues: ‘PFroa the point of view of the Atlantic
vact, this argupent is so dubious. however, thet we can cstand thet
the Icelandic decisions hes eroasei grave misgivings in Washington. The
viev in Vashington is that the parlissentar) decision sust abide by the
terss of the defense pact before it can become effective. First of all,
oatéers will heve to weit until e nev Icelandic Government takes over
sfter the Jung glactions. After that, the decision must de reviewed and
approved b BA¥O. ant” the United Statss, which meens it will not Deesme
valid for snother year.

On this point, the Socie) Dewocretic paper MOROON TIDNINGEN writss: “In
short, Icelend vill have planty of tims t0 consider vhether it hec . 1
(assessed”) the situation ecowratsly. And, most 1ibely, tbe negotistions
for withiraval vil] once again lesd t0 some kind of comprosise.”

RAOUL VALLENBENG AGAIN REFORTED IN USSR :
Stockhols, in En:lish to Eostern North Averics, Apr. 2, 1956, 1330 GMI--B i

(Text)

A nev vitness in the case of Reoal Vellenber;., the Swecish Ciplocat who
Cigayeared behind the Iron Curtain in 1945, hes now been found, sccowdin;
to the Stockhola newspcper AFTORBIADEY. It is sssumed that the Jwecish
Government Gele;ation vhich s now visiting bloacow vill take up the
"ollenberg allegr, in the light of this lrtest Clsclosure.

APTONBIADET reports thet the Ninistr: of Forei n Aflairs hos recefivec the
nev informution froo a Finn vho sa.s e vas in the ssue prison ss Vallsnberg
as late as (1953’). The Fimn, (Hensel Mersonen?). is pow Iree and lives

in Cotebor;. He sa s be ¢id not actuclly see Vallenbe=g in the yrisen et
(Vledingrsk?) in the (Ural lounteins:), but thet (seve:ul vords uissing--Bl.)
et the pison hat told him that the wen in a nei_hdoring cell ves reportec
to be Swecish o to be colled Vallenber:.

The Ninistry of Foreizn Affairs in Stockholn has coulirmed that 1t hed
contact with (lensonen’) before the Price Niniste: left for Moscow.

Raoul Wallenberg Cisoypeered in Budapest in 1945 after the commanter o. the
Soviet forces in the Hingarian cepital hed stated. that the Seeéish ciplomed

vas unCer Russian protection.
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