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Memorandum for: INR/RSE/SOV ' -
subject: O Roply to Inquiry on Shifrin, "Kozlov,"” and Putative
AW: on'ﬁr: angel Tsland
l. _The Wallonberg Case: aas- 0005 P25
In July 1944, architcct and scion

of a vealthy Swedish banking family, was sent tc Gudapest.

Be was attzchued to the Swedish Legaticn and charged with a
special mission to protict Hungarian Jews from llazi persecution
and deportation. He was apparently very effective in his job.
In January 1945, Vallenberg was the only foroign diplomat to
vemain in Pest vhen the Gorman troops and diploratic coxps
retreated to the Buda side of the Danube. Uhon sumoned by

the Svedish Ministexr in Dula, tlallenberq requestcd to remain

in Pest and deal with the Soviet lMigh Cormand as Charge
D'Affaires in the interests of those under his protcctiom. .
i on 15 January 1945 when tha first Soviet patrol camc to Wallenberg's
: Legation, he asked to be taken to the Soviet Cozrander, General
Chernyshev. Ckornyshev took Wallenberg®under his protection.®
On 16 January 1945, thc Sovict Forelgn Ministry informed the
swedish Minister in oscow that Soviet military authoritiesc had
; taken Wallenberg anc his property under tiieir protection. OCa

' 17 January 1945, Wallorberg rcceived permission to call on
Ceneral Malinovsky at his hetdguarters at Debrecen. Wallenberg
left for Dcbrecen with a Hungorien driver, Uiilheln Langfelder
and a Red Army escort. This was the last time Wallenberg was
definitely known to be alive. .

Wallcnhorg has been missing since he left Pest for
Dzbrecen on 17 January 19485 and no reliable inforuiation has
been obtained about his fate despite continued invesiigations
by the Wallenucrg farily and the Swedish govermcent (which made
at lcast 30 dcmaxches to the licvict government between 1945 and
1965). 'the Soviet covernment initially denied ©ll knowledge
of tlallenberg, but finally, in 1957, thuy informed the Swedes
that Vallenberg hiad cicd in Lubyanka Pricon of 2 heart attack
on 17 July 1947; they claimed the body has heen c¢remateda. The
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Soviets reply to the Swedes laid the blame for t’allemberg's
allegod nistreatment and death at the door of the Soviet
security scorvice. .

Poraor Soviet prisoners who huve xepatriated to the
West have made vague references to Wallenberg's having been
interned in a Scviet mental hospital and in the touowi:ztpthou
and camps: Krasnogorsk, Lubyanka, Lcfortovo, and Viad .
This latest claim -~ the "Kozlov” report that t/allenbcrg had
been interned in a camp on Wrangel Island -- is merely onc moroe
in a long series. Thus far, Swedish cfforts to confirm these
various reports have been in vain.

2. Putative Soviet Labor Camp on Wrangel Island:

A. This Agincy has no hard evidence which would con~
firm the existence, past or prescnt, of a lahor camp on Wrangel
Island. It should be noted that the Agency office which has
made an extensive study of the Soviet labor camp system, based
on the most relinble intelligence information available, had no
indication vwhatnoaver of such a camp or camps aver having been
located on \irangel Island. Outside of Shifrin's testimony and
press repoxrts bascd on that testimony, the only referenco availe
able to a camp on Wrangel Island is the following excerpt from
an article in Der Bund, Bern, 28-2% July 1970:

*"Penal Canps with Special Conditions: In the
vernacular these camps are also called 'death camps! bocause
practically no one is relcascd from them. In other words, prac~
tically no one survives the 'special' conditions. They are
located in the reqgion of the Oran mines ncar Noxil'tk and in
southeastern Yakutsk, as well as in tie areas of the missile~-
launching sites on the islands of Novaya Zemlya, Franz Joseph
Land, Vrangel Ysland, and tho Xuril Islands.®

B, (FYTY ONLY) The author of the abova-cited article,
Bruderexr, is an active mrembar of the 11's (Narodano-trudovoy
soyuz ~-- National Lobor Alliance). Ve do uot know tho source
of his inforxration. HNowever, 23 Shifrin has had considcrable
contact with the TS, it may be that Shifrin was the ultimate
source of the information on tho camp on Wrangel lsland as
reported by Bruderer, .

3. Avraham Shifrin:
We believe Shifrin's bicgraphy is covered adequately

in the puklished text of his tsstimony before the Senate
Inteznal Security Subcortnittec., Additional information on
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shifrin -~ of a sensitive nature == was made available by this
Agency to Ambassador Richard Davies on 5 October 1971. When
queried on Shifrin, a recent Soviet emigre, who had himsclf
sarved in Soviet labor carps, replied that "much of Shifrin's
inforuation is inaccurate.” Based on the documentation at our
disposal, it is our considered opinion that Shifrin's informa-
tion should be considercd less than totally rcliable and should
be weighed carcfully. lle dces not appoar to be completely
stable and does not conduct reseaxch on a scientific basis,

4. *Koglov"s

This Agency has no information on the identity of
».oglov” and has no ncans to develop this information at this
tire. It is rccomeended that the Swedish Government contact
the Israeli Government on this mattor.

S. feYI ONLY) 1In the summer of 1973, the Swedish Intolli-~

z:nce Sexvice contacted this lgency regarding the "Xozlov® item

the Shifrin testimony and roquested our viewrs on "Xozlov's®
reliability. Having reccived a zoply from this Agency that we
were unable to enlighten them about "Kozlov,® the Swedish IS
evidently contacted shifrin vlia the Israclis. Apparently they
were not satisfied with Shifrin's abllity to cvaluate "Kozlov*
or his inforration. 1t i3 not known whather they were able to
determine “Xozlov's® identity or meet with him personally.

6. With the exception of paragraphs 2B and 5 above, at
your discretion the hDepartment may make available to the Swedish
Eabassy the inforwmation contained in this wemorandum,

SB/SA J
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Distribution:
orig & 1 - INR/RSE/SOV (hand carrv) with att.
1l - SB/USSR w. att.
1 - SB/SA chrono w,. att
1l - SB/COPS w,. att.
1l - C1/SP w., att.
i - B/SC/S w. at-‘.\/
1 -
1 -

SB/RR w. att.
Shifrin 201 w. att.
€ chrono w.o. att.
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~ As is well known to ‘he State Department, the Swedish
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Government has tried for many years to get the facts
about the fate of Rsoul Ysllenberg, a Swedish Diplmat
who disappeared in Budapest in early 1945.

An interesting piece of information vas giw}on last year

to the Subcomnittee to investigate the Aduinistration of

the Internal Security Act and other Internal Security _
Laws, & Subcomaittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of .
the U.S. Scnate. A Russian born Israeli citizen, Avrahan
8hifrin, handed over ta the Subcommittee a written

statenent by a former Soviet citizen, now living in Israel
and called "Kozlov®, According to "Kozlov", Raoul Wallenberg
was in the early 1960:ies detained at a prison camp on .
Wrangel Island, (Kozlov's"™ statement is printed in "U.S.S.R.
Labor Camps™, Eearings before the Subcommitiee to investigate
the Admunistiration of the Internal Security Act and other
Internal Security Laws, iHintythird Con&ress, Part 2, paper
127 and 128). S

The Swediszh Government is row trying to check the iaformation
supplied by "Kozlov" to the Subcommittee. In this rcspect,
it would be of great valus to obtain fron ths U.S. Governent
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all the data that it may possess about the prison camp on ¥rangel |
Island, as Well as about the reliebility of Avrahan Shifrin and ' .
*Koslov", . o }
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‘The best of the political peisowers of uther nationalition -m and respost
the struggie of the Jewish pelsoners fur their nativaal libers

Mixuan Summ
Tuben down h,r G. Elisa.

Te: The Sewate of the Imlml States of America.
¥rom : Reza Kogan, N Rereai S'mQ.OItnuln. Israel

mvun
My busbund. idel’ { Yehwia) Kon-.nmmaxmd.m

Poland tn 1922,
Was arrestcd on T June 1113 in Kiev during a tourist trip to the USSR, for

Now my husband has aow nerved ) years and six months! We are beth 183;

0 of the bent yosra of our lives have been snatched away from us! I beg your

in obtaining his rel~ase in advance of the nix remalning months of his
nm-ml berudy be\pmlm the additions] and undeserved sulleviag of &

My n-an.:-u, -g:;u- :&m. UChR No. 511071, Sh. U. Idel’ Kegan)
o ' Resa Kssan,

Decsases 22, 1972

M Gelds Meir, (lulducunl.nrm'dh)lmu the day
Wsdﬁlh'lwn-thwom”-tmmmhmdthohd
MYD (Miabstry of Internal ARuirs) in Odessa. On the day of ber artival 1
rummmlmuhumupnmuhnwm for the

iEn

si

™
the guise o » waiter: I win jnstrcted 10 vavendrop on everytbing Mes
was to ssy In Yiddish. Kince the uewts were aminbly received, 1 took the
of asking her in Yidlish what the country which she reprenented wan Jike.
veplied in Yididixh that it was the sirst Jewish state in history for Jews ¢
1. After lhenmwmlnnmr I wan sent directly to
had on e during the conversat
o the MZII. saging [ was a Zionist. I was arrested,
deul in peinon, then released but thrown ont of my job.
mote than ten years, finally acrested again In JOGR throwa
without any trial sent to the Amurskaya ARSR, and from ¢!
Island, where I remained uutit 1002,

At the camip I made the acquaintance of Rudolt Trushnovich, & former p
clan, Varlily Ivanovich (wiyaker, a former member icolenel) of the
army, & large number of R and Geslapo Germans, and wany Jtatians,
long been deciared dend, but who are actually still living ea Wrangel
Belopulyarye. Among them :*
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SThe Nst of namen of POWn an Weangel Tsland reqnives further clarification. which the
!un--ma I m'lu 19 ebialn. Rpeilings are In qm:ln Im bocause the Rames wore
written 1n by hand and some were 10t fecilie : And. «econd. becau s lmaceuracion tn spelling

hee German and [talian asmes ace lun-mmtnt lm Tatin seript 10
Cyrillie sert e teg the eamp pecapd. n-| mn transiiterates) back inte Latin (. Arverd.
og te whe Bas dizensned lbr aneel Ixland matter soveral times with “Rotler.”
“Boaldt® wax u 8 peeftion whers he had nm-- 10 camp 5, hut only IR rare cased was
20 alde te get to knew the POWy perpanaliv, The llating of lhllnn nAamrs anecestn that in
1he eamp recorda the same wae given, tacether with the rank. the city of aond the
date of Mrﬂ In the caw af mame number &, ~Mllanecs 'fncl- lMi" e MMIU
“Milanese ™ meaning “from MHan." was prohable uret fnatrad of *Milan.” whifein repartod
o (he suheaumittes stafl that & peprvsatative of an italan committes -Ilm 45 stitl rovhing
Information shoaut Mmivsing I'OWe hard evnie 18 Iseard tu titorview “kazlav, M lhn had
heen 8NP 10 mateh same of the names of Ttallan INIW's whom K

Selieved to be in the Reviet

onlov™
smmes he had mummu- the camp recerds, agaist mlwumumﬁnm-
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