Daguens Nyheter, 22 Jaruary 1970

Polish Officer Says:

WALLLNRI'RG 1S ALVE

"I saw Racul Wallenberg many times in prisons in the Soviet
Union between 1952 and 1759, 1t was a cell rate, an author who
told about »im for the {irst time - a naive and nobel Swede, as
he saic¢ - who could not urderstand why he had been sentenced for
espionage.”

This is what Abraham Kalinski, an Israelian citizen, says in
a telephone inte-vicew with DN from New York. Falinski spent 1§
years in Soviet prisors until he was released in 1959, and during
all of the fifties, he aind Wallenbery followed each other in dif-
ferent prisons for political prisoners,

The Soviet uuthorities, hewever, say that Wallenberg died in
the Lyubyanka prison in Moscow in 1047,

The first tire Abraham Xalinski he:ird about Wallenberg was in
1951 or 1952 in the prison in Verchney liralsk, which he himself
describes as 'a luxury prison for political prisoners.” 1t was here
he got a new cell mate who told shout the "naive Swedc.!

Kalinshi himself pot to sce Wallenbery whern the political pri-
soners in Verchney Uralsk were transferred to a prisun ir Siberia -
the Alexandrovskiy Center in the Irkutsk region. This was in 1953
after Stalin's death, and the prison in Verchney Uralsk had to be
emptied to make voom for the assistants of the overthrown Security
Chief Beria.

Kalinski, who was an impcitunt political prisoner, was trans-
ported with special escorts, while the other prisoners traveled in
freight cars. Kalinski says that he saw hWallenberg through a window,
dressed in a brown quilted jachet.

Wallenberg allegedly was in Alexandiovskiy Center until 1955,
when he was transterred to the prison in Vladimir. Kalinski heard
from another fellow prisoner that Wallenberg had been transported
there.

Kalinski himself was in Viadimir where he sat in cell No. 21
in block No. 2. And ne soon heard from a tiecrgian, Simon Gogobe-
ridze, that Wallenberg was in the same block in cell No. 23. Kalin-
ski says that he has scen Wallenberg throuph a window when he pro-
menaded in the yurd.

"jte walked topether with Mumulov, who was onc of Beria's assis-
tants, and with Shariva who had been secrctary of the Central Com-
mittee in Georgia," Kulinsxi <vvs. They were the ones whom I actu-
ally vas looking at, but in that way 1 got to sce Wr'lenberg too,"
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Xalinski had heard Wallenterp's story from his cell mate, tie
author, in the prison in Verchney Uralsh aircady.

The last trace that Kalirski has of wWallenberg in the Soviet
Union is from 1207, 1n 1968 he met his former cell -mate from Vla-
dimir - Simon Cogoberize - who was released in 1967, Kalinski looked
Gogoberidze up in Tiflis in Georpia; they talked about old fellow

risoners, and Coroberidze sajd that Wallenberg was still there when
ge left the prison.

Kalinski himsel{ did not realize that Wallenhberg was a big
political case until 1976 when he emigrated to Israel. It was some
months ago when the well-known Nazi hunter imon Wiesenthal explained
that they ought to stop the Moscow Olympic Games if the Soviet Union
did not release Raoul Wallenberg.

"I read about Wallenberg and that he had heen in Budapest, and
1 had the name somewhere in my head. So 1 contacted the authorities
whe sent me to the Swedish Fmbussy in Tel Aviv, and therve I explained
abou: my encounters with Rallenberg, This was in November last year.

That conversation in the Swcdish Embassy was evaluated as so
interesting by thi Mipistry of Foreign Affairs that they contacted
Kalinski who had by ther bheen able tc go to the U,S.A. Kalinski
met Under Secretary of State for TForcign Mfairs Leif leifland and
Head of Department Sven Hirdman in New York on 20 lecember last year.

The information that Kalinski pave arout the Vliadimir prison
was in accordance with other inforration that the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs had collected about Wallenberg., 1In 1959 the Swedish
Government sent a memorandum to the ‘ovier anthorities und asked
them to investigate the case on basis ot the new information pro-
vided by witnesses. Because at that time they had a number of pri-
soners in Vladimir who had said that they had had hnocking contact
(sic) with wWallenberyg.

And on 3 January this year the Swedish Governmcnt sent a rerort
to the Soviet authorities, rcyuesting renewed investigation of Wal-
lenberg's fate.

In this there alsco wias the information that Wallenberg allegedly
vas alive as late as in 1975. He had been secn by a prisoner in the
Butyrki prison's sich ward,

That piece of information alsc came from Kalinski, but just
indirectly. Recause he had heard from a Russian emigrant, now
living in Israel, who had had centact with his father by phone, The
father, who wus still in the Soviet Union, had just been released
from the prison anrd had said that he had met a Swede who had been
imprisoncd for thirty vears there, in the sick ward,




Why does Kalinski think that it may have been Walienberg?

"Why shouldn't it have been? There are no other Swedes in
Soviet prisons - cxcept for Irik Andersson, and he is crazy (sic); \
I have mct him (Andersson is a person who 15 mentioned in Solzhenit-
syn's Gulag Archipelago). I can tell you that those who survive \
prisons™Tive for a Jong time - just remember Vera Figner and others. .
And ¥allenberg has never been in any camp. The (¢id not place foreign
prisoners in camps.

"In prisons there isn't as hard wovrk, therc is less hunger,
there it is easier to survive. From what T heard, the person whe
was seen in Buty: ki was in goold health, The sick wand is for light |
sicknesses, but prisoners from different places come there,

0 "And Wallenbery isn't old - he would have bheen 63 years old
then.”

Abraham Kalinski himself is a Pole and was envoy in the Soviet
Ministry of Defense as a represertative of the Polish Army in Mos-
cow during the war. It was as such that he was arrested in 1944, i
Later he became a Soviet citizen and still tived in the city of
Vladimir after he was released in 1959.

"But ever since that day 1 tried to pot out of the Soviet
Union. And in 1976 [ succeeded in emigrating legally., Now I live
in Haifa.”

Disa Hastad

Raoul Wallenberg was born in 1917, suo he would have been 67
years old today. Raoul Wallenberg was scnt by the Swedish Govern-
ment to Budapest in 1934 to save the Hungarion Jews f{rom annihila-
tion. During his stay at the Swedish lLegation he saved approximately
100,600 Jews by giving them Swedish aliens passports or placing them
under the protection of the fmbassy.

He was arrested in Januarv 1945 by the Soviet authorities in
Budapest.

The Soviet authorites at [irst explained in January and Fetruary
PN RACKRGROUND
193S that Wallenberg had bren put under Russian protection - but later
they became silent, and the Soviet authorities Jenied that they had
any knowledge of Rallenberg.
It lasted until 1957 beture the Soviet wuthorities admitted offi-

cially that wWallenberp had been in Soviet prisons - but that he had
died in the Moscow prison Lyubvanta in 1917 from a heart attack.
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The Swedish Gevernment considered this information unsatisfac-
tory, howsver, and cxplairned that they reserved the right to wmake
new inquiries if nev information should come out. And such infor-
mation has come all the time; in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs they
have received and rrocessed numerous tips, bit most of them have
turned out to be false.

One piece of information that they do believe, however, was the
one that Professor Nanna Svartz pot on a v.sit to Moscow in 1961 -
that Wallenberg was in a uwental hospital in the Soviet Union.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has becen reproached for having
reacted too late on the fall of Wallenbery. If they had started in
1945 already, they might perhaps have gotten a result., The official
petitions were madc in 1957, 1659, and 1965,




