FORMER PRISONER CLAIMS HEROIC SWEDISH DIPLOMAT STILL ALIVE
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(Article by Abram Kalinski, former captain in the Polish Army and former
permanent Polish representative in the USSR Ministry of Defenss: "The
Secret of Raul Vallenberg"]

[{Text] The author of this article, A. Kaliaski, u.o

a captain in the Polish Army and permanent Polish

representative at the USSR Ministry of Defense. He

was arrested in 1944 and freed in 1939.

During an interview on West ferman television ia November 1978,

1 mentioned the csss of Swedish diplomat Raul Vnuonb;rg, vho vas ab-
ducced by agents of the SMERSh-WKGB on 17 January 1945.

For certain reasons,I could not discuss this question wore fully
at that time. However, even vhat I did say avoused the interest of the
Swedish authorities. In mid-December Mr. Leifland, Swedish deputy ain-
{:.0r of foreign affairs, and Mr. f’lrdna, chief of the political divi-
sion of the Swedish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, came to the United States
and on 20 December I met with them at the residence of the Swedish gen-
erl.l counsel in New York. At this meeting, which lasted more than two

hours, I passed on sll the information I had about Raul Vallenberg's

fate to Mr. leifland.
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In 34 years the Swedish Government has done surprisingly ﬁ‘tf:xp to
rescus Vallenberg sven though Sweden has had, for more than 30 years,
irrefutable proof that he was abducted by Soviet Chekists and is now ia
their hands. I stated that "quiet diplomacy” could not help in this
matter. The experience of the last 20 years has demomstrated that in
relations with the Soviet authorities only broad wbltci‘:y can help. It
is common &wl«lp that criminals fear the light of da;.

Unfortunately, even today the principle of "not upsetting the
Kremlin" is fairly widespread in the free world even though its bank-
ruptcy has been demonstrated many times.

I personally was s victim of this policy. 1In 1955, after I had
slready speat almost 1l years in solitary confinement, 1 III;IM to send
a postcard secretly fz‘ Vigdimir Prison to my sister in Haifa, lsrael.
I had not seen my sister since 1934, and she thought I had "died the
death of the brave,” which is vhat she was o’ficislly told. In the
postcard I set forth the reasons for my arrest and lon; imprisonment with-
out a trial. I said that I had been arrested on the basis of a royor.t
by my neighbor in the Moscow Matropole Hotel, an important official imn
the U.S. Eabassy in the USSR (A. Harrimsn was Ambassador).

Upon receiving my postcard, my sister went to a journalist friend
and together they paid a visit to the U. S. general counsel in Haifa
(this was in 1955). Clutching the back of his head, the counsel ex-
claiued, "RKeep quiet and don't do anything. It was only a mistake
th:t your brother was not executed. There is still hope that he can
get out some day, but if you make a fuss he will certainly be shot.”
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After such an "suthoritstive” statement my sister did poi‘_‘w'g
want to listen to the arguments of the Israeli journalist who was vrl.th'
her and held precisely the opposite opinion. The counsel's answer,
which was based on the same principle of not offending the Kreamlin, cost
ma four and a half years of jail.

) The Swedish diplomat Raul Vallenberg, 31 years of age, was sent
to Budapest as first secretary of the Swedish Embassy t'n..!m 1944. At
this time the Allies appealed to the Government of Sweden to help save
the Hungarian Jews. Adolph Eichman himself, the master killer, weas
sctive in Huagary. When Vallenderg arrived in Budapest not more than
200,000 Jews were left in the country. In his very first days the young
diplomat was able to get 4,500 men, women, and childrem out of the ghetto
and locate them in rnrd or purchased apartaents (Vallenberg was the son
of a rich banker and had money). Associates of the embassy brought ia
thousands of Swedish passports and gave them out to Jews marked for
trips to the death camps. Next Vallenberg and his helpers would wait
for the trains at the Bungarian border and demand that the "cuiuns".
of nsutral Sweden be freed.

The ones vho were saved returned to their apartsents. Howaver,
there was no assurance at all that the Cermans would nmot take them
agsin. So Raul Vallenberg conceived a bold plan: to gather as many
Jews as possible in one place vhere they would be under the protection
of the Swedish Embassy.

In a very short time this tireless man rented more than 30 build-
ings and moved thousunds of families into them. The area was called
"Vallenberg City." Trucks flying the Swedish flag delivered food and
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medicine to the "city." The Swedish diplomat did not foruz.;pif-;eprzq
of the inhabitants of his "city" either. He organized armed nl:-l-dn!u.no.
groups, secretly buying guns from Hungarian, Italisn, sod even Cerman
deserters.

The inhabitants of "Vallenberg City"” sisply adored the young,
charning Raul and ‘eauul him an angel of mercy. He visited his wards
frequently, asked about their needs, and showed his pot;ul concern for
them.

Needless to say, such activities did not pleass the Germsn author-
ities and the Nazis, led by Wesenmayer, the GCerman Asbassador in Hungary,
were looking for s wvay to got rid of Vallenberg. But they did not suc-
cead. Tha Swedish diplomat opersted with great skill and energy. How-
ever, vhat the Gestapo did not do was done by the Soviet Chekists,

The case of Raul Vallenberg recently caught the interest of the
vorld commmity again vhen & street in Budapest was named after him.

We should mention here that as early as 1946 the llungu:hn Jews put up
a monument to their rescuer in Stefan Park, but this memorial was u-.
moved on the order of the Stalinist lackey Matyas Rakosi.

Vallenberg fell victim to the newly formed 8th special division
of SNERSh, which was led by Abakumov himself. This division engaged in
large-scale abduction of people as Soviet forces advanced (I wrote about
this ia detail in my book "185 Months in the Torture Chambers of the
NGB, MCB, and KGCB") and the head of tha Chekists at that time,
Horﬁxlov, had a standing interest in its activities. And when they
caught a "big fish," they reported directly to Stalin.
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Raul Vallenberg dissppesred on 17 January 1945, mnmp.-"?;tf Swedes
wrote to Stalin then asking for the relesse of their countrymen.. The o
governmants of Sweden, the United States, England, and other countries
also addressed appeals to him. But Stalin remained sileat. And vhen he
did speak, he announced simply that “Soviet agencies know nothing of a man
named Vallenberg.” The protests continued. The Mul.cwna-nt sent
23 notes to the Kremlin, but there was no answer. )

In 1956 Khrushchev visited Stockhols, where he was given a petition
from Vallenberg's mother and the population of the country with s demand
that the aissing diplomsts be returned. {hruchcher promised to "clear up
this matter” and, indeed, four mouths later an answer arrived, It was
officially anncunced that "a man by the name of Raul Vallenberg died of
a heart attack in July 1947 in an internal prison of the NKGB of the USSR."
But when the Swedes demanded the remains of the deceased man, they were
told that he had been cremated, (All convicts in the Soviet Union know
that priscoers who die are not :remated. The only possible exception is
members of the Politburo whu have been exscuted, but siwple .rrntn:
are buried with their number plate on their leg.)

Subsequently, correcting the mistake of the "blabbermouth”
\rushchev, Brezhnev's XGB thought up a new explanation: Vallenberg was
supposedly killed by the Mazis or Rungsrian fascists in revenge for sav-

ing Jews. This is the version chat the Soviets continue to hold today.
So, under Stalin there was no Vallenberg at all; under Krushchev he died
of : heart attack in Lubyanka; under Brezhnev he was killed by the fas-
cists, All three are lies, The pruor(nn of Viadimir end Verkhneural'sk

)
prisons and the Aleksandrov Central Prloonl\kmu the truth about this crime.
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1 also know the truth, from primary sources, vhich means fml.u;i;‘tgnw
prisoners I met during my mote than 15 ysars of prison life who had ‘
formerly served with Vallenbarg. On 20 December 1978 I turned this in-
formation with names over to Mr. Leifland, deputy Swedish mianister of
foreign affairs, and Mr. Girdsan, chief of the political divisiom of the
uiniscry. .

M t& KGB wants to throw off people who are foi.iovug the trail
of Chekist crimes, it spreads widely varying rumors, cresting great con-
fusion. Unfortunately, Simon Yiesentnal, the well-known hmater of Nazi
crizinals, was taken iy by this GCosbbelsisn tactic. In his appeal to
the Swadish Govermmant, Wiesenthal refers to stories by people who sup~
posedly sev Raul Vallenberg in some kind of "special camp for foreigners.”
There are no such camps and never were. All secret prisoners serve in
the special prisons,Viadimir, Novocherkassk, Orel, Verkhneural'sk,
Aleksandrov Central, and others, in which I too served more than 13
years, Mo camp can be ss rigidly isolated as a prison; in thes isola-
tion and secrecy csn be raised to devlish perfection, -

I first heard of Vallenberg from the Jewish writer David
Vendrovskiy, who had once besn a correspondent for the European Press
Agency. This was in Movember 1951 at Verkhneural'sk Prison. Vendrovskiy
vas transferred to my room directly from a room in vhich three of them
had been imprisoned: he, the former minister of foreign affairs of free
Latvia Hl-.nte‘ro. and Raul Vallenberg.

David told me that he had been imprisoned with a "very interesting
and extrsordinarily likesble Swede," the former diplomat Vallenberg.
Vallenberg was an "import,” which is vhat the convicts called people




abducted from the West by the Chekists. Following the Swde’s Sbw words,
Vendrovskiy told me this story, Vallenberg had appealed to the .Sovut- '
ailitary authorities to allow him to take out the food bought for his
warde, the rescued Jews, before the Soviet troops arrived. The next day
5-6 Soviet officers came to see the diplomat and invited him to come to
their commander for talks. Vallenberg said that he had some kind of

"Bad fesling” Mt it, For an invitation one would hvo been enough,
even a sergeant or enlisted men, And although he knew, he said, "Soviet
ways,” still he weut vith thes.

then they arrived at the place Vallenberg was put in an empty room
vhose only furniture wvas one night table. The officers disappeared,
Tovard evening s dirty mattress was thrown in for the diplomat and weak-
ened, tired, and hungry , Vallenberg fell asleep, In the morning he was
avakened by the bitter cold in the unheated room and did some running to
wara hisself up., For breakfast he vas given s tincan of hot water and
a pisca of doughy bread, Finally, on 20 Janusry Valleiiberg and a group
of Hungarians wevre sent by plane to Moscow, :

At lLubyanka the young Swede spent about one year “"under investi-
gation,” then in 1946 was sent to Verkhneural'sk Prison in Chelyabinskaya
Oblast. Before he left a judgement rendered ir is sbsence by a special
meeting of the 0S0 was announced: he was sentenced to 25 years imprison-
ment "for espionage,”

Vendrovekiy, retelling Vallenmberg's story, told how at Lubyanks
the®Swede tried to prove to the investigstors that he had doae nothing
but save Jews from the Germans., Smiling bitterly, David remsrked to me

that the noble Swede did not realize that saviang Jews was a much greatcr

crime than espionage, to both the Cheka and the Gestapo.

7




Seven years later prison 1ife brought me together with }Ilu;gt'ro, ;
Vallenberg's other cellmate, He confirmed averything said by Vcodmvs.kly. . i
and added to it, In 1953, Munters said, he, Vallenberg, and the former . [
first secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the [
Kerelo-Finaish SSSR [sic] Kupriysnov ware sent to Irkutskaya Oblast, to .
Aleksandrovsk cnt.ul Prison. Other prisomers sent thor.o in separate
groups were Aho striving, I wvas one of them, They uu that the e
Verkhneural'sk Prison was being vacated to make room for Beriya's men.

In 1955 all the convicts were removed from the Aleksandrov Central
Prison and put i{n two other prisons: Viadiair and Novocherkassk. To
our Vliadimir group, which included Munters and Vallenberg, the author-
ities added the Latvisn pastors Freis and Dusls, the Lithuanisn catholic
priest Mikysl'kyavichus, and a likeable young fellow named Yuriy
Shukhevich, son of the well-knowm Ukrainian nationalist, (I read sowme-
vhere racently that Yuriy Shukhevich is still in Soviet prison. If that
is true, the unfortunate man has brokea all "rccord.".;

Our party was loaded in a "Stolypin” car and sent through nrov.
and Gor'kiy to Visdimir, Becsuse I had a "rank of honor,” namely "spe- ) '
cislly dangerous state criminal,” and was riding in a separate comwpart-
ment watched by a guard with an automatic weapon, [ cwid see the other
prisoners, but I vas unable to talk with them. My lonely trip with four
guards headed by an officer of at least captain's rank (this is called a
"special convoy") seems terrifying at first, but in reality these condi-~
tio:c were even comfortable compared to the way that they transported
prisoncrs who were simply dangerous, for example "talkers” (Article 5819),

They are shoved into the same kind of compartment, but 20-30 in each.




That is how the current Mobel Laureate Solzhenitsyn "traveled."'Yhep

if you consider that "specially dangerous state criminals” u.t‘ the h.ot'
food of the guards, not the usual rotten fish, you can wish with all your
heart that all the mesbers of the Politburo hesded by Marshal Breshnev
could share this happy fate.

So ve arrived at the Viadimir Prison of sad repute. After a bath
and i.ncorrou'tuu.our entire party wvas led off to various vings and rooms.
As wvas proper for my rank, 1 got a single room, No 21 of the second wing.
In early 1956 I received a cell-mate, Simon Gogoberidze, a Georgilsn so-
cial democrat and former political emigre. He had earlier been in the
third wing with Vallemberg and Mamulov, a man who just a short time be=
fore had been one of Beria's closest assistancs. *

Gogoberidge told me that those two had slso been transferred to the
second wing and were in the neighboring cell, No 23, Indeed, a few hours
later we saw through the window Raul Vallemberg walking with the former
Chekist murderse Mamulov, After that ve often saw them.* Our wing was con-
sidered the "sick wing," but in fact it was used for special isolation.
In it, for example, were two mysterious phyntcunf‘a colonel-doctor who
had formerly worked st some institute vhere bacteriological preparations
for sabotage and military purposes were manufactured. Yevgeniya
Alliluyeva, sister of Stalin's deceased wife, Ordzhonikidze's brother,
lyalikov who was an eye-witness to and testifiad for the Cermans on
the Katynskiy crime by the Chekists, and other "specially dangerous"
priSoners also served there.

On 29 October 1959, two and a half years after my full rehabili-
tation (of which T had known nothing), I was freed from prison, but
wvithout the right to return to Poland; my native land,
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At this time Raul Valleaberg vas still in cell Wo 23, but Welwplov
had heen replaced by former secretary of the Central Committee of the ‘
Georgian Cosmunist Party Shariya., 1 sav them walking in the yard many
tizes too.

In 1967 I learned from Butova, the chief doctor at Vladimir Prison,
that after 25 years of imprisonment Simon Gogoberidze was freed and
lived at home {n Thilisi. I went to ses him and vhen we mat, of course,
asked him about those vho had remained in prison after me. Simon said
that Mamulov and Shariya were no longer at Vliadimir, but that the Swede
Raul Vallenberg was still in cell No 23 with some new fellow that wore
a colonel's gray karakul papakha [fur hat].

Until recently this was my latest informatiom on the t.ngi.c fate
of the noble Swede, a victim of the crusl and lying murderers wvho en~
thusiastically suppoit human rights in Chile and on the VWest Bank of
the Jordan.

But just recently I received new information. Yin Kaplan, a 65-
year-old Muscovite vho was imprisoned for his desire to go to his onl.y
daughter in lsrael, m Raul Vallenberg in the hospital of Butyrskaya
Prison in Moscow in the summer of 1975, There is no doubt of this.

Yan Kaplan, who was freed for wedical reasons after two years of im-
prisonment, talked to his daughter Anna Bilder, liviang in Tel Aviv,
on the telephone. Wanting to reassure her, he said, "Don’'t worry about
my health. I have only been in prison two years and I feel fine. At
r.h-'hoopinl of Butyrskaya Prison I saw a‘ Swede vho has been serving
more than 30 years and he looks alrighe.”
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Just recently I resad a lott’r that Kaplan seat to one of ';;.l tela~
tives in the United States vhere he repeats the same phrase about a
"Swede vho has been serving more than 30 years and he looks alright."
On 2 January 1979 I gave a copy of this letter to Mr. Friedsen, Swedish
Ganeral Counsel in New York, to send to the Swedish minfscry of foreign
attairs. ) o )

In com;.lustou, 1 want to appeal to the readers ol'm RUSSKOYR
SLOVO: those of you wvho were in Soviet prisons and know something sbout
" Bsul Vallembarg, report it to the Swedish authorities through the genaral

counsel ot to mss through the editors of the newspaper.

11,176
CSO: 8044
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