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RI NAME CHECK Ol JISELF.?.R {TRSING 10 Feb. 54

1. ZIondon %2-Pts Z-Box B, older 88:. Interrogation of Frelher von Bechtol-
shelm, July 1945, Apnendix A 1 13 Report on GIS Persoanel in the RSEA, Berlin.

WIRSING, Glselher: Simix Stubafu (ss or' SA?), 1is a well-kmown author of
books on economics and America. Brought to Amt VI by Schelleaberg in Dec 44,
was to collect and collate and wemorxizea all nossible info. 80 as to act as
valking Baedaker on intelligence to SCRILIZ{EIRG. Seen oace at a receation
at the WANSEE Guesthouse. :

para 3. PERSC.LIIL -LD LCVIMEBNTS OF TAE D...P’C'l S
dh:lef of Amt VI -~ SS Brigfue and Gen. Maj. 2 d. Pol, SCHELLENBIRG

Personnal Staff: ...... . OGisalker Wirsing, walking Daedeker.

2. .¥ash X-2-Pts-98, Folc.er (86):Box'1, 18 March 46. Subject: .Interrogation
of Karl Eeinz Xraener, German ‘Intelligénce xx Officer statloned 1in Stockhalnm

during ¥W II

para 6. Kraemer reparted to Abwehr I/Luft (The Air Forces
Intelligence Saction of the GIS uantilxamoxawx absorbed by the RSEK in June 1944
Overstlta. lCLz.Y"uS"LEB:.'-! and OELITZ, as well as OBZRLTw. BZRG end Giselher
WIRSISG .....

Dr. Giselher Wirsing: Hentioned in our L4-2899 of 5 iov 1945. Also
author of the "Egmone" reports relying on KRAB{ZR for information.

5. Loadon X-2-Pig 12,"1 of 2: WIRSING, Gisebher

US Forces Zurovean Theater, Interrogstion Center, APC 757; Preliminary Int-
errogation Repmort lio 46, 8 August 1245; Prisoner: B/Stuf Dr. wirsice, Gleselher,
Editor of "XX Jahrimndert"

(O« Personel! Jate: Gleselher Vireirg was bora in Schweinfurt 15 Aor 07. He
studied at Mueaschen, Koenigsberg, Berlin and Heicelberg, working at the same
tizne as co-editor and pudlisher of "Die Tat". From 1530 until 1932 he was

&z Dozent at the Unilv. of Heidelberg., Summer 1832 he went to Berlin to study

a‘ the University, where ke remaired uatil end of 1933, During this period.
he did free-lance newspaner writing and oublished the book "Zwischen Zuropa’.
The following ie 2 surmary of his subsequent career as an author and editor,

1933 Joined the ataff of Muenchener Neuste Nachrichten"

1934 Editor in chief

1938 Spent four months in the United Stz-es. In Hov joined the All-
gemeine SS.

1920 Joiped tke HSDAP

1942 Putlished "Der Masslose Cortinent', a bock in w-ich he described
his experiences in the VIS, Drefted {nto the German Army, served
in Central Russia and the Caucasus as a war reported with rank of
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Lt. In Dec contracted jaundice., Sent to hospital in Vedimar,
1943 Unfit for active gervecs, ~Political writer for "Die Tat", Later
editor in chief of "XX Jahrbundert'. Made sereral trips to Spaia
with Amdbassador Dieckhof?, .
Apr 1944 Publiehed his philopovhical work "Das Zeitalter dss Ikaros!,

g _ Wa® reporter in Parls attached to tle chief intelligence officer.
. Obst. Meyer-Detring, Met Abetz,
Sept . Schellenberg asked him %0 write a seriss of reparts on the world

political situation. Wirsing asked vhether it would be possidle to
convince the Fushrer that furiher prosecution of the war would
be genselese. Schellenberg adnitted that he was of the same opinion
but doubted that the Fuehrer could be convinced. It wan decided
that the peports, later mown ae the "Egmonxt Reports" ehould be
" designed to influence the Fuehrer. Wirsing contimied the work
until shortly before the surreader. He was not & member of Amt VI
and was a0t paid for the work.
p"'ing 45 Consulted with Schellenberg about a surrender to the Jeete'n Allies.
Yothing came of this effort.

b. Administrative Data: ™irsing was arrested in Bad Toelz 1 Jun 45 by CIC
Det 203. sersevcn .

8. Knowledge Brief: a. Journallsts and provagaaddsis in Germany; b. Ant VI
RSHA; c. Personalities of the German Foreign Office. ' :

8, Comments: ,.... Wirs®: ascets that he had very little to do with the SS
and that bis wain ilhterest in life was his vorfession. He says that he was
not & member of RSEA and prepared tha “Zgmont Reports" as a “rrsonal favor to
Schellenberg. Eoo....

’4. 'Deécription of Niraing by Bechtolsheim: 1.72m, powerful ‘build. sparse

fair hatr, rosy round face, round nose and cHn. clean shaven

5. Draft Rports from MFIU Ho. 3: Ia 1941 Wirsing wrote book on U.S., 140, 000
~coples of which sold up to 1943, Title means boundless, with conotations of
insatiadle (Das masslose Kontkunent). Book was very anti-American; "was a
smooth concoction of blatant propaganda and insidious distrdrtions; ...
became & fountain head of aati-Americaa propagazda in Gercany.

"Over and Seyond their lmmediate, didactic purposa, of ealightening theri
readers on the true state of affairs, the Egmont revorts were a maans towards
ant end. Both Schellenberg and Wirsing wore agreed on the deslrablility of
seeing Hitler ax

mt bhors de combat. Wirsipg accepted the commiesion to writs the
Egmont revorts with the expectatlion in view, that Hitler aporaised of all the .
pertinent facte that surmmed up Germany's impending doom would, if he had a
sperk of responsibility left, withdraw from the voltical scene of hia own
accord. At any rate, Wirsing figured, that the reports might be instrumental 1in
manuouevering Hitler into a political stalemate where no alternative
was left hin but to resign. End of Hov. 1544 when it became evident that Hitler
reacted unfavoradbly to the peltical line of the Egmont reports, ......
Egmont reports discoailimied ian March 1945

This report glives Wirsing's eveluation of political event during and just prior
the end of the war. Shows him to he anti-Russien, fearing Russian expansion.




-Sv-

8. London»-Xr-Z-Pts B-P‘older 11 (14) Bo 2 _Annex f 10 Personalities in AmtV1
of the RSHA '

101. W¥irsing, Glselherr, Stubaf, with VI Apr 45; li.ves Berlin; Miec. Editor

of "Die Tat" and "Muenchener Heueste Nachrichten"

'-'L'J'na X-?-Pta-l?7 "2-2&-4246 Box I,:.Nothliag new (Hepo*t of Pergonnel in Amt VI)
. ¥oo120 'e—23-3839_" Hthing new

L L R B ¥ #2-2a~4166  .Nothing new; says as do all the othera. that

"iraing, Giselher was a member of the Zentralburo of Amt VI

7. Rome I-2-Pts 107-#212a=5111; Box 2;: Army Report CI-IIR/40, 29 Dec 45;

Int errcgation of O/Stubaf Paeffgen, Theodor, Loader of VI-D RSEA.

In April 1945 Lenge (bead of VI-D/1) escorted General Vanaman, 'a US Alr
Force Officer, to the Swiss border. Vanaman was allegedly given an oral message
to deliver %o President Roosevelt. This porject was supervised by Schellembergl
who acted upon the edvice of Stubaf Giselber Wirsing (cf Third US Army Int
Center Special Interrogation Report # 2). ATter changing his mind several times,
Himmler had reluctantly consented to Vanamau's release from a FWE,

8. London LZ-?fs 8,Bo . Interrogation of Walter Schellenberg, &z July 45,
XIII. Amt VI colla’bo"ntlon with the Japanese’ ‘ -
42, The officers of Ami VI deall:\, with Japan were:
Professor Dr. Blassen erevee _
Br. Wirsiang was another collaborator of Ant VI with the Japanz;se Intelligence
Servica. EHe workdd on the polticlal eide -of ceatral intelligence rsgarding

Japan. whilgt Lt Col Freund, together with an ofiicer whose name achellanberg
has forgotiea, covered the field of counter esplorage.

9., KEL-463. 15 Oct 40. DIC, CCG (BE) I’R 105, 25 Oct 46; Finel Report on

" Stubaf Fiselher Wirsing:

2. Prisoner's reputation was built orimarily on his shrewd analysis of foreign
affairs. His constent interest in high policy. and personal kumowledge of the

Apoliticians and officials who spaped it, showed him bow temious and .ootent the

manipnlation of power can be., There 1s no doubt that his own political ambitlons
pimed very high, and that he considered himself a future Secretary or Under-
Secretary of State for Foréign Affkex - Affelrs. Ia his view titles and rank

'_ wore unimportant and real iafluence, especlally in totalitarien Germany, could

equally wellbe wielded by shadowy men concealed behind the ﬁlg\u'es exposed to
the public gaxe. C eseeeas

3. Prisoner did not regard himself as an unscrupulous opportunist. As a
journal®st he bad observed the wrangles of -politiclans for many years and prided
himself on having few illusloas: to him Fascism, democracy and Communism were
but symptoms of the age-old clash of cultures, paxt.of the dynamic struggle betw-
Nazism was inj ecting new vigour into a people forgetful

een decay and growth ...
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of ¥ha 1ite destiay. In hié youth, he had sat at the faét of Oswald Speiyler:
his wag Spengler's phllosophy brought up to date.

When Prisoner first came into prominence ia the early 1930s he advocat ed
pseudo-Socialism and State sationalism, ie the Gregor Strasser kind of Hazisa,
$xk Through hie writings he persuaded the Conservative element to under write

© Neziem, arguing that the more repngnant aspects were mere teething troubles of

a young revolutionary party. ......
4, Prisoner is a man of ‘eéxceptional 1ntellecfua1 facultiee and literfu'y flair,

‘From then onwards he interprated Nazi expansion in terms of renascence of German

£ "Xultur, oemoooo - his theme was Garman hogemony ip Zurope, cloaked in the
deceptive verbiage of a "Federsl Europe'. The mission of Germsn Kultur,the
degrading aihilism of "Amerikanismis”, the mechaaistic berbsriem threatening
from the East, the decadence and hypocrisy of British Imperialism, all thess were
recurrent topies in hie writings, served up with a seemi rational erudition
in which shrewd historical and social analysis, insidious’ half-truths and

.astonlshing fallacles constantly inéermingled.

" 5. Prisoner's claim that he was not a Nx Nazl is not well founded. He was
not, it is true, a believer in the N rdic vlood myth, He can point to -his

frequent clashes with the Propegande Ministry, with Bormann, Dietrich,
Goeb%els and Ribbentrop, to his cautious public and open private criticism
suring the final stages of the Third Reich ("The was is lost — let us save

" Germany), and finally to his timid intrijues to have the, as he believed, the

more malleable Himaler replece Hitler. ...... His share in th: war guilt
was thet he shorsd up a vicious and cowardly dictatorship by giving it moral
values and a historical perspective which he knww to be false.

History of the Casge 7. Many questions fn the Srief have alreedy beea fully

" covered by vrevious reports, end Prisoner has nothing new to add. In fact,

suck info ‘as he has Eiven £alls short of previous statements. Further

oa the basis of the "Dustbia" Report, apperently unwarranted assumptions have ’
been made linking Prisoner with political and economic esplonsge. For
instance a whole para (para 8) of the Dustbin Repeort 1s devoted to Wirsiag's
Probadle Activitles” and contains hints and predictions not substantéated by
data, but based, it would seem, wholly on the previous interrogators' lmnches.
Each of these red herrings bas greatly delayed investigatioxn.

9. Career:

15 Apr 07 - Born in Sclncein.f\xrt/l(ain

1925 -~ Studied sociology and political science.

1929 -~ Became aszist to Prof Brinkmenn at Institute of Social and Pol. Sciences
at Heidelberg Univ. During next few years visited Fast. European and

. Bplkan countries. . :

1930 ~ Took Doctor's degree at Hetdelberg Univ.
Asst. Editor - Die Tat - .

1932 - Published his first book: Zwlischeneuropa wnd die Deutsch Zulunstt

Went to Berlin as free-lance Joumallst. and became - active contributor

to Die Tat.

" Sep~Dec 32 - Worked in the Info Sect, of League of Nations, in Jeneva.

1933 - Contimed free-lance jouraalism. Published his second book: Deutschland
in der Weltvolitick. Went to Italy and Tugodlavia.

Oct 33 - Asst Editor of Muenghener Neueste dachrichten.
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1934 -~ Publlshed the third book: "Koepfe der Weltpolitick

End 34 - Became political editor of Muenchener Jeueste Nachrichtea" and editor
of Die Tat.

’ Travelled widely in Europe for his papers, flurlng next t'ew years,

Summer 36 - Editor in chief of MMN

Jan-tar 38 - Firat hourney to the Middle East .

Pyblighed fourth book: M"Eaglaender, Juden & Araden in Palaesti.na"

Apr - Aug 38 Visit to USA .

Jan-Mar 39 - Second journey to Middle Zast.

Sep 39 - Accepted hon poeition in Info Sect. of Ausw Amt, in eddition to his

- duties as editor of MNH and Die Tat, now renamed Das XX dahrmndsrt
Jan 42 - Publication of fifth book: "Der Masslose Kontinent",
Feb 42 - Voluntarily joined the Army. His posltion as editor of the MNN had
* become untenable as a result of several editorial articles favouring
a lenient policy twoards France. (& "There is no such thing ay a "soft
or hard policy, only a wise or a stupid one".
Promoted Sdf (Z) in Eriegsberichter Komp.

Apr1il 42 War Correspondent in Russiag attached 56 Pz Corps. There wrote
memorandum criticising Serman treatment of Rueslans., This emx memo
he panaged to gove peraonnally to Gen Wagner, Deputy Chief of GS,OKH.
Yagner apperently passed it on to Hitler, for some months later Prisoner
was ordered by Bormann not to write again on Ruasian affairs dueing

K the war.

Dec 42 ~ I11: returned to Gema.n,' . :
Jan 43 - Attached to OKW/W/Pr (Wehrmecht Propaganda) Wirking on ¥ehrmacht
© - publication "Signal" Brief vislits to France, Spain, Italy and

Denmark. ) i

Spring 44 - Promoted Lt. ’ )

1944 -~ Publication. of ‘sixth book: Das Zeitalter des Ikaros".

Summer 44 - Das XX Jahrhundert” was suppressed b Propaganda Ministry as a result

of an erticle on Hierorymas Bosch (Allegorical ilnvective)

Oct 44-Mar 45 - Wrote Zgmont Reporta for BRSEA VI, and became Schellenberg's

' political adviser. Evacuated with Amt VI staff to Bavaria.

1 June 45 - Arrested by American CIC ia Bad Toelz, Bavarla, ° :

Political:

.1933 = Member of Reichsnrensekammer

sov 38 - Hotstuf in Allg Ss

Summer 40 - Joined NSDAP (rno rank or office)
Autum - Stubaf in Allg SS

Remainder of remort describes Wirsing's position as trusted political advisor
-of Schellenberg (head of Amt VI) and autbor of Egmont reports. Cives plece~
meal description of contents of those reports (from Wirsing's memory), and
detailed description of Wirsing's travels and contacts.

L T2m7-28-15; . MGFA 3435 (3 Feb 50); To: Chiaf, Foreign Divieion M, From: COS,
Earlsruhe; “Subjedt: Activities of German Nationalist Circles - "Die Bruder-
_schart" (The Brotherhood) )

According to a summary report on the Bruderchaft by the acting chlef of the
Intélligence Branch, OLC, Bavaria, Mr Eric Isenstead, submitted to Dir Of Intelligence




BICOG, Giselher Wirsing, Schweianfurt, Alte Bahnhofetr. 2, former chief sditor
of Muenchner Meuste Nachrickten, top na:l journalist, present on staff of
Christ und “Welt, Stuttgart (A-1) ie a member of the Brudershaft, Die Brud~

erschaft 1s a loosa federation of former German professional officers, conservative

industrialiet, and professional "Christian" politicians., With headquarters
located in Schlose Holste bei Bislefeld, the organization 1a governed by a
so-called Bruederrat, which is not % be confused with the Bruederrat of the
Confessional (Evangelical) Clurch. ‘tember of group iholude Lt Sen Eric ven
Manteuffel, Lt Gex Oldwig von liatzmer, Lt. Geneérml Speidel, etec. One of
principal leaders of oce Franke-Orleksch, vice-chairman of CDU in Schleswig-
Holetein, formerly a follower of Otto Strasser ,

32-7-27-54%2; ID EUCOM; Report # R-P174-50, 29 June §0; Subjsct: OCerman
Foreign Office _ -

Glselhsr Wirsing, present adiress wuoknown, believed tc be in Munich. From
1939-41 ¥Wirsing was & member of the Informationsabrellung of the Berlin Foreign
Cfrice. Ze was the author of many books including oaze on the USA cakimmxito
called The Boundless Continent". Wirslag was born on 15 April 1906 in
Schwelnfurt (L51/k76). Bafore 1935 Wrising served as the chief editor of the
Hagnzine Die Tat. From 1942 to tke ead of WW II Wirsing served with CKWIWPR as
rublisher of 9Signal”. At his demazification trial Hahn apneared a a witnegs.

1. Wirsing, Biselher

3. Born 907 in Schweinfurt

6. Bad Eeildrunn, Chkerbayern

12, Journalist

19. Plac 4 in group 4 by tke dsnazificetion court (this is the least seveore
of all groups except group 5 which is -equivalernt to acquital).

24, 'Played prominznt press role in the Fitler period and was editor of the

‘Muenchener Neueste dzchrichten.

TLWX -’580?~ 6~7-45, Irterrogation Report of Karl Georg Pfleiderer, CSDIC, BAOR,
10 Jan 46, Appendix E to FR 21¢ Subject: Prisoner's Relations with the ISHA.

3, Prisoner's relations with Azt VI were very differect from those with Ant IV
and of far greater importance, He had ters'nal contact with three wmen:

c. Wirsing, Dr Giselher, writer and joﬁmalist. Adviser to Schellenderg on

pclitical arfairs abroad. Kraemer told Prisoner that he did aot belong to RSHA

tut that through hie friend ¥Wirsing. he had direct com—unicetions with Schklenberg

(Fflelderer was attdched to Germen Legation in Stockholn during war.)
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5. «....Kraemer then gave Prisonar Yiraing's lagest book to reade, whick was
called "Das Zeltaltcr des Tkaro. Prisoner states that the book contalned a
great deal of hidden critlcism o the Third Relch, 80 ik In fact that the
writer must heve had the aid of .the RSKA in kaving it accepted by ihe llicistry
of Propagsnda., Xracmzr and Prieoacr decided that they would use VWireing for
direct contact with Schellenterg -

] Prisoner met Wirsing on 21 #arch 45 {n 3erlin. The conversatiogd dealt with
tha question of what could be done to help Gernany. .....

7. Prisonsr states that during the direcusaion Wirsing ralsed one ofux or

two points in which he was greatly interested, nanmely, the international
significance of the Church end Jewish problems., Yirsing was of the opinion
that no greater service could be rendered to Jermeny than to contimue the
policy of the RSHA, with Eimmler'e sanction, to save many tkousanis of Jews

by granting them permission to go to Switzerland.. Wirsing also expeessed hope
that protlem of the Crx Clurch in Germany would find a happy solutton. He
maintained that his would considera®ly influence nublic opinlon abrasd in

Germany's favor ......

. . ~ o
LWX~-002-815 C,” 8-28-45; Nothing “ew., Briefly reviews “"irsings relations with
Schellenberg at very end of war (last few days)
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