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o "? 3 There is enclosed herewith a translstion of a recent
21/ article on German-Middle East Relations ky. Giselher
3 W] one of the editors of the influential weekIy mewspaper,
L Christ und Welt., In suggesting that some U.S. quarters would

welcome: - the Ulbricht visit as part ‘of American detente pdlioy,
the article illustrates how far otherwise responsible writers
can go when a foreign policy problem becomes intértwined with
the Cerman question. Wirsing generally takes a pro-U.S. viev
on moat 1mportant 1saues.
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Translation R R S . T
oi’ an-article by Gieelher Wirsing in Q_bg;i_p_ __r;_ a!g},& for Feb 5, 19'65/

. Stelinerad on th

L Ludwig Erhard'a Secret Diplomacy and its ‘Results

Tenaions betueen Bonn and Cai.ro have 8 much de°per background"
" and broader repercussions. than presently assuned in the Federal: -
Repuolic. With an indescribable innocence the Federal Government - - °
.fell into a trap set by quite different forces and for quite '
- different motives. What we reported here a week ago is at last:
- common knowledge: . Ulbricht's invitation by Nasser 1s s redction
- to Bonn's.secret arms.supply sgreements with Israel. Adenausr-and’
.. ‘Ben Gurion negotiated the first srms desl of this nature 8s esrly
".8s 1960..' The Germaps at that.time tried to anticipate' the worst .’
repercusslons of the:then: impending Eichmann trial. - Apparently . - -
“this first arms desl'of abgut 50 million.-dollars was completed last .
fall. .The Arab world knew about the shipments but angrily accepted

7 ccording to 8 ﬁgy_ 12_ Times report (which, houever , could,:
"have been planted for a spacific purpose) Israel and. Germany cone:
cluded a-second- arms. desl of .80 million dollars last Uctober. . Aside
‘froi . other ‘weapons;,: ‘this new deal primarily aupplied Israel with -,
American tanks of the M=48 type. If this report is correct, tb.is
,second ‘deal was concluded vben the’ dlspute over, the uater of the
Jordan was - coming t0-8 head and when ths-Near East ‘again ‘threatened.
‘to.be’ the focal’ point of~ another msjor crisis. At that, time it . -
should have been obvious to-everyone. that the: Arabs, and especlallj"
Nesser ’ vould not tolerate a sécond- German-Israeli arms - deal
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oo Eerly this week in snother.disclosure the New York
<=0 = thet Washington had sgreed.to the supply of Americen tanks by the -
- " Federal Republlc. The paper 'also repor
" primarily wented to encumber' the Germans witn
" . expose the U.’S.-to later Arab reprosches. The Federal Republic
"agreed. to this game ' although gome influential politicians and ' -
.. Germen diplomats . in the Near East had.emphatically warned of the
.+ great risk to the entire German position in the Third Yorld.
" Since lsst October's conference of the non-committed netions in
.. Calro it was known, sfter 811, that Nesser- pleyed & key role in -
" this. world. - This was particularly true-after Nehru's death.  This
_.--has nothing to do. with whether or
.% It was also known that the Federa
- a break with Egypt and that, from
" Soviets w

1 Republic could hardly isolste
the moment of this-bresk,. the

~as-therae : 18 4 . :
"the position’of the Federal Republic -there, All the many remifi-
. ‘¢ations of the armé deal. with Israel -which might lead far.beyond °
2 . Gairo‘tquthelpélitical-destrhction

- Republic, were not séen. ~Instead, Bonn 1
opportunism-of everyday politics:

hat tﬂa’disqlosd}éé,abéut.apnn's arﬁs-

21y, should fow be- noted!
desl:with Israel were made’ by
were.

mede by a paper which ha : ,
1n§$nthét;§ha_dé?féct6}iecognitidn.of the Soviet Zone would.

welcol
nd- the {USSR. :, This! qpld,zof1canse,,céll‘fdnnthe.remOVEl
o¢trinewhich g0 far:has proved-astonishingly”
'has"been ;removed there wouldibe ess need to .’
n'when fg with Moscow?::In!view of Bonn's’
(which'was: 6riginslly made’ with

1

ad,’ ¢t itself be: guided by the

not we like or how we judge Nasser.

ere bound. to brutally intensify their pressure.upon Indis-- - .
'ddnd-keyfcountrynpfwthsfThi:d_“orld in order.to undermife - . :

o of thé position of the Federsl '

made’ by American-circles. These disclosures
s for some timé been hinting between: L

Times claimed .i?f
tod: that the State Department
ith this deal rether than

-~

K e-in the interést of 8 further détente between the - -
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eince the Suez crisis. In Lecenber, de Gaulle sent former Hinister
President Edgar Fsure, who also paved the way for the establishment

. wag bound to have an slarming effect on Tel Aviv. An invitation .
-of Nesser to Peris no -longer seemed out of the question. Under
the circumatences it could only be in: Israel's interest to cut the

. Federal Lepublic off from any possibility of retreat. .In other
words, Tel Aviv.was suddenly no longer interested inm keeping too

- secret that’ secret agreement sbout arms supplies becsuse-the

Israelxa properly anticipeted Masser's resction.

:L .~ ™ . Vhen, last week, the German-Egyptian crisis was reaching 1ts

"+ -article in Haaretz urging his Govermment to start a ‘preventive war -

" .#gainst the Arabs as soon as the. latter: begin to divert the water

. "of the. Jbrdan. Mlnister President Eshkol publicly joined in these’
threats. ‘Whether bluffs or desdly earnest, these statements were

g the German Ambassador to discusa the invitatlon of Ulbrlcht

- wa could rederer achieve athhi1g in his talk with Hasser
-.without announcing the -immediate. discontinustion of German arms

. this.arms aid nov meant direct intervention in an imminent war
in the Near Eest could no- longer be met .with general statsmanis.
Even. though Hizdister Westrick, on'the day before, had pointed out-.-
to an Isrseli’ representative how difficult the situation of the, .
Fedaral. Republic was because -of these srms supplies, the. Chancellor,
1n spite of this- dsngerous aggravatlon for ‘our entire foreign- .
3 ‘sdhering to the prirciple "Pacte sumt ‘servanda" .
‘bé observed"); Miracles wers hoped .3r.'“ .

1n p: yed wlth tne Federal Republlc. They -gave: venf -
ns i egainst Basser. - He is" .certainly not :a- gcntleran,
demanded abcut the -most: stupid. thino concelvable in -

" of relations with Peking,.to Egypt for a three-week stay. This = * o

..~ climax, the former Israeli chief of staff iloshe Dayan published an"‘
" made 'at: a time when they had to be on Nasser's desk when he received;ﬂ “_'A“

.8id to Israel? ‘Nasser's argument that in view of Dayan's uhreats_ o
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