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Enclosure:

Translation of
Wireing article..

..(Unolaesified) •

There is enclosed herewith a trans1t1onn of a recent
article on German-Middle East Relations ..Giselher
one of the editors of the influential weeily-newVgier,
Christ und Welt. In suggesting that some U.S. quarters would
welcome . the • Ulbricht visit as part of American detente pólioy,
the article illustrates how far otherwise responsible writers
can go'when . a foreign polioy problem becomes intertwined with
the German question. Wirsing generally takes a  ro-U.S. view
on Most important issues.
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• Ethcloeure'to A ;4391.

,	 " • Amembaeey BONN'
.	 .

• 'Translation ,;.: ' ' 	 '	 ' 	 • . •	 '	 .	 ;	 .	 ' ' '	 ' ..	 - .. ,	 .'	 . •	 '	 .
,

•• of an article by • Giselher. Wirsing in Christ 41 112.11 for Feb 5, 1965:: 	.,.!;..;
.	.tAT-l i..	 .•.	 •	 .	 _	 .
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c-: .46oicliiig • to a E.. ..xar_tt-Times ;report ... ( which, however, could;,:-..:,• ..	 . 
ve • been 'planted for a • specific . purpose) Israel and.Dermany con- .• :: '...:.: •:`::.,::- !

:eluded a • second' arms deal of .,E0' million . dollars . last October. . Ai ide...--- ..-...;."''.,...i
:	 .	 .

American tanks Of the 14-1.8 type. If this report is correct, this •;-:-. 	 -;
fth other weapons, this new • deal: primarily supplied. Israel with '-,', . '....,.-',.....i	

-,... •
	 . 1.

I
0J1

fi • ,econ.d. deal was concluded When the dispute over the water of the- •-• '•: '.' .----.,....7.•.-„:-.4. 	 .-4. 

-, Jordan was coming tAi . a head and when'tbie -Near . East again threatened - ''- ' • -'..•::'. .	 .	 .	 ...	 .
•

. - NEieser,. would not tolerate :6 .second- .Germa.n7Isreeli arms deal.- .	 . -:,-..-. ''.-

. to be the focal point' of another major crisis. At that, time . it	 ....:-... ... -. ; .....
-.. should have been- obvious to everyone that the ' Arabs, ..and , especially
....,:-'	 • -...1. - 

Ludwig Erhard l e Secret Diplothacrand ' its Results

Tensions between Bonn and Cairo have . a . m6ch deeper background •
And broader repercussions. than iaresently assumed in the Federal'

: Republic: With an indescribable innocence the Federal Government
fell into a trap set by quite different forces and for quite
different: motives. ' What we reported here 'a week ago is at last. 	 : ,•• '
common knowledge: .Ulbricht l ifinvitation by Nasser is a reaction

- to Bonn's secret armeaupply agreements with Israel. Aderiauer-and:
'Ben Gurion negatiated the first arms deal of this . nature as early

..es 1960. • Th“ermans at thattithe . tried to anticipate the worst
rePercussion.s ..of theAhen'impending ZiChmanri trial, •Apparently
this first arris'dealof about 30 million dollars was completed last

:fall:. :The Arab world knew about the shipments but angrily accepted

'',"1.donnter 14eeStiresl:had. to , be 'ex.'pe cte d . that would blow up . the 7s 67far,:..,,,V ::•: -
phneeesfUl • daliateith doctrine and •thus -offer . the Soviet Union the :-.77::;•l:-..:-'-'.,	 '''• V i.,I/f.t •lop'g•ii..iaited . opportunity-. to.: elevate. the position Of the . SOyikt- .. : .....'.--:::•:1•4•:' •,.::	 1111'. zOne'::regime : in- the: Third .. World to • such *a 'level that ' further talks; :....::: :'-'•:: ..- „t . •

.abOuV,Germany,yould be suEerfluOue.....	 .	 .. :.,.. :.. ..„- ••,.. • ... • ::- ...-. -....4.„	:.,;-..„....,:i. !...

•'	 ln' iiia...telk :14th . AmbessedOr •Federer, ' Weiser pointed c:Iiii.:that-:'''':-.,•4,-'i'','.-	 .	 .	 —	 .	 .	 .	 ..	 .	 ,.	 ,
.... for three 	 • had .aOught • an invitation-to Cairo and :- - '	 • - • - • '.	 ,-..•	 •	 ....	 ..,..	 ,.	 •	 .	 .	 ..	 .	 •	 I

.	 .	 ,..	 .	 .	 •
had alwaYs' :•beendenied.'. ' Presumably Nasser ',would . not have yielded .:' 	 . . ,.,

-.,.;..to,Shelepin* renewed pressure if the •Federei :. GoVernMent ilaci'.-,.
•, :_etiekde..6447:5i.:.7.'purs ued . 90#tieiiiqpiei . 's.:•.initiative" in 'November. •• (..)O1-Y......' ..

::fafter••: .NeaSericOneliided:-.t.hatBonn.. iis:::koing. 03:Ieave 'things,•askthey:,: . ...:7 1, !:--
0.*6?,;:aidAiiiitf;i.iiii",-*4.0.14i .1....-":	 •:.:::::-:-.;-.:1::::::::'.:,:,...-,:i:,;.:

:	 ''••:.::-..''!•••:,..::•:".;:,..Y;t.'.;".:.;.!;.!,.',.. 	 .".:'.!...':',,,:,',:::.'I''.. '7'..•':	 '-'`-f ''''': . .	 '
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Early this week in another .disclosure the Lea York Times claimed
• '	 .

	

.	 ••	 .

that Washington had agreed to the supply of American tanks by. the .. .
:. Federal Republic. The paper also reported that the State Department . . .

• primarily wanted to encumber the Germans with this deal rather than
expose the U. S. to later Arab reproaches . The Federal Repub*c . .

• 'agreed to this game although some influential politicians and
• German diplomats .in the Near East had .emicilaatically warned of the

. . • great risk to the entire German position in the Third World.
Since last October's conference of the non-committed nations in .

• . Cairo it was known, titter ell, that Nasser played a key role ' in •

i ; this world. • This was partiCillarly . trim' after Nehru 1 s death. This
has nothing to do with whether or not we like or how we judge Nasser.

::• 1/4. It was also known that the . Federal Republic ,could hardly isolate .

• a break with Egypt and that, from the Moment of this break, : the	 •

•.: :. Soviets were bound to brutally intensify their pressure upon India ..
...• .. as ! the second key : country,.of•t he, Third World in order .to undermine 7.• •

. 
the position of the Federal Republic there. All the many' ramifi-
cations" Of the arms deal with Israel ..wiiich might lead ., :far• beyond	 -.„.
Cairo to the '.political destruction of the : pOsitiOn. of the Federal' -..

1:'...fiepublic , were not seen. • Instead, Bonn let itself: be guided by the.
..'..', opportunism • Of.. everyday politics '. 	 . ...

	

.	 ,	 _.	 ....	 .
•.	 , .•	 .. :	 •	 _	 .	 _	 . ,	 ....	 .

=,.	 . It should now be noted that the disclosures : about Bonn's arms

-•• deal with Israel Were made...by American circles. These disclosures
.7, were made by a paper which has for sothe time been hinting between

the l'inee, that the defactO::'recognition. of the Soviet_4one .would .
• be , r.ather welcome .. in the interest of . a further détente .between ': the ..;.,	 .	 .	 .

r	 7.:■:1:02,p ;...eild.‘ttie-p*.: This would, of course,: cell for the removal
el'.	

Of : j',,i: Haliiiiii doctrine which . so far has proved-astonishingly•	 •	 -
.•".4.	 -	 .:	 .	 • ,	 ...	 ,	 •	 ,

durable. ': Once 	 has been removed there would be less need' to • •
t	 -.	 -,	 ,	 .	 .	 2	 .

:•. have regardregard 4kir .:,Bonn . when ti4tog with. mosoow-; : : In view or BOnn's'...
...masteri). 1.6 .e6 ',.:Cf .:. secrete diplomacy (which i waS . .Originally • made . with- - ...„,

OA- SchiCeder 1 ii- knOwledge )t')iPthing • wasz ..„ simpler than to 'blindly ... •: -
::•infuriate.,filaaaer.::bY:-,Making:':ui'.-prbp'errldisclo'surei':.. This is 	 ,	 ....

i exactly ' what was- 	 ,.:.: .:•.'".....	 . ,-.•::	 ::	 .. : :.••
•••It

':NOW thiB is where-Israel	 ''to yA..iato the picture.	 Tel	 i
it :wa

1
.I. Obio-kiact: with 'great . Condel'O.. -.; t1iti:de Gaulle was about	 .

only, normal. b:ot.,`devèlipa .heii Near Eastern policy and establish not
ri"e:ord.fal",-reletiOnS.::yithEgrpt 

Ma does': ncrtl.nt_enct:to ;take an unfriendly attitude. tniwards
Israel - a weakening of the anivort„ .Iarael ..:bae, receiyed ,from2. .Zranc...._ e
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• :::•.• 7 -	 Now Could-Federer- achieve ...eivithing in his talk with ilaster'
without announcing the •Immediate discontinuation of German arms -

•••••	 ••• aid to Israel? Nasser's argument that in view of Dayan's threats

V
- ••••'

	

	 .•this arms aid now meant direct intervention in an imminent war	 .
the Near East could no longer be met with general statements.

•• Even,thengh ..-Minister WestriCk;I:on-the day before, had pointed out, •
•• •••to an Israeli representative. hew difficult the situation of the 	 ....•	 :•• ••,•	 •	 .	 •
,...Federal.Neptiblic Was because of these arms ssupplieS, the Chencellor,:-,. 	 7

	

in Spite of this dangerous aggravation for our entire :foreign- . •	 •

	

polibY;'...ept':adhering to the principle . "PaCta•sunt servanda“ . ..	 *;.• -.• •
.("Treaties must be observed") .; MiraCIeS : were hoped 2,r- .• . :

.	 the opposition, hardly saw through
this-game beineplayed with the FederalRepublic. ; .They gave vent •

,to their. PmotioosV egeinet..../IesSer...- , He is certainly- not :a Ecntleman,
bUt.:the • PartieS demanded ebeut, :the•:moit: staPid thing conceivable in
this •fsituation,, namely, the Use of our development • aid to EuPt as

• a lever. • It : ler:true that development aid is always • a political
- faCter ...too,:as'• all who give and : accept it know, but ii. a crisis it

..•c„:;•cannot be..used . es..au,inStrUmenti':-becanae:it'look.s,:like blackmail and
• . , . ; proVekeSI:thePite : ofZ:the f Other l:party;•nc; matter -hoW much this -ot'ar

,:.b/sclaSeiling-.;.,•,, It was humiliating hearing ' the parties V •
suddenly argue in the style of past dollar imperialism

••	
r.!	 :7::	 '

"3-.	 . • • •.	 .
.	 ..	 •	 •

since the Suez crisis. In Vecember, de Gaulle sent former 14inister
. President Edgar Faure, who also paved the way for the establishment

of relations with Peking,. to Egypt for a three-week stay. This V ' .

was boUnd to have an alarming effect on Tel Aviv. An invitation •
of Nasser to Paris . no -longer seemed out of the question. Uncler
the circumstances it could Only be in Israel's interest to cUt the

• Federal liepublic off from any possibility of retreat. In other
: • words, .Tel Aviv was euddenly no longer interested in keeping too

secret that secret agreement about arms supplies because the
;. Israelis' properly.anticipated Nasser's reaction. 	 ..	 -

P ' .•. % • When, list week, the German-Egyptian crisis was reaching its •
f--:::...	 , . climax, the former Israeli chief of staff Moshe Dayan published an' . •

'• . erticle 11 Haaretz urging his Government to start a preventive war
4.1..., ....;	 . against the Arabs as soon as the latter begin to divert the water

of the Jordan. Minister president Eshkol publicly joined in these
threats .. 'Whether bliiffs or deadly earnest, these statements were	 *

- 1 ' • .- '.:'	 : made' at . a time when they bad to be on Nesser . 's desk when he received .
the German Ambassador to discuss the invitation of Ulbricht. • 	 .

.	 .

tr,i.	,:,;::::. i,,'...;:	 " ' '	 •

'



.	 .	 •

' 	 .

— Thus,'the stupidity and lack of skill of the Germans in crises.
of fore4n policy again manifests itself to an appalling degree.-

• Unable to understand the background of the whole affair, Bonn did
•exactly what Moscow hardly. dared dream possible. It cannot be said
:et this moment whether . and how it will still be possible to heal
the breach.thatle'now opening, but it cah be said that all -

,!.. :.rasponsible people,in -Bonn have helped so 'much to ruin paat.German
foreign policy that l itherdly,eiciata,any longer,


