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(JURCE The;:following 'information comes from a fairly: reliable source
who has 'close . connections with several Eungarian prelatei in
exile and high clerical oiroles in Bone.

4T0	 -

• ,Monsignot Jeasef Za. n Apostolic Tisitator for 41 Hungarian refugees,
acts as the offittXVHpre9enZative of tha:Hungarion Catholic Chub.rc
outside of RungarY. Re was born in 1909, studied first at the Binhops'
Seminary in:Oyfir, then 'at the.Paxmaneum in Vienna where he compleued his
studiescum laude. In 1935 Zagon wee consecrated .priest at the Diocese

. of 076r and was immediately ate/geed by the late Bishop of Gyar, Iatvan
* Breyer, to his palace . as Professor or Religion at Oyer High School. Later

he became cathedra1-preacher . In l941:Monsignor Zegnn was agpointed to.
the post of Chancellor of the Orditariat of the Diocese by the late
Bishop Harem Tames Apor of Gybr (be was executed by the Soviet: in the
spring of 1945)..

This appointment was re-confirmed by'Biohop Apor's successor, Bishop
Barman Papp cifely5r. Subsequently, he became Canon. 'However, because
of his outspoken anti -Communiot attitude, the Monsignor was forced to
floe flungary-in 1945. He has since been living at Mutters in the
vicinity of Innebrack..

• On b August 1950 Zagoe Was appointed Apostolic Visitator .for 3i:trope and
severe], weeks ./ater, in early September, be became ApoetoliC Visitator
for all -Ifungariang living in exile. He has subsequently been recognisod
as such by all bishops in Austria, /titly, France. Belgium, the Retherlands,
and Germany.. It is expected that eventually he will , receive ,recognition

. from all other' bishops in the woe-tern world. " Zagon's office Is •presently
, 	 in Innabritck. 1-1,.nt he plant to transfer it to ROme.

• Although Monsignor Ze,gon is reported to have never taken ' aides in Western-
oriented politics '(and requires's/miler attitudes from all priest
responsible to hits),he is nevertheless keenly interested in Hungarian
developments. His personal opinion is that shortly after the withdrawal
of the Soviets frets Hungary, the Catholic' element, whi el comprises 67 per

• centof' the total population of the country a the only large-scale
' spiritual r^eistance to date, will have to play an important role in the

rebuildint	 'he country. It is for this reaton that 'Monsignor Zagon
.gives all p.	 le support to the education of young Hungarians in exile
and observes v,ry closely the current developments in Hungary,.
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. The followine evaluation° of Hungarian Catholic politiciew and their
respective foil-were in exile are reported to he not juat_tbe personal
opinionc of either :4onsig1or Zagon and Other .high clerical officials,
but rather a coneenuts of all known facts and Opinions. (*)

Dezefi Sulv2t has overplayed hie role and is net expeeted to regain a
position of importance in the future Hungary.

The same applies to Istidwi Baranitovics who, by his immediate poet-war
'left-liberal tendencies (then considered to be the proper attitude),
has lost all sympathy.

,Sclyal,lo/zsefpalffT, an honorableJsan, neither has nor hart ever had
, sufficient follower°. He will not be able to cope with pest-liberation

conditions.

Jimitef Hoesi-gamatia, now a meMber of the New York Nagy Committee, is
probably one of the stronger leader* in exile, despite the fact that he

- is'not considered qualified to &Biome a leading role.

Evaluations of other Hungarian politicians in exile are as fellows:

. Apart from a definite lack of leaders, the 'Arrow Cross° is composed
of fanatics who are discredited by their Nazi collaboration. Coaaaveaely.
the group is unacceptable to the Hungarian Catholic Church.

lenses (Bolthevist& Ellenes-Bemeti-Ertik). now led by .Bi/a Marton of
Innebruck, is a coalition of conservative and rightist elements. Although
the attitude of this group is friendly towards the Catholic Church, it
cannot be considered a partner of any value.	 -

The came welters to Profoesor Tibor Barath	 Preece), who is supported
by De Gaulle and other similal rightist groups.

hajos von Maria/Ty and his circle of conservative parliamentarians, including'
Count Bela Toleki, /hinder iindvey, and others, are considered highly respect-
able. However, it is believed that, inasmuch as the members of . this group
have been in exile for a considerable period, the y have lost their contacts
with present and future Hungary. Although individuals of this group may have
a certain future value, the group itself should be classified as "leaders
without followers."

Colonel General Ferenc von Yarkas-Kiab_rnak is considered highly respectable
but his chances are believed to be on &Par with Mariaffy's because he com-
promised himself by becoming too active at aim unpropitious moment.

-
Malor General Andrits Zako re presents the active *MHB70 (Megyar Harcosok
DaJ tarei KBelissege). This group is considered to have a Chance
during the first period of liberation only if it is linked to a strong
political group.

The same aPelies to Colonel,Lajos Dobol.4 and Lt. General Lajos de Folkus-
hazy who her_d the group of former Hungarian gendarmes. The latter, however.
It considered too old and probably exhausted by his vehement Arrow Cross
sympathies. Members of this group axe responsible for the successful fight
againot Communism between 1920 and 1944, and could perhaps be as
important as General Zakee

Tibor de Eckhardt is the outstanding Hungarian politician with the New York
committee. He is very popular, but his ten years of exile and his somewhat
fickle nature are not considered advantages. Eckhardt's political- experience
is by far the greatest of any Hungarian politician in exile.
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Ferenc Nagy i u appeasement of the Communist Party, his flight, and his
theatrical abdication have cost him all sympathies in Hungary. Nagy's
attitude towards the Catholic Church is hostile.

AladAr Szegedy-Meezek and ZoltAn Pfeiffer are believed to have no future
in Hungary, ahtough the former is presently 'Foreign Minister' in the
New York HagyCoMmittee.

Bela Fabian, also a member of the New York Committee, is considered to
be the representative of Hungarian Jewry.. He is liberal and would be
acceptable as a coalition partner.

•
Kiraly Peyer. anothtr Member of the New York Committee, until 1944 Chief
of Hungarian Socialists, was outclassed by Stakasits while still in a
German concentration camp. He is considered a left Socialist and opposed
to the Church.

Monsignor Bela Varga. figurehead 'president' of the New York Committee,
is considered a kindlrand_likeable person but without outstanding

• abilities.

'The &roues of Antal Ban and Imre Kovacs and other Merritt circles are.
opposed to the Church,. ?and vice versa. This is especially true of
Ferenc Wied5r, oditor'Of	 Ember-(Publithed in the United States), who
was a Communist Commissar under Bela un and has to this day remained
S Communist.

7.- 2be consensus of opinion Of Hungarian clerical circles iii.Rome is that
leadership in Hungary aftair liberation will fall to men who have remained
underground during the Rakes/ regime. Although certain personalities in
exile may temporarilvattein leading positions, it is hoped that the present
refugees will not assume active roles, but will remain as links to the Hest.
They believ,1 that develop -Acts in Hungary singe 1945 preclude the re-
establishment Of the status quo for which all refugees more or less work.
The weak point is Ferenc Nagy and his group Which it allegedly strongly
favored by the United States. It is feared that he will cost the United
States all sympathies in Hungary, and that Hungary, which will be badly in
need of outside assistance,-will become pro-French or even pro-Carman. ...

• Of all the . Hungarian Church organizations, the Jeiuits„ .. having .saved most
of the youngfr priests, will play a leading it not the leading role. Scores
of these Young priests are even DOW being eduaated at their Italian seminary.

Field Comment: MO apparently natural tendency of refugees in exile to
split up into e number* bitterly antagonistic groups is Sufficiently
notorious to warrant a word of warning. It should be noted that the
evaluation of those groups is based on two equally important factors--
their pooition	 Beegarancl.vis.eaevie the Church which, la the
final analysis; is the official attitude Of the Church : towards the 'various
refugee leaders and their followers. Sources' reportage 14 : further weakened
by the fact that they. give no indication as to how, when, or by whom
liberation will come.
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