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‘Ehe)fonouing informbtion cozes from a fairly rolisble source
who has ‘close connections with several Hungarlan prelates in
T T oxile and high clerical clroles 1n R_ome.

1 . Monsigno¥ Jdzset Zagon Apostolic Visitator for all Hungerizn refugees, = - b
i v acts a6 the ofﬂ#l%prenentetive of tha Hungzrisn Cetholic Church S : K
. .7 ¢ outeide of Hungary., He was born in 1909, strdied first at the Bisnops® ‘
Seminary in:GySr, thea at the Pazmsneum iz Vienna where he comple-ad his
- - studies cum laude. In 1935 Zagon wes consecrated priest at the Diacese
R IR . of G-ybr and vad 1mmedlately essigiad by the late. Bisbop of Gyldr, istvan to
A " . | Breyer, to his palace as Professor of Religion at GySr High School. Later o B
_he became cethedral preacher. In 1941 Nonsignor Zagan was appointed to ) _—
the post of Chancellor of tho Ordimariat .of the Diocese by the late - o £
Bishop Baron Vilmas Apor of Gybr (ha was executed. by f.he Soviet.' in the - b ‘
epring of 1945). .
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2. This apﬂoinment was re-confirmed by’ Biahop Lpor 8 successor, Bighop. s . 1
‘Kalman Papp of GyBr. Subsequently, hs beceme Cznon. -However, besause : N
of his outspoken anti-Communiet stiitude;. .the Mopsiggor was forced to . . .
NP ‘ floe Bungary-in 1948. ' He bas 'sincs been living at Hutters in t.he ) ’
I | vicinity ot Innsbrock,’ . :
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on'b August 1950 Zagon vas sppoincet! Apostolic Vieitator for Europe ead

/"several weels .later, in early September, he became Apostolic Visitator

s for all: }hmgarians living in exile. Heé hao subsequently been Tecognizod

. a8 ‘such by all bishops in Lnstria 1taly, Prance, Belglum, the Netherlande,

. and Germany. It 1s expe-ted that eventually -he will receive recognitica
“rfrom all- other bishops in the vostara world.’ Za.gon's_ office is preaenuy
located 1n Innsbmclr but be plana to eransfer n. to Rome.

 Although Moneignor Zegon is "e'ported to have ‘never talcen uldes in vestern-
oriented politics (apd requires similar attitudes from all priesta
responsible to bim), he 18 noverthelecs keenly jinterested in Buagsrian
developrments. His personal opinion is that ehortly aftsr the withdrawal
of :the Sovicts from Hungary, tae Catholic eleme ct, whl & comprises 67 per
3 - cent of the iotal population of the country s:d the only large-ccale S
S spiritual c~oistance to dete, will have to pley an importzat role in the l -
L rebunding “he country. It is for this reason thet Monsignor Zagon . o
glves all n. le support to the education of young Hungarisns in exil: . '
‘end observas vury closely the current developments in Eungary. ! > :
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S» The following eveluntiono of Bungarian Catliclic politicians and their
respective foll~vwers in oxile arc reportad to bp not jugt the personal
opiniona of oither Honsignor Zagon and other high clerical offica.ala
but rather a congensus of ail known facts end opinions. (*)

Dezs# Sulyok has averpleysd bis role and s not oxpetted to regain a
pooition ef importance in the faturs Kung,ary.

: The same spplies to Istvin Barankovics who, by his immediate poei-war
"left=1iberai tendencies (then considered to be the proper attitmde),

has lost 21l) sympathy.

"Count Jozsef dzsef Palf $E» an ‘honorable man, peither has nox has ever had
. sufficient follo-:aro. He will not be able to cope with pust-liberstion
: (:oznu.ci..::‘ne.T . ’ ’ . o ' .

Jdézsef EKoegi-H m'th. nov = memder of ‘the New York Nayy Committee, is
: probably one of the stronger lesders in exile, despite the fact that ke
- is’ not considered qualified to aesune & leading role.

' Evalnauonc of other Rungarian pouticianu 1n exile are as tollows' :
. Apart from g deﬁ.nite lack of lecdors, the "Arrov Cross' 1: composed

S -2 4 fanauco who are discredited by their Nesi collsbaration. Conseq;uently.
--the group 18 unacceptablo %o the H\mgnrian Catholic Church.’

’ 'BDJR" (Boleheviste ”uanae-nemzeti-zrbk) nov led by Béla Marton of
-Yonebruck, is a coalition of conservative and rightist elements. Although
the attitude of this group is friendly tova!-ds the Cathonc Chnrch, b3 N

cennot be considered a. partner of a.ny valuo. . -
- The same applies to Professor i'ibor Bam.th (Lille, Fraoce) wvha i suppor‘l:ed -
by De Gaulle and other simila¥ rig)ltlst groups. ) .

Lajos von Muriaffy and his circlo of concemtiu parllancntaria.ns. 1nc1nn1ng
".. Count Bele Toleki, Ndndor Lindvay, and others, ars considered highly respect-
able. However, 1t 18 belisved that, inasmuch es the membars of this group
have been ir axile for a considerable pariod, they bave lost their contacts
with present end future Bungery. Although individuals of thig group may have
"a certain future ulue. tb.o group iteelf should be classified as "leaders:

without fonowers.
. e

: Colnnel Geoeral Ferano yon Eum-n&ng k 1s considered highly respeciable
bul his cherces are believed {0 he on a par with Mariaffy's becanse he com-

.- Majer Gc_qgral Apdrds Zako represents the active PHHBKY (Hagyar Barcoao\:
Bajtarsi XBz#saege). “This sroup is considercd to have a chance .

" during the first period -of Iibe Fation only 1f it 16 linked \to a etrong
political group. . . )

Tho sarms amlies %0 colonel La,jos Dobol'& and Lt. General LaJoa da I-‘ollcus- )
bhazy who hezd tha group of formezr Rungarion gendermes. The latter, howaver,

16 conaidercd too old end probebly erhausted by his vebement Arrow Cross
sympathies. Members of thig group are respongible for the successful fight
sgainst Compunism betiveen 1920 and 1944, and could perbaps be as |
impertant 2s Qeneral Zako 3 'Mm L

“I.‘i‘bor dae Bcxhardt is the ontstanding Bunga.rlan politlcian with the New York

committee. Be 1s very popular, but his ten years. of exile and hie comevhat

fickle nature are not considered sdvantegee. Eckhardt's political: experience
i3 by far the-greatest of any Hungarian politicisn 1o exile.
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Ferenc Necv's uppeasement of the Communist Par.ty: his ﬂ!.vght. ead his
theatrical abdication have cost him all sympathies in Hungary. Nagy's

attitude towards the Catholic Church is hostile.
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AladAr Szegedy-Maszdk ‘and Zoltin Pfeiffer are believed to have no future i
In Hur Hungary, shtough the former ic prenontly ‘Foroign ¥inister' 1in the
New York Nagy Committae, -
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Béle Febian, 2lso & member of the Hew York Committee, is considered to
be tho representative aof Bungarisn J evry He s liberal and would be
acceptablc as a coallition partner. . .

Kdroly Peysr, anothsr member of the Yew Torikk Committee, until 1944 Chief
of Rungerien Socialists, was cutclassed by Szakasits ~while still in a
German concentretion camp. He is considered a left Socialist and opposed
to the Church.

Monsimnor Béle Varga. ﬁgure—head 'nrasident' of the New York committee.
is considered & kindly and likeahle person but without outstanding 2
- abilities.

.

‘The_groups of Antal BAn and Imre Kovacs and other Marxist circles are
opposed to the Church, and vice versa. This is ecpecially true of
Ferenc Gladbr, oditor ‘of Az Exber (Published in the United Stetes), who
was g Communist Commissar under Bela Kun end has to this day remained

e ccmmnist.

<
.

The consensus of opiniun of H\mgarian cle:ical circles n.\ Rome is that
leadership in Bungury aftsr liberation will fall to men who have remained ) . -~
underground during the Bakesi regime, . Although certain personalities in ’ T
exile may teuporarilyattain leeding positions, 1t is hoped thst the present ’ e
refugees will not assume active roles, but will remein as links to the West.

Qhey believs that developwnts in Huogary eince 1945 oreclnde the re-

establishment of the status quo for which g1l refugees more or 1éss work. =
The weak point is Feranc llagy “and his group which is a.:.legedly strongly o . o
favored by the United States. It is feared that he will cost the Ucited ‘ T
States all gympathies in Hungary, and that Hungery, which will be badly in ’ i '
need of outside unsta.nce. will become pro~French or even pro-Geman - o

0f all the: Bungarian Church m'ganizations, the Jesuits,” having saved most - -
of the younger “prieets, will play e leeding 1f not the leading role. Scores -
.-of these young priests are even now being educated at their It.alian seminary.

‘(*) Pield Comment: Thae appaten‘ly natural tcndency of refugees ian exlle to
- split up into & oumber 'of bitterly antagonistic groups le sufficiently

notorions %o werrant a word of warning. Xt should be noted that the
evaluation of thase groups 18 based on two equally important factors--~

thelr pooition. vigs-a-vis Hungary,: ‘and: vig-a-vig ths Church, which, ip tho
final analysis; 16 the official attitude ‘of the Church’ towards f.he various
refugee leeders and their followers. Sources' reportuge is further weakened
by the fact that they give no indicaiion ms to how, when, or by whom
“liberation will come.
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