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CAB/56/748 6-7-'56.
SUMJEi: eeting of the International Organisation of Journalists,

held in Helsinki frog 10 to 15 June 1956.

Attached to the present we pass you 5 papers cyncerning
the above subject for the use of your Service, viz.:

a. a report on the meeting the International Organisaton of
Journalists held in Helsinki from 10 to 15 June, 156;

b. a list of persons who attended the meeting;

c. a stencillea paper entiteld "Informationen", which ontained
a number of directives for the visitors;

d. three press-cosauniques published on the occasion otthe neecing;

e. a number of resolutions and suggestions drafted at tie eetin .

ECIStEB: 5. ( f& o *y)
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International Meeting of Journalintz
Helsinki June 1956

Resolution

I

Journalists sefibled at this International Meeting,devoted to
the cause of oo-operation and unity within the journalistic profession,
are fully alive to their special role and responsibility in promoting
good will and understanding among men and among the nations cf the
world.

To this end,they pledg themselves to be objsective,truthful,
fair and honest in the discharge of their Ir ctessional dutieu and
undertake to sub"X;Lbe to the pripoipye,a pi. the international code. o.
ethics drafted by the United Nations Committee on Freedom of
Information.
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Il T8.JATIONAL .EE.ING OF JO3fl1.LIS'
- -. -B1LI.sI, June 1956.

RECOI 1 EIDATION

This International Meeting of Journalistz et Helsinki, attended
by representatives and observors of proftc-ion-l crgani&s.iions >nd
newspapers together with individu'l 9:rticipant2 from for ty-two
countries,is of the opinion th.t the work done by the United Ntions
and especially by UNESCO in the field of press,r-dio,television r.nd
informrtion represents a veluable contribution to the devolopment -nd
strengthening of friendly ties,mutu:.1 unaerstr.nuing and profecsionr.l
co-operation oetween journalicts,and jouri:lists organismtions of all
countries and should therefore be the br.sis for D, . her efforts in thil
direction,having espeoiaally in view the foll.viing mcmurea:

1.The introduction by UNESCO of an interna.tionel Press Card which would
be issued only on the recommendction of nation.1 profcs:rional organi-
sations.In the event of a journalist failing tb'obtain'the-recomrnondn
tion of his appropriate rr.tional organisation ho my zpply direct to
UNESCO end once his prolescional standing has been este.blished,that
body itself my icoue him with an intornatiune.l Press C-rd.

2. Frequent exchanges of all kinds between dif. arent editorial offices,
so as to help journalists to -railit.rice th melvo with the edito-
rial techniques %nd .ith the press in gci.&r :l,in -11 countries.

3. Exohanges of radio ,.nd television progr-.m.eo on . reciprocal basis,
as well as exchange of documentr.ry cteric.l rel:ting to the press
between newsppers,presc agencies,and radio arnd television stations.

4. The establishment or )erfecting of ouch servic- as ma-y provide all
possible help for foreign journ-list:.,on the ;7-.rt of the professional
organisations in the various countriec,or r. nctwork of cor :espondent-
herever it is impossible to org.nine e. )ress service. The names and

and addresses of each of these corrosondentc will be distributed to
the national organisations.

5. The organisation,on a very large scale,of group and individu^.1
journeyeslboth on profession::l buoines and for holiday purposes.
The establishing of " trrvelling scholarships" for such journeys,
or of simnlar inotitutiono which could help in this matter.

6. The organisation, with the support of UN2SCO,mnd dloo by other means,
of specialised internationa'l conferenc-s of journalists of different
branches cod catcgories(agenoy corre.ondentc, -,ortc reportero,
radio and television commentators,2rccn photor. hers,litc.ary and
other critics etc.).

7. The stablishment or broadening of centren for document-.ry material
for the corresponding Associations of Journ:.list- in all countriesot
with the recommendation that r. similar centre be cat up with the
support of UNESCO, to be avnilable to journa1ltc.
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INTRNATIONiL MEETING OF' JOURNALISTS
HsLINKI - June 1956

III-

R ec o m a e n d a t i o n

The International Meet'ng of Journalists at Helsinki,in which
representatives of professional organisations and newspapers and
observers took part, together with individual participants from
42 countries, has looked into tne present situation of journalists
and- the facts and circumstances which constituto obstacles to their
providing truthful information, and has arrived at the conclusion
that the free "Ispeded movement and activity of journalists
ragardless of nati 1ity, race, religion or political convictions
constitute the as seing demands on the part of all journalists.

In order to Akw freedom of movement and freedom from
ales to their Work pojeible for all journalists, the

Meeting is of the opinion that there must be
o . conventions guaranteeing the following basic

e es the work of journalists. These conventions could be
he en bloc or item by itom through agrcements between

!ow lm~ta with the assistance of profaiiional organisations of

t ist who wishes t go abroad should be entitled to
the o llowing without delay passport, exit and entry visas for
all countries permit to travel freely thrcughout the countries
fli.d; -all this without any discrimination.

2. 0al reduction of faroes (rail, air, ship, and road) for all
3gt~ista who are engaged on professippal duties.

all journalists in eodatries ited in the course of
onal activities of sp*&Apl exc ge rates for travel
istence.

h tion for "prs*g colle ties for cables, in all
S , ts well a$ -reverse ch. g : lephone calls (payment
to the receiving end) and reduction in ;prese cablo and

W ~one calls.

5.- tition of censorship of prosa cables, telephone calls, or
ebtters het abroad by foreign correspondents, together with
all iWstrictions of this nature.

6.-Govrnment authorities should grant to fully accredited foreign
oorrepondents all possible access to'sources of information.

7.-Transfers of journalists fees and authors 'royalties for works
publishador ordered abroad should be facilitated.

*fl fl* **flrlf
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INTERNATIONAL MEETINO OF
-JOURNALISTS,

HELSINKI, June 1956

REC0!ENDATION

IT

The International Mepting of Journalists at Helsinki, at which

representatives of professional organisations and newspa.pere, together
with individual partioipants, from 42 countrieo took -part, considers

that, in those countries which are te.porerily divided, freedom of

movement over the whole country must be guarc.nteed to journe.liste of
those countries and to foreign correopondente residing in one or the
other part of those oountries to enable then to carry out accurate

reporting.

The Meeting eolle upon the journalists of the different
relevant regions to aske every possible effort to ensure greater
travel. between the sones of one and Ahe same country temporarily
divided.
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INTlRNATIONAL MIE1ING OF JOURNALISTB

HELSINI. - JUNB 1956

R s o o m ml e a 4 a t i o n a
V

1. The International Meeting of Journalists takes note of
the recomendations of the UNESCO meeting of experts on
professional training held in Paris in April 1956, and declares
its approval of these.

The meeting considers that the implemontation of these
recommendations would be groatly facilitated by the existence of
a single international organisation of journalists and by the
cooperation of all national organisations.

2. The International Meeting considers that the governing
bodies of chools of professional training may consult the
professi organisations of journalists. It would be desirable
for Rh sations to have representatives on the advisory
or g g*winj es of such schools, in ordar that the instruction

SO' 0espon .to the needs of the profossion. The Meeting also
that the ethos of journalism should be given an i 'portant

place in the prograwme o studies.

3. In order to facilitate the implementation of the
recommendations of the UNESCO meeting of experts on professional
training, and to cooperate effectively with them ,the meeting has
deceided to set up a committee to .enter into liaison with the
UNSCO, and to coordinate the different expariences of the various
nations. To this end national associations are urgently requested
to send all necessary information and documents to the chairman
of the committee,

The chairman may nominate a secretary from his own country
and o-opt new members as the need arrises.

~9 of ths Coiaittaa are:

ofeseor 1. tINGH (chairman),India
Olt"*eo Br rzil
s B~.oudan

ofeebo V ld+mann,Germany
feeA Varn, Poland
fess JuaWo rato, Chili

ofessor Mataic do, Japan
Is ansour, ebanon

atz Australia
.R)Sdsnka imova, Csechoslovakia.
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INTEtNATIONAb MEiTING OF JOURNALISTS

HELSINKI - JUNE 1956

R e e o lu t i o n

VI

Journalists .alhered at Helsinki consider that they should
obtain reciprooal. Ormation on material conditions of editors
and journalitts t the publications of the trofessional
press and add to this information by correspondence between the
Secretariate of professional organisations;

make an appeal to UNESOO and the ILO to publish a booklet
dealing with the material and moral conditions of journalists
throughout the world; and appeal to the international organisa-
tions of. journalists-the International Federation of Journalists
and the International Organisation of Journalists- and to nation
organisations for their support for this appeal. The publication
of such-a booklet would put into tho hands of journalists of all
nations a working tool for improving their social conditions,
which are particularly bad in some countries;

call on all journaliste' trade unions to exchange materials
relating to the conditions of journalists and insure their
publication in their rrspectivo countries.

JourVAaUsts gtthered at Helsinki suggest that journalists'
trade unions and Wofessionai organisations should come togther
both nationxlly apa internationally, to put forward common
demands with the of obtaining the most urgent improvements
neesar ; iession.
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rT7i-7 AOVAL !:?X!'3 CF JO . L"STS

HELSIHKI JTE 1956

IC:SOLlICl: V11

The International V'ectin,: of Journrliste hcle in Helsinki from

10th to 15th June 1956,exprerecs the orinion ttt the present orgen-

isltional division among journclicts &t intcrn ticr.l l.vcl, which is

a result of the cold war and of the ortificial division of the world

into antegonistic blocs, is harmful to the basic interestc of journa-
lists ; and considers that the lessening of itntcrttierol tcnsions
opens new possibilities for the c.)cndonment of the nogative conecquen-

ces of the -ast and for the crertion of a universal internationel and

fully representative journalicts' organisetion bcscd on the principles

of the United Nations. For the ctteinmcnt of this goal the widest

cooperation of ell netiorrl journclicts' organiations, is well as of

existing regional associhtions of journalists, is needed. This coope-
ration must be governed by strict respect for democratic principles,

and should be from any attempt to interfere in the internal affairs of

others, and from any attempt et dominetion by anybody .
The Meeting expresses the hope that the National Organisations

Jounallhtb will show good will in takin& the initiative to faci.-.
litate the coming together of the existing intcrnctioral organisa.tions.

The Meeting thanks the Initiating Committec which organized the

Meeting, and invites it to continue its efforts by insuring the die-.:
tribution of the resolutions adopted At Helsinki, end by following up
the results of so doing, and by continuing to.work for better mutual
understanding and for unity among journalists.
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INTEll.TIOI7AL "T.TIO OF JOMltNALISTS

1ELSINKI JUAT 1956

JESOLU ION V111

The International Meeting of Jo rnaliets in Helsinki welcomes
the initiative shown concerning the building of an international Jouti-
mallsta' neat-hme in Pulgarie on the shores of the Black Sea, and asks
BuLgaian Journalistr, to secure the asistance of the 3ulgarian Govern.
ment for the building of this home.

ating calls ufih Jqurnalista' Organisationa in all coun-
. part in the building and maintenance of an international

rest the Meeting. entrastw.the Initieting Gommittec with the
ing the organisation of internotionel rect-homes in any
in which a similar proposal is made.
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