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SUBJECT The Vetlcen end Russie

In the- oot.rse of gy conversation with sub—souroe, he . : =
steted thet tke Pope has been considerebly disturied by the
recent ettacks of the Spviet press asgainst the policy of the

Veticen, which 'cennot do otherwise than advocate- peace and
underst»ndme e:pong all nations. .

\ The sub-source said thet there is onlv oné csuse fer

e rift between the Veticen and Russie and thet is the well-
_known attitude of Christianity towards atheistic Communism.,
‘ The Pope and the Vatican are in fevor{of punishment: of wer:
eriminals snd of reberations to be given to the Russiasn ,. ..
. people who bave suffered during this war. 3Sub~source esked.
me whether or not I was in contact with Russian diplomats
. in"Rome. He requested thet 1f I should come &n oontest -
.with Russien circles I should tell them that the Vatican

is ndt nrmeinst the Russian people, end to voint out the ract
thet the Rusidisns have been ‘favorably. mentioned in deelare~- -
tions of the Pope, It should not he forgotten that during .
the early days of Home's liberation the Pops rave an eudisnce . .. .
to ~ sroup of Soviet citizens who arrived in Rome with fheir '
own "pope" (Russien priest). = Rach:man {md woman of this’
group wore e red arm-band decorated with the hemmer and
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Sub-eouroe {8 the man olosest to Pope Pius Xiy -
et the present time,” He ig the Pope's only personal friend.

. He sees the Pope many hours during each day end sometimes /

sleeps Iin the room nsxt to him. During the present :lllnas'-

of the Pope.(he has been in bed -since 12 Februery and 1is .

receiving ohly the most important people). sub-source. hes’,

been with the Pope from 11:00 each morning until 10:00 at

nieht,
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