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22 August 1956

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chsef, International Organizations Division

Attention: E 3

VIA : SR/COP/PP

Reports on Lithuanian Emigre Activities Prepered
by U.8. Brxbassy, Paris

:

1. Attached herewith are three reports dated 8, 27 and 30 December
1955 dealing with Lithuanian affairs vhich were compiled at the U.8.
Esbassy in Paris. The source of the information in the reports is John
F. MAZIONIS, an employee or consultant of the Embassy. Below are some
comments on these reports, based on information available in 8R/2. -

ZP#C"'AF ‘Y3 5. the report dated 8 December 1955, cites the opinion of Mr. Stasys

" emigre political considerations. This trait in his charastei has-been
-confirmed to us by other sources.

ZYMANTAS, & leader of the Lithuanian Resistance Alliance (LRS) in London,
on the handling of the case of Professor Juozas MATULIS, a Lithusnian
member of the 8oviet Delegation to the U.N. Gensral Assembly in the fall

of 1955. Mr. ZYMANTAS clsims that the matter was handled in a ‘very stupid
manner in New York”. It should be pointed cut that SR/2 investigated the
possibility of mounting a defection-inducement operstion against MATULIS
and in that connsction held comsultations with its covert eountacts bdut
decided against the attempt for good and sufficient reasoms. MATULIS has

a family in Lithuania and it would be most unlikely that he should declins
to return home. Noreover, it was established that MATULIS, in his own
limited vay, has been helping to preserve Lithuanian culture in his

country and that it would best serve the Lithuanian cause if he remained

in his present position, i.e. as Chairmen of the Academy of Scienses of
Lithuania. It was further decided not to 40 anything drastic with regard
to MATULIS: but, lnstesd, to encoursge e relationship which a certain
Journalist, an indireet contact of ours, bad estadblished with the Bubjeat.
It must further be pointed out that, acgording. fp g.-It le scurce, .
ZYMARTAS taé been corresponding directly with: 558 and from the letters .
of ZYMANTAS it appeared that the latter wvas fully satisfied with the
bandling of the MATULIS case in Nev York. ZYMANTAS' report to the Exbassy .
now suggests a degree of insincerity which may be motivated by Lithuanian
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3. A second report, dated 27 December 1955, constitutes a ccmpilation
prepared by Mr. MAZIGS "containing a sumary of opinions expressed by
lesders of Lithuanian organisations in exile concerning the recent changes
in VLIK®, It must be stated. that this so-called compilation is bdiased
and i3 actually an expressica of the compiler‘'s opinion rather than that
of leadars of Lithuanian organisations. The report is eritical of the
recent organisational changes which took place in VLIK and follows the
line of oriticism expressed Yy LRS in London and the Eational Party,
headed by RASTENIS, in New York.

4, The report dated 30 Dec 1955 deals with a letter which Mr.
MAZIONIB received from S. TYMANTAS /in vhich the latter expressed his desire
tomtetrmmglsndtothcu.s. The author cf the report favors the
support of ZYNANTAS' request for assistance in procuring an immigration
visa. A detailed blography of TYMARTAS is attached to the report. With

. reference to ZYMANTAS' request for a visa, it should be pointed out that

he is regarded as a controversial figure among Lithuanian political
groupa. He is very amditious and apparemtly not too selective as to the
means he employs to achieve his political goals. From what was said in
paragraph 2 above about ZYMANTAS' character, it seems that he mey ccatinue
to instigate intrigues involving leaders of Lithuanian political parties.

5. Jn gonnection with the above reports written by Mr. MAZIONIS,
it seems odd that the Embassy in Paris should use as & sowrce for its
infoarmation on Lithuanian affairs a person vho apparently is a full.
pledged aupporter of LRS in London and in no way can be regarded as an
objective observer of and reporter on Lithuanian affairs. Purthermore,
on the basis of previocus reports whish this sowrce submitted via the U.S.
Bmbassy in Paris, it appears that he is very insdequately informed on
Lithuanian affairs. All his previous reports had a strong inclination
towvards LES and his observations vere made exclusively fraa the point of
Lithuanian naticnalistic parties, disregarding the influences and value of
other political groups in the Lithuanian emigration. It is also mtemting
to note that the Esbagsy, in submitting these reports, is eithsr unaware of
or else has completely overlooked tbe fact of LRS's close connoetiom with .
British Intelligence _ , :

6. Invicvotthcabonithmmxﬂedthnt: a) the corresponding
desk at the 8tate Department be informed of our lov evaluation of the source
of these reports; b) we do not support ZYMANTAS® request for an immigration
visa to the U.S. since he may hinder our present efforts to establish a
‘unitedtromOfm*hmhnpolitudmmuhthmrmmupdunt
that the Subject remain at hin present phco of midmco for tho tim heing. ,
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