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TEXT: 1.I IOFFICIALS OF THE WEST GERMAN ROBOT 
PRODUCER BLOCHER GMBH SAID THEY HAD sIGNED A us$40 MILLION CONTRACT 
WITH THE USSR IN LATE SEPTEMBER 1986 TO PROVIDE ROBOTS AND SUPPORT 
EQUIPMENT. ACCORDING TO THE BLOCHER OFFICIALS, THE RoBOTs AND 
EQUIPMENT WILL BE USED IN CLEAN-UP OPERATIONS AT CHERNOBYL. THE 
BLOCHER OFFICIALS CONFIRMED THAT AMONG THE ROBOTS WILL BE AN 
UNSPECIFIED NUMBER OF THEIR MODEL MF-3. THEY ALSO sAID THE sovIETs 
HAVE ABANDONED THEIR ORIGINAL IDEA OF PURCHASING RoBoTs FROM THE u.s. SCOMMENT: THE MF-3 SELLS FOR APPROXIMATELY us$3o0,000. THus, 
THIS DEAL COULD INCLUDE As MANY AS 10-20 OF THE UNITS, PLUS 
ASSOCIATED SUPPORT EQUIPMENT. THE BLOCHER OFFICIALS WERE VERY 
CIRCUMSPECT ABOUT THE ENTIRE AFFAIR, AND REFUSED TO GIVE ANY MORE 
DETAILs. THEY DID INDICATE, HOWEVER, THAT THE sovIETs HAD PURCHASED
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