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Is the CiA
16;
Q

undercut
By Saul Friedman

WASHINGTON~O! all the brains
washed in the whirlpocl of the Viet
Nam war, those in the Central-Intelli-
gence Agency have come out, well, rel-
atively clean, -

When the Pentagon was telling us
{hat all the fizh! was about out of the
North Vietnamese and the Nalional
Liberation Frout, the CIA was tot so
sanguine, )
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AND LONG BEFORE then Secretary
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of Defense Fobert McNamara was ade
mitting it in puble, the CIA was saying
that bombing would not significantly
hamper the ability of the North Viet-
namesa to fight,

All of which means that when ils
airline wasn't busy shuttling opium, the
CJA was right on jts assessments of the
war, at least some of the time. And it
displayed some independent thought.

But even that limited record of suc-
cess may be jeopardized in the future,
says Rep, Lucien Nedzi [D., Mich.],
Demecratic chairman of the louse sib-
commitice which oversces intelligence
operations. )

Nedzi has spent more than a year in
a private, intensive study of the na-
tor's intelligence organizations. ecpe-

cially the CIA.

And now that its direclor,' Richard
Helms, whom Nedzi considered a pro-
fessional _with no political axes to
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grind, has been banished to the desert ‘;
~-as ambassador to Iran—the corigress- .
man worries that the White House is ' -
aboul to ‘‘compromise the intergrity”
of the agency. :

More specifically, Nedzi and other !
members of Congress are concerncd | '}
that the agency may become a hand-
maiden of adminjstration and Pentason
policy, telling the White House only
what it wishes lo henr,

SEYERAL MEMBERS ol congres- |,
slonal armed services commiltees, in- y. | J
cluding Nedzd, know how the White | - Iy
House and the Pentagen have Juguled .77
their own intclligence estimates of So-

viet strength—while ignoring more ac- | - ,','.:-.

curale CIA figures—to justify requests |

for new weapons sysiems. bt
]

You may-remember the frightening - 1~
Department of Defense estimates of the | - -
Soviet - S5-9 Intercontinental mlssile, i,
which were used as tho prime argu- ' s
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" Luunt for the entiballistie misstls sys-

CIA «e CONTIWUED t

lcrn. Well, the ABM has all but senk
from sipht—ond so has the threst of
the SS9

Evideacs that the White Jlones may
Lo oving to take over the CIA fur llg
o purtmses catne {o Nedd Jast year
vhen the President announsed an intel- | |
Jigeco reorsanization to increuso offie
ciency, eliminate waste, duplication,
ard soree inleragency feuding,

Neddd concedes that wmore coordlnate

io¢ and reorgunication 102y Lo Le nece
essary, Lut e learned that none of the
&3encles, 1t even the ClA, hod keen
corruted about the rearganizatin, .

1hs Yikite Honse, when it sagounced <!
thy reovganization, kept sectet o
rawre of the man who plavned i, It
since hes Leen learved thal the suthor
of Vs plait was James R. Schiesinger,
Helms' stevessor,

Scidesinger Jas assured concerned
members of the Sanste Armed Sarvices
Commitee 1ot U ClA, volopr B3 di-
rectazabip, will remaln independent,’
Bt shepticism remains,
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