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Laos: Little Planes Carry a Big Effort I 

3 y  333:  \VXC:iER , cornmeal, medical supplies and ' ing the nighttinie cold without 

The village wbuld scarcely be 

have the plain loosely surround- 
ed and have halted ib.';her , 
southward and westward ?me- ' 

.. m-- ArlOSG IiiKEUSG, Laos- ba r s  of iron f o r ,  the village a roo:. 
! ,TiiG tiny Helio- ," smithy (who made his own bel- 
c,y2yiey s.iraled down ,.hrough I lows from a bamboo log) from 'possible if it  were not for Air . tration. 
:t..* haze of sn:olce that the American aid program, and American, i ts  remarltable short.. The, royd  soldiers, a particu- 

:.,zli,.s over Laotian Moun- , blankets, knives, cooldng uten- take-off and landing Planes, and '. larly well-led unit, have fought 
sils, lcaflcts and pictures of. the the primitive airscrip on which 

fee t ,  per .  king, and even classroom black- bullocks grazc. It is three days' 
boards from the Royal Laotian 'walk to  tlle nearest town of any  

a size and the dashing little air- 

~~f~~~~ village 

. .  .; 

aT. this time of year. 

:,rinute, it circied tightly into a 
narroiy valley ,between rock- I Gove?ment* 

, topiled mountain ridges, then 
. I f1;ittencd into a '.final brief 

For Thong Kheung is a refu- , glide. 
,:' The landing strip ahead was &e8 village for Lao, T''aidam ,' ,p'$ot far away, as' a ~ ~ l i ~ -  

courier flies, is a n  even shortcr, 'Encing Country' . I  

.. 'sT.c7;c;' thaa a football field and Lao Theung tribesmen 
' '  an6 i;ctle n-,Ore than a bullock fleeing south from the North 
I pr\srure with the bigger rocks, .Vietnamese who have invaded and airstrip lCaown as 

.; ar.d lo,-s away. The the northern provinces. Less Site 204* Over a pockmarlced with COVCITniCnt , 

/ ~ c ; i o c o u r i e r  down on this un- 2.000 souls did not exist. N o w  i t  is supposed to be 270 feet little planes rimge fa r  into : 
; ii:ce!y 1,atck. of terrain without its people are housed, a n  ele- ~ ~ ~ t c ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ k ~ r i c ~ ~ i ~ ~ b ! ~  North Vietnamese-licld arcas. 
' ,i hump, worked quic!c miracles mentary school is going for its landing nt impossible sitcs to  , 

wi!h e:i,-inc, brakes and flaps, ing Pilatus Porter (a  bigger r c sw) ly  lioldout v i l l w s ,  : 
;,.nd brnucilt ilis plane to a stop ,land has been p l a t e d  t o  rice the Hcliocourier but  scl~ools. dlspensnrics nnd troops. 

and much of the hillside tinibcr, capable of equally astonishing Soon they will cvcn bring ui 
has English textbooks to officcrs'at 
fields of upland dry rice. . , , Site 204 who wa?t to improve A Wantlcri ng Rcp or tcr 

Thong I<heung is no para. thcir spare' time. 
TiiiS tima he had brought ' dise and the local nleo tribes- 111 the, tilnbcred hills arotlnd All this is more than an ad- 

Oii1y .% States Informa- men are'niaking trouble. Tliey Site 204 a band of 200 Royal ..venture yarn about darii:: 
, ';!on Scrvici. Officer and a wan- claim the land in the area and Laotian troops m a n b i n ;  par t . .  American pilots &id ingenious ' 
'. dcrirLg r2porter to the , want no more rice fields cleared - of the battle perimeter around American planes. It 1s a gnod ' 

Tflong Iiflcun&. the' on the slopes. But the village, the Plain of Jars.. This cross- lesson Ln how to support a war ,: 
" pilots who Over these -huddled beneath the magnifi- I roads plateau In t he  heart of . and help a people without send- . , : '  for Air American cent ' c rags  and peaks of this Laos is In the hands of, North, ing 400,000 troops, w!thout lay- ' 

Heliocouriers and Pila.. 'country's endless mountains, is Vietnamese troops and . their ing waste a ' countryside and ' 

' . .  tus are more a 1ot.better than wandering t h e , ,  laggard! puppets, the Pa the t  . without arousing worldsyide PO-. . 
' ' They bring , .  nails, extra rice, ' , .  roads, . going hun 

off several recent probing at- : 
taclts from the plain. But they:; 
probably could not maintain".: 
their string of wilderness Out-, 

' . . craft with thcir loads of Anieri- posts along a fifteen-kilometcr': 
' can and Laotian neccssities arc . ridgcline if i t  were not for tile ; 

the only m c a n ~  of outside SUP-. supplics alrliftcd into Site 204, ' 

altitude at .  

, 

by the Hclios And Porters. 
. I  .. . 

."l?;iieiiiy country" in 'Laos is 

~ ~ ; . ~ r ; ~ ~ ~ ,  pilot brougllt tiie. t'nan a year ago this village of mounds and partially a enclaves and territory and 

290 children, the available paddy in Sight from a dcsccnd- 

plane 

stripped away for ,landings and take;offs). . 
Plain of Yars Perimeter 

. .  ;ust shor t  of the brush. 
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