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i

The, President.

~ At 1 o'clock I went down to the sxecutive lunchroom down-
gtalra, The President’ came down for lunch today and Admiral Leahy,
Read Admiral Souers were there, along with the usual crowd ~Yardaman,
Colonel Grahém, Hans Klaggsbrun (deputy to John Snyder), Mr. Latta,
commander (lifford, Bill Hagssett, John Steelman, Judge Rogsenman,
Matt Connelly, Charlie Ross and myself. Leahy sat at them Prosi=~
dent's right and Souers at his left.

_ These two were named YGsterday to the new intelligence
service w-ich is being formed, Leahy ae the President's repregsentat lve
on the polley making board and Souers as the diector:

After we had seated ourselfes, the President rose and
called on Leahy and Soumers .to stand. Then he read an annouycement or
"directive." It was a burlesque, naming Leahy as the front super
nooper and Souxrers as the raeaal. It was amusing and when he finished
the President called for the garments or inslgnla. Vardaman produced
them = mmEhackm two black cloaks, and two black hats of the Highwayman
style, and a dagger, wooder, for each. Ohaypxmamsm He put the cloaks
and hats on each and handed them the daggers. Then he produced a
flowing black moustache, which was put on Leahye The two admirals
made an excellent pair of "cloak dagger" men.

There was much talk and daughter but toward the close of
the luncheon the President got to talking of the Potedam conference,
He 8aid he thought that conference _ the meeting with Churchill and
Stalin,later Atlee and 3talin,- would go down 1in hlstory as a bad
conferences. Yet, he 8ald nothing more could have been done bacauge
they were confronted with so many accomplished facts bhefore they started
He had ih mind the fait accomplly of the Russians. '

Admiral Leahy, who was a participant as the President's
adviser at Potsdam, digsagreed. He sald there readdy wae only one
accomplished fact, the Polish situation and in' that, he saild, er
courge nothing could be done when the conference was held. The
President mentioned Stalin's remark that these (the Poles) were a proud
psople. He saild he thought the funniest repark at the. conference was
Stalin's during the discugsion of Polans when Churchill, in referring
to the Polish Catholics said the Pope would be very displeased and
Stalin turned to him, pmdahxhimxmzm 400k a tug a% hils moustache and
asked: "How many divisions did you gay the Pops has?"

The meat gelzude order wag gizzling all day. It was

ready = Bupposedly = this mornlng and the President higned 1t,

Then, before it wag completed for release, word came to hold up on
1t, that a change was to be mads, It was only after we had lunch and
I returned to the office that it showed up, ln form for release,

I took a copy, as mimeographed and delivered to my office, down to
Rogs, 8t1ll1l 4in the dining room and he said to glve 1t out. On the way
back I met John Steelman andg showed 1t to hime. He read it and took )



