HEADQUARTERS
US FORCES, EUROPEAN THEATER GFH/gh/il
201 = Vandenberg, Hoyt S. (0) GAP-AGG APO 757

16 August 1946
SUBJECT: Foreign Award

TO The Adjutant General, Washington 25, De Co

1, The Belgian Government has awarded the 1'Ordre de Leopold,
Grade de Grand Officier avec Palme and Croix de Guerre 1940 avec Palme
to Lieutenant General Hoyt S. Vandenberg, 015355, US Army, per Decree No.
827, 30 July 1945.

2, Authority is granted for the acceptance and wearing of these
awards.

3, There is no indication as to when the medals will be available.
In the meantime the ribbons representing these awards may be worne

L. It is requested that this correspondence be forwarded to
General Vandenberg's present statien or home address.

FOR THE THEATER COMMANDER:

\

E F. T

% Colonel, AGD
O/ Adjutiant General




WASHINGTGH, le 31 jaavier 1946

We are gathered here today to pay tribule to officers of the
UeSe Aruy whose conspicuous services Lo tue ;Ouuoﬁ cause and direci
contribution towards the liberation of belgium are gratefully
acknowledged by eight million people in wy howslaud.

In so doing, we houmor not only the leaders bul the ucn and wouen
of this great country, who fought and worked and did ke job.

Qur tribute is offered, above all, to those who took part in ile
battle of Belgiume We are privileged in having in our midst sous
of thelr Lrothers in ara, to whow we owe 80 much, Cur Lhoughis
naturally revert to the dead, buried in our soil, part of our own
heritage, o whom we OWe eVeL WOre.

In welcoming you today, I am happy to fulfill a speclal wission
with which I have been entrusted by the Prince kegent, It is wiilk
great respect that I offer to the Fresideat of tle United States
(a veteran - himself - of the great war), so graciously representsd
here, the warm and frisndly tokea of Belgiua's highest regaxd and
good wishes. It is with great huallity that I bow to lhe weaory
of the late Commander in Chief, whose very name, in the heart of
sankind, will always echo the siuple words freedoa, It is with
great pleasure that I greet the repreaantétives of the Secrelary
of War and the Chief of Staff, the new Aubassador desiguate
Vice Adamiral ilan Kirk, one of the plonsers of tlie liberation of
Burope, the distingulished seambers of the Senatle and of lhe liouse
who are enhancing this ceremony Ly their presence. It is with
great pride that we number in our ranks weabers of the Awerican
forces who already wear, pinned on their bLresst, ithe ribboa of ithe
Belgian orders given theam in recognition of the services rendsred.
To thea all, let this ribbon remain the grateful acknowledguent of
& nation that knows how to endure but does not kuow how Lo forgel.
It is uy privilege to be assisted today by the Belgian Wilitery
Attache who fought in two great wars, took part in the desperate
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strurgle of 1940, organized the resistance movement under the
enemy and represents at once the Relgian army and the undying
forces of the interisr in their strupggle for independence and
freadom,

Mrs., Patch, your late husband led the army that
bore tha brunt of the battls at Leroche and Houffalise, Circumstances
have not made 1t possible for a presentation to him, before his
untimely death, of the high awards which I shall now place in your
hands, ¥ie epirit will be with ue in Belgium long after the colors
of this ribbon fade away. I have the honor to present you with
the Orand Cross of the Order of leopold IT with palm and the Relgien
Yar Croes with palm, vhich the Belgian Covernment has eonferred to
Lisutenant-General Patch in recognition of his ontatanding services
to Pelgium,

General Hodres, your leadership of the First United

States Army was largely instrumental in driving the enemy from the
eoll of Pelgium, Your masterful eonduet of operations wae in itmelf
n rreat contribution to vielery.

T have the henor to present you with the Cross of Crand
arfteer of the Order of leopold with palm, and the Belglian War Cross,
with palm, which the Balgian Government has conferred upon you in

recopnition of your ontstanding gervices to Pelgium,

General Simpson, the sction of the Ninth United States

prmy under your command helped gptemming the tide of the last

flerman eounter-offensive in the Belgian province of luxsmbourgs your
brilliant offensive cleared the way for the eroseing of the Rhine -
and vietory,

T have the honor to present you with the Crose of Crand
orficer of the Order of Leopold with palm, and the Relgian War Croess,
with palm, which the Relgisn Government has conferred upon you in
recognition of your outatanding services to Relgium,

General Vandenberg, aes Commanding Gleneral of the Minth Alr

roree, your tactieal support proved inveluable in the operation of
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the late summer and autumn of 1944, In honoring you, Belgium
honors today not the few tut the many who cleared the ekies for the
dawn of a new freedom,

T have the honor %o present you with the Cross of Grand
orfiesr of the Order of Leopold with palm, and the Belgisn War Cross v
yith palm, which the Belglan Government has eonferred upon you in
recornition of your sutatandine services to Relgium,

General Taylor, the Battle of the Bulge {s truly a

Relgien=Anerican epic, The gallantry end fortitude of the 101st
Alrborne Division is Parever recorded in the annals of our two
countries,

T have the homor %o present you with the Croms of Orand
arficer of the Order of the Crown, with palm, and the Belgian
War Croes, with palm, which the Pelgian fovernment has conferred
wpon you in recomnition of your mtatanding services to Belgium,

General MeAuliffe, the people of the Ardennes are dour

and stern people, Put you are more determined than them ell, Your
enirit s engraved forever in the sto;;a of Rastogne, Your name
{a part of RBelrium's history.

T have the homor %o rresent you with the Croes of
tommandey of the Order of Laopold with palm, The Relgisn War Cross
with palm having been alyready riven you in palpivm « in recopnition
af vour outstanding services to Belgium,

Golonel Coster, it 1g Fitting that tridute de paid to the
tntellipence service in which you so brilliantly dlsplayed qualities
of the highast order that contributed suhetantially to the common
vietorye.

T heve the honor ts vresent you with the Crose of
Commander of the Order of the Crown, with palm, and the FPelgian War
Crose, with palm, yhieh the Relgisn Government has conferred upon
you in recognition of your mitetanding services %o Relplivm,
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Golonsl de Vel, when the V-bombs and the rocket
shells were raining on Antwerp and lLiege, your assistance Was
readily and fearlessly given to the thousand peopls, holding
theiy own fronts behind the 1ines, Your contribution has
hosn an outstanding one not only to the cause of Belgium but
in the smervice of mankind,

T have the homor to present you with the Cross of ’
orricer of the Order of the Orown, in recognition of your

mtetanding services to Relginm,




WAR DEPARTMENT FIM/j5k/3802
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

IN REPLY

perer 10: AGPO=M 201 Vandenberg, Hoyt Se
(31 Jan 46) 015355

18 March 1946
Subject: Letter of Transmittal

To: Lieutenant General Hoyt g. Vandenberg, 015355, United States Army
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2
Room 2E800, The Pentagon
Washington 25, D. Ce

1. There is transmitted herewith a copy, received from
the Military Attache of the Belgian Embassy, Washington, D. C.,
of the tribute paid upon the occasion of the presentation to you
of the Cross of Grand Officer of the Order of Leopold with palm
and the Belgian War Cross with pelm, conferred upon you in recog-
nition of your outstanding services to Belgium.

2e A copy of this tribute has been placed in your official
record.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR:

A
7 T
| Lurz O Loz

EDWARD F. WITSELL
Major General
1 Incl The Adjutant General
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