Willian> H. Eaton
Pittsfield, Massacbuasetts )
2L, August 1950

Lt. General Walter Bedell Smith
Hdqrs. First Army

Governors Islam

New York 4, New York

Dear Ceneral Smith:

The announcement of your appointment as Director of Central
Intelligence Agency was very pleasing to me.

A few years ago, because of my experience in Positive Foreign
Intelligence, 1 was requested by CIA to assist in recommending
sources of information and to act as liason between CIA and
important mamufacturing companies in this vicinity, which
operate in various foreign countries.

Therefore, I have been in the position of being an the outside
looking in, so to speak, enabling me to make rather intimate
ocbservations of the policies and of the operation of CIA.

So I can say to you with considerable knowledge and understand-
ing that your appointment will create confidence at a time
when confidence is needed and that it will bring about closer
understanding and cooperation with other Government Agencies

so essential to the success of CIA.

The enclosed editorial from our local paper will be an indica-
tion to you of the confidence in you and the understanding of
the importance of your leadership, in this conservative section
of Massachusgetts.

If there is anytkﬁ.ng that you would like to have me do at any
time, that might be of assistance to you, I hope you will feel
free to call on me,

Will you please give my very best wishes to Mrs. Smith in which
Mrs. Eaton would join me if she knew I were writing to you.

Very sincerely yours,

WH. Eabon! : E!G:E:“—'“

mre Colonel Retired
encls.2
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7 Zepte~bher 1950

%ml ms&" !i. ?Ml, Uw.»., m. :
Chalrman of the Board

Beaton Faper Corporation

Pittsfield, lisssachusettu

‘ Dear Colonel aton:

It was very kind and thoughtful of you to write
me & you did méimdaugltedtoktmthatm
have already hnd some contacts with the Central
Intelligente ‘gency. I am going to take you at
your word and eall on you for help if it develops,
after I have hed a look at the organization, that
I will need to impose on you.

I munt to take this opportunity also of thanking
you most sinoorely for all you have done as a menber
of the Arsy Advisory Committee, I doubt if you realize
how helpful you have been to us in what you yourself
call "this conservative segtion of Hassschusette.”

Please give Mye. miamwmmm
to lire. Eston, Hory becams very fond of ire, Eaton
on short acquaintance and 1 hope that circunstances
will permit us to know you both better,

Fadthfully,
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

WASHINGTON 25, D.Ce.

21 November 19

Colonel william H. Eaton
Chairman of the Bard
Eaton Paper Corporation
Pittsfield, Massachusetts

Dear (Colonel Eaton:

It has been brought to my attention by the manager of our
Boston field office that your efforts in our behalf in the
western New England area have been of great value to our
organization., It is gratifying to know that we have the
wholehearted cooperation of men of your standing in the
community, and I wish to take this opportunity to express
my keen appreciation of the important contribution you
are making to our work.

Sincerely,

R.H. Hillenkocetter
Rear Admiral, USN
Director of Central Intelligence



BERKSHIRE EVENING EAGLE AUGUST 2, 1950

* General wiater Bﬁ Smith
An Admirable Chome for CIA
. The appointment of General Walter

Bedell Smith to be head of the Central

Intelligence Agency is most welcome.
It has been eyident for some time that
the CIA was doing a faulty job. It has

fdiled in so;ne instances to get advance.

information on-important developments;

in others, when it has secured vital facts,

it does not seem-to have known what to
do with them, As an example of -the
first, there is the break between Tito and
Stalin, which the CIA ‘knew nothing
about' as an Instance of the second,

[

there is the North Korean attack
June 25, which the, QI4 should
been able to foresee with the informa
- it had, but which nevertheless cam
" a complete surprise when it occur
The - fault miay not hnvo been Aﬂn:

" gdniirable choice. Heserved as chie:

“staff to General Eisenhower through
the Afrteeg snd Eurcpean campaif
. Upon Iﬁt retarn to this country in 1
_he was tppoinmd ambassador to ¥
cow, a post ‘which he held Tor th
" years, an account: of which he has gf
in his excellent book, “My Three Ye
in Moscow.” = He has a first-hand

quaintance with the organization and
" Jeadership of the Red Army. Whai
- even more important he had three y¢
in Moscow in which to study the think
“and the structure of the Soviet gove
ment, even when his contacts with St
: and other members of the Polith
‘were as inﬁ'equent and as unsatisfact
as they are for all foreigners. Hs th
' fore takes over the CIA with a ba
zround unequdled by any other Am
can, combining both military experte
in a position of high authority an
knowledge of Russia based on three ye
in diplnmacy He has not only a uni
and comprehensive knowledge of

subject, but -the force of character
makehlsopinlonabeheard, and the ¢
ﬁdenceothisassociatesandthepec
of the United {Sates.. Taken all in

his appointment is the best the Trun
Administration has made in a long ti




