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NOMINATION OF LIEUTENANT GMERAL WALTER BEDELL SMITH
TO BE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

NOMINATIONS (Ref. No. 379)_
S. 2971 and H.R. 4384
Thursday, August 24, 1950
United Jtates Senate,
Committee on Armed Services,
| Washington, D. C.

The conmittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:45 a.m., in

room 212, Senate Office Building, Semator Millard E. Tydings

(chairman) presiding.
Present: Senators Tydings (chairman), Byrd, Chapman,
Johnson (of Texas), Kefauver, Hunt, Saltonut.all, and Knowland,
Also present: Mark H. Galusha, of the Commitee Staff; :
Rear Admiral Roscoe H. mllenkootfer, Director of Central In-
telligence; Thomas J. Canning, Corps of Engineers, Department
of Army; and Oliver J. Dompierre, Administrative Assistant to
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NOMINATION OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL WALTER BEDELL SMITH
TO BE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Thursday, August 24, 1950
The Chairman. I think we might go ahead, General. We

have five members here, and a couple of more are coming, and
all of us are pretty busy.

We are very familiar with your background as a military |
man, Ambassador to Russia, General, and ve are very familiar
wvith your record as one of our outstanding military men in
World War II, and, as I atated,\ﬁAmbaaaador to Moscow, to Russia,
and certainly that ought to be an excellent background for thg
very difficult job to which you have just been nominated, to ;rit,

head of the Central Intelligence Agpncy.

I hardly know of anybody who, on qualifications, ought

to be able to rill it with more distinction and more efficiency
than yourself, because Russia seems to be the thing ve want to
Imow most about, and your service over there, both as a soldier
and as Ambassador, ought to eminently qualify you.

STATEMENT OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL WALTER BEDELL SMITH,

'NOMINEE AS DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLiGENOE AGENOY.
General Smith. Thank you, sir. : : .

The Chairman. And Admiral Hillenkoetter is also in this

pioture, and as he leaves, I think I would like to express on
behalf of our committee our thanks for his fine service and
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cooperation with us, particularly sinéo he vas the first head
of this agency, and got it organized and got it .going.

Admiral Hillenkcetter. Thank you very much, sir.

The Chairman. Now, I will turn this over. to the members

-of the conmittee. Senator Byrd, do you have any questions you

would like to ask General Smith?
Senator Byrd. No questions, except I approve of him, and

would vote for him.
The Chairman. Senator Chapman?

Senator Chapman. Mr. Chairman, I have'no questions to

ask the General, but I am aure‘by reason of his experience and

public service, both civil and military, he is admirably

qualified for this important assignment.

P B

General Smith. Thank you.

The Chairman. Senator Johnson?

Senator thn&bh. I ‘am very happy that he has found it

possible to undertake the position.

The Chairman. Senator Saltonstall?

Senator Saltonstall. The only question ‘T would like to

ask the General, in view of all the newspaper reports that we '
have had, to ask on the record how is your health, and do you
feel physically competent to do this job as you are‘capabl; of
‘doing 1t? ERRAF: ‘ g '
General Smith. Well, the doctors say yes, Senator, and

cortainly a year from now I will aither ba in'a situation to
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vill have gotten a year's service. I think so. I think B0
because I believe I am in better shape nov than I was during

the wvar, given a little tims to gain some weight.
'I'ho Chairman. Well, we hope so, General.
General Smith. I hope so, too. I have gotten rid of

‘the thing that caused me the trouble.
Senator Kefauver?

The Chairman.
Senator Kefauver. Mr. Chairman, I think General Smith

is an excellent selection for this job. I have just finished
reading "Thres Years in Moscov", but I would like to know some-
thing about vhether this work is going to be enlarged in its

magnitude.
It wvould seem to me that particularly in Asia we have
been needing very badly some way to at least cause soms confusis
' I hate

and diversity of opinion behind the lines of the enemy.

to see the yellow people united in their opposition to us.
Does that come under the purview of the assignment that 'you thir

rE: ./
&ds /
j you have?
I think that Admiral Hillenkostter will

General Smith.
have to ansver that in detail, Senator, but I believe, in a

goneral wvay, that it does.
I have studiously avoided doing anything except read the

lav carefully, the Act vhich created this institution, its table
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of organisation, and the Task Force Report, the Hoover Task
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Force Report, on the agency.

Senator Kefauver.‘ In other words, the type of work that
General Donovan did during the last war?

General Smith. There is one department of the Central

Intelligence Agency which is responsible for that tybe of ‘work,

but I would prefer to defer to Admiral Hillenkoetter on that,
1f I may.

Senator Kefauver. No other questions, Mr. Chairman.

The Chairman. Senator Knowland?

Senator Knovland. Mr. Chairman, I came in late, and T
am sorry that I missed vhat went on previously.

The Chairman. I am just asking if you wvant to have aéy
questions of the General. /

Senator Knowland. I am delighted to see the General again.
"I think the last time I sav him vas in Berlin. :

General Smith. I remember that very well.

.Senator Knovland. I remember him from his prior assign-

ment, and I think he will make an excellent head of this organi-
gation, vhich is important.

I would not want the opportunity to pass without at this
times also saying a word, as one menber of this committee on,
the constructive job done by Admiral Hillenkoetter.

As a member of the Appropriations Committee, I have had
presented some of the reports which vere given to the Government

of the United States prior to the Korean invasion, vhich to me
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indicated rather oloafly
porth of the 38th parallel, the clearing of a line north of

the 38th parallel of several kilometers of all civilian popula-

tion, vhich is certainly a danger signal, the building of roads

and bridges, and reinforcing them towards the frontier which,

I think, i{s a major danger signal, and I would say to the
General that I hope in addition to getting the information
vhich is his job, there will be some way found so that those
vho receive it from you may, perhaps, pay more attention to it
than, I think, vas pald to the reports that vofo available to

the responsible agencies of the Government.
I

General Smith. What you say, Senator, is very pat.
do not vant to take your time, but my mind from the very begin-

ning of this thing has gone back to the events which took place

before the battle of the Ardennes. I am thinking of some of

Hillenkoetter's troubles.
Ten days before that battle started our Chief of Intelli-
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morning said that there was every indication that the Germans
In the first place,

are about to attempt a major counterattack.
he said, the relieving divisions vhich have gons into the line

have stayed, and the relieved divisions, vhich usually come out

at the end of four days, have not coms out, and they have

doubled their strength in ten days.
In the second place, all of their armor has been vithdrawn
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from tho line; six divisions, usually éoing back for refitting,
ve can trace them, but they had radio silence, and obviously
they are concentrating for some purpose.

in the third place, we have detected a fleet of submarines
in the Atlantic which, for the last week or ten days, had been
sending back long-range weather reports three times a day, and
from that we come to the conclusion that the Germans will under=-
take a counteroffensive, that it will come at the first peripd
vhen they can confidently predict bad weather, wvhen we cannqt
use our planes; we cannot predict that it vlil come at ArdQ;nos
or at Strassburg, but at qomo\place.

When it came there was an immediate yowl "Failure of

intelligence," and yet nobody could have been more acourateiy,

@

rorevarneé. There we were. We had only three divisions 1n7‘
reserve, but that is all we had, and there you are. ‘
So, as I just said to Senator Tydings, to really meet

vhat popular conception there is of the Chief of Intelligence;
there are only two personalities that I know of who might do it.
One is God, and the other is Stalin, and I do not know that

even God can do it because I do not know vhether he is close
enough in touch with Uncle Joe to know what he is falking about.

| Thé Chairman. I wvanted to help General Smith out to |

ansver, and I suggésted that one of the first things to do would

be for him to get a copy of the Hagerstown Almanac. Senator

'Byrd,xI think, uses 1t. It is the most accurate prediction of
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the veather in the United States.

(Lm:ghm.)
genator Saltonstall. I would vant to stand up for the
( ' mmrs' Almanac in FKew England, vhich very paturally has a
high roimtation.
The Chairman. I get them both.
senator galtonstall. Mr. Chairman, might I just say,
- that I certainly commend vhat Senator Knowland said about the
organuation that Admiral Hillenkoetter built up, and from
sitting on the Appropriations Committee and sitting on this
comnittee, I think that General Smith {s inheriting an organi-
gation that has a good packground and & good start. and I am’
confident that he vill puild it upe
%%%_ General Smith. Thank you, gir.
%%‘% The Chairman. senator Hunt?
%éé Senator Hunt.

No comments, Mr. Chairman, ©XC

ept to' say
that I am

pleased to see the General get on this

particular job.
Thank you.

The Chairman.

' Now, gentlemen, I do not think we ought to syear General
Smith or put him to & third degree®

or give him the usual
treatment of taking

him into the ateam room here.
(uughtor.)

The Chairman. I think ve might as well 1et him go and

has & protty good chancé of being
confirmed by the United Stétos

tell him that I think he

Senate.
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General Smith. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you

very much, gentlemen, for these statements.
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