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WALTER B. SMITH
Former Commanding General of the First Army of the

United States of America and now Director
of Central Intelligence.

rfTalter B. Smith was born in Indianapolis, Indiana,
otr October ,, 189r. He entered the military se':vice as

a second lieutenant of the Infantry Reserve on Novem-
ber 27, 1917.

FIe was promoted to first lieutenant on September 10,

1918. He rvas appointed a first lieutenant of Infanry
in tlre Regular Army on July l, l92O and was promoted
to Captain on September 24, 1929; to major on Jan-
pary l, 1939; to lieutenant colonel (temporary) on
April 18. l94l; to lieutenant colonel (permanent) on
May 4, l94l; to colonel (temporary) on August 30,
l94l; to brigadier general (temporaty) on February 2.

1942; ro major general (temporafi)i) on December 3,
1942; to lieutenant general (temp<iriry) on January 13,

1944. j:.

He attended the Officers' trainirig camp at Fort Ben-
jamin Harrison, Indiana from August 26. 1917, :until
Novemb.r 27,1917. He was ther11 assigned to the 39th
fnfantry, 4th Division at Camp preene, No-th Caro-
lina, where he served until April 20, 1918, when he went
to France. He served with the 4tft Di"ision in France
until September, 1918, when he titurned to the (Jnited
States for duty in the Bureau of :Military Intelligence,
![/ar Department, $Tashington' D]lC:, and later as In-
telligence Officer and Adjutant of the 379th Tnfantry
at Camp Sherman, Ohio. In Febluary, 1919, he went

to Camp Dodge, Iowa, where he served with the l6lrd
Depot Brigade. In March, 1919, he was assigned to the
Znd Inf anty. Later he transfemed with this organiza-
tion to Camp Sherman, Ohio.

Remaining with the 2nd Infantry at Camp Sherman
Ohio, until November, 1921, he was then transferred
with that organization to Fort Sheridan, Illinois, and
later to Camp Custer, Michigan. On October 16, 1922,
hc was assigned to headquarters of the Sixth Corps
Area, Chicago, Illinois, later returning to Fort Sheri-
dan, Illinois, and Camp Custer, Michigan, as Aide to
General George Van Horn Moseley. Subsequently he
became Adjutant of the l2th Infantry Brigade, with
headquarters at Fort Sheridan, Illinois, where he re-
mained until April 16, 192r. He was then assigned as
Assistant to the Chief Coordinator, Bureau of the Bud-
get, in Washington, D. C., serving as such until Aprit,
1929. He was ordered to duty in the Philippinc
fslands, where he served with the 45th Infantry at
Fcrt rVilliam McKinley.

He returned to the LJnited States in March, l9)1.
and was assigned to the Infantry School, Fort Benning,
Georgia, completing the advanced co,.tr"e on June 1,

1932. He remained at the Infantry School as Secretary
until August, 1933, when he went to Fort Leavenwortht
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Kansas, to enter the Command and General Staff
School. He completed the two-year course in June,
1931, and returned to the Infantry School at Fort Ben-
ning, Georgia, as an instructor in Weapons for one year.

Orr August 17, 1936, he entered the Army War Col-
legc, tVa"hington, D. C., being graduated on lvne 23'
1i37. H. then returned to the faculty of the Infantry
School at Fort Benning, Geotgia, remaining there until
October, 1939, when he was appointed to the War De-
partment General Stafi, in \Washington, D. C., an{. 

-as-
tigr-t"d as Assistant Secretary of the General Staff, be'
ccirning Secretary on September l, 1941. He was as-

"igtreJas 
lJnited States Secretary of the Combined

Ctiefs of Staff, \Washingtorr, D. C., on February 10,

1942, with additional duty as Secretary of the Joint
Board.

In Septernbet, 1942, he became Chief of Staff in the
E.rropean Theater of Opetations with headquarters -in
Errgland, and subsequently became Chief of Staft of the
Aified Forces in North Africa and the Mediterranean
Theater of Operations. He accompanied General
Eisenhower to the European Theater of Operations in

January, 1944, when General Eisenhower became Com-
manding General of that Theater. In March, 1944, he

was ann;unced as being Chief of Staff, Supreme Head'
quarters, Allied Expedltionary Forces - 

arrd Chief of
St"fi in the same theatet. On behalf of General Eisen-
hower, he signed the sutrender of Italy and the uncon-
ditional surrender of Germany. In December, 1941,

hc was relieved of his assignment and given forty-five
ciays recuperation leave while temporarily assigned to
the Office, Chief of Sta{f. In February, 1946, he was

appointed as LJnited States Ambassador to Russia, re-

ni"inittg on a duty status while on this non-military as'

signmeit. He was a member of the lJnited States dele-
g"tion at the Paris Peace Conference in 1946- His
iesignation as an Ambasador to Russia was accepted by
Pr"Jid.rrt Truman on March 2r, 1949. He was named
Commanding Genetal, First Army with headquarters
on Govetnoi. I.ltttd, New York City, and assumed

command on March 20, 1949.

He was awarded'the Distinguished Service Medal in

!u.ly, 1943, with the following citation:

"For exceptionally meritorious and distinguished
service in a position of great responsibility as first Sec-

retary of the United Staies Joint Chiefs of Stafi .ttd "t
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lirst united Statesl Secretary of the Combined Chiefs
of Staff. He displayed initiative, foresight, tact, and
administrative ability of a high degree, as well as super-
ior judgment, in treatment of the intricate problems
a.ttendant upon the organization of the Joint and Com-
bined Chiefs of StafF. Efficient functioning of these
military general headquarters has contributed largely

\to the estabiishment of unity and concert of action
through which the United States and Great Britain
rnove forward to their common goal.t'

He rcceived a bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the Dis-
tinguished Service Medal in July, 1943, the citation for
which is as follows:

"For exceptionally meritorious service in a position
of great responsibility. As Chief of Stafr, Allied Force
Headquarters, from its formation until the present,
General Smith has carried the full load of planning
and executive responsibility. He has displayed great
courage, tact, resolution, and. sound judgment in carry-
ir:g out his duties. He has be,en largely responsible for
the 6ne spirit of integration which exists in Allied Forcc
F{eadquarters and for the cooperation among British,
French and United States units that made possible the
outstanding success of the combined folces. His con-
tribution to the victorious terrnination of the Tunisian
campaign has been a notable one.t'

He has also received the following decorationl Sec-
ond Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster; Distinguished Service
Medal (Navv); Legron of Merit; Bronze Star.

Foreign Decorations: Koight Grand Cross, Order of
the British Empire; Lion of the Netherlands; Crown of
Belgium; Croix de Guerre of Luxemburg; Knight Com-
rnander, Order of the Bath (British); Legion of Honor
(France); White Lion (Czechosfovakia) ; Order of
Glory (Tunis); Order of Alouite (Morocco); Polonia
Restituta (Poland) ; Cavalier of Order of Kutuzof
(First Class) Russia; Silver Cross, Virtuti Militari (Po-
land); Croix de Guerre, France, 1918, France, 1944,
Belgium, 1944, Czechoslovakia, 1941 ; Order of Military
Merit of Brazil; Military Medal of Brazll,

F{e has received Honorary Degrees as follows:
Lit.D., Louvaine, 1941; LL.D., Duquesne lJniversity;
D.Sc.Mil., Pennsylvania Military College, 1941; LL.D..
Flofstra College, 1949; D.C.L., Colgate fJniversity,
1950; LL.D., Butler lJniversity, l9)0.
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