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GENESEO, New York.
November 5th, LgDo.

Lleut. Sen. Bedell Smlth,
Dlrector, , ".,,:.' I

Central- TnteLllgenoe Agenay, .r',,;" '-o

Waehlngton, D. C. ,,

Dear Oeneral Smlth:

Permlt me to acknowl-ed.ge recelpt of your very generous

letter of 0otober Jlst, Indeed, I appreelate lt. It brlngs

tne great comfort and satlsfactlon. \

Yes, I confess to haflng been a crank about the

Natlonar Defense for nany years - ever slnce I was a vretched.ly

tralned. prlvate ln the Spanlsh-Amerlean War. l{y contacts

wlth the army extendlng back at least thlrty years have proved.
I

a great li:splratlon-(or one reason above all other:S.- nllonorrl0 --/
ls the watch word. Llke all hurnan belngs, offlcers of the arny

may make nlstakes but, I1teral1-y, I have never known one of thetr

to abanilon the stand.ard. of rlHonole. ll I ruleh the sane could be

sa1d. a"oout people ln all waLks of L1fe.

In eloslng let me assure you that I experlenced a

sense of deep seated. satlsfaetlon when I read the announcement

of your appolntment as Dlreetor of the CentraL lntelllgence
Agency. No operatlon 1n our government 1s more lmportant than

the one whlch you are d.lrectlng and no.,one 1s better fltted to

d.o the Job than yourself.
My very best w lehes to you.


