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aeg OTs Further review snd tightening up of 2T
cover situstion ac regards CAT pilots in
IndoaChing,

1s For the third time withi: the post ten cays, the Dirsctor
reiced a series of szarching aussh?ong concerning ocur over=all
pesition and vreperedness to cope with the pousitle esventuallty of
the loes, from enemy tetion, of one or more of the 7T alr-ereus
now operating in Tndo=Crina,

P, The Yireetor wes given a certein anount of resssurance
corncerniyp tre contrectual arrengenents between (87, w8 such, and
the pilotr, ineliding provisions for Insurance benefite.  lowsver,
the Dr-ctorts questions wvere auch brosder than this and vhet he
really uvanted was Cor us to take eviry sblep wve can possibly think
"of to raady ourssives for whab mipght heppen in the wake of the
loga ol 747 pilots or crow nemtera who are US clitl-ens in Indow
(hing, ME puinbted out that fhare would protebly be considerarle
hue and ory in the press and possitly demands fov cenpressicmal
frvestiration of the circumstances isvelvod in the death of I
citigens In this YPoreign vare"

3. Chore mav be moe nube to e tichtened ue and possibly
some new anglen Lo he vorked on, snd In any case thie shonld
recuive vour Jriority athestion and cmsldersblon and any construcle
ive thow:hte which von nay develep shenld be ceordinated, o8 appro-
priate, with the 17 0°Tleisle, the “tate lepartment and oerhaps
the separtnevt of lefense, Theoe are the most 1likely origlnal
terputs for questioning and erlticisn, and we should lie sure thet
therc is a vell understoed party 1inoe

Le The Jirsctor wae reninded that ze fer as iate and
Lerense are ronearned theyspeeifically anoreved of the propesed
condroct bBetween CAT amnd the “rench auvthoritics for thewployment
of 1" erews (frericand. li% is my rocollection that the N C and/or
the Or% wors o.30 out on nobieco of thie propoced contraci, tut thie
point should *g checked acain in oux r&cords:7
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Se There wae a discussion of the analogy between this present
situation and the 0ld =~ pre-i: entry into lorld Var I1 e gimslck
of the Flying Tigerse. The scteup was sopewhat dirforent in thet
the Chinese liationallst Govermiont woe the cubteout «w oporator =
tut tha fact wes there nonetheless that the funds were provided by
the 17 Covernient to the Chinats, that G0 citiszens vere invelved
in a "foreign wort, and that the Govarnment winked at certeoin laws
wiich were on the statute books at the time and whiich by thelr
terns were restrictive or prohibitive of such actieng. It would
be usefvl to have General Counsalts 0ffice chegk the laws of the
19L0-h1 period with today's lawe applicable to this aublect. I
is my diopresston that the old Yeutrality Act had resl teeth in it,
tut thet this law was subotart'slly reovsaled or apmended in connocs
tion with Lendeluasno,
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VENORENDYH FORe Chief, Far Bast Division

CAO/DD/P - Attention: Hre -/

SURJRCT Reference menorandun

SRR ECR Jdemorandum for C/FF and 4r, -fr'om no/e
dated 17 Harch 196hs subject: Further review
and tightening un of CAT cover situation as
re:ards CAT pilots in Indochina,.

1, After General Cabel? had read his copy of the rveference
memorandu+, he was apprised that FE was undertzking to formulate
a cover story or have State formulate a cover story which could
be used in the event that one of the CAT pllots were lost in
fIC, He stated that in addition to this he felt that what the
Director had in mind wos to provide a cover story for others vho
might te cancerned in that eventuality including (a) each pilot
in the event he is captured and (b) the other nilots working in
the area, Ambass-dor Heath, CAT itselfl, General Navarre, the
efensc Departument and CIA, and in the last instance, the cover
story nay well be completely negative., In formlating any cover
story =- and 1t is recognizea th:t it will te based largely on the
truth ~- consideration should bte given lo various subsidiary
eventuslitles such as the desth within Comunilst territory, death
within friendly territory or capture by the Comuunists,

2. Will you plense undertake to advise and assist in the
formulation of these cover stories to be comwmicated to those
concerned and checkec out dth then as to whether they are
acceptable,

Special Assistent to DI/P




