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BERLIN

Despite high level Soviet suggestions of postponernent of ttre May Z?th
for turnover of access controls to tlee GDR, Comrnunist staternents at
local level continue to point to this date as a turnover date. An East
Gerrnan newsPaPer article points to this date as the tirne of Arnerican
parture.

JAPAN - KOREA

date
tlle

The South Korean Governrnent has threatened to break off relations with
Japan and to seize any repatriation vessels which rnay be taking Korean
exiles to North Korea. there is a threat that Korea rnay capture Japants
fishing vessels in reta.liation. There is a possibility that Japan will
eventually bring this rnatter to tJ:e UN.

NATO

In briefing the Italian Arnbassador on tJle tripartite talks, our State Depart-
rnent has rnade every effort to play it in a low key. However, when inforrned
that Africa rnight be the next subject of the talks, the Italian Ernbassy stated
tJrat Italy was opposed to tripartite talks and felt that they should be included.
They intend to raise the rnatter again.

LAOS

The Laotian Governrnent announced on February llth that it is no longer bound.
by t]re 1954 Geneva A-greernents. This action will probably provoke strong
adverse reactions not only frorn France but frorn the Sino-soviet bloc an6
India as well' It will end exclusive French control of Laotian rnilitary
training.

MIDDLE EAST OIL

Price cuts in Middle East oil rnay be irnrninent. This developrnent, fol-
lowing the recent cut in the Venezuelan crude price resulting frorn the


