
. SECRET 
Approved For w s e  200411 2 / ~ ~ 9 S 0 0 4 2 7 ~ 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 4 - 9  - -  

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
OFFICE OF CURRENT INTELLIGENCE 

2 1  August 1961 

OCI No. 3619/61 Copy N o .  

CURRENT INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: East German Local  E l e c t i o n s  of 17 September 
1901 

1.. O f f i c e s  t o  b e ' f r l l l e d :  Loca l  e l e c t i o n s  in 
E a s t  Germany have been scheduled  for 17 Septemlq'er, 
t h e  same day a s  t h e  West German pa r l i amen ta ry  elec- 
t i o n s .  According t o  an  o rd inance  pub l i shed  on 8 
J u l y  by t h e  E a s t  German Counci l  of S t a t e ,  a t o t a l  of 
212,000 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w i l l  be elected t o  d i s t r i c t ,  
county ,  munic ipa l ,  c i t y  borough, and communal assemk 
b l i e s  throughout  E a s t  Germany. These p o p u l a r l y  
e l e c t e d  bodies w i l l  in t u r n  elect l o c a l  governing 
c o u n c i l s .  

2. P a r t y  p a r t i c l p a t i q n :  A l l  p o l i t - i c a l  p a r t i e s  
and mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i l l \ p a r t i c i p a t e  in a c t i v i t i e s  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  whicq w i l l  be s u p e r v i s e d  b y  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  F r o n t  of Democratic Germany. I n  p r a c r  
t i ce ,  t h e  l o c a l  S o c i a l i s t  U n i t y  p a r t y  (SED) l e a d e r -  
s h i p  d e s i g n a t e s  c a n d i d a t e s ,  and t h e  N a t i o n a l  F r o n t  
Committee in the e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t  f o r m a l i z e s  t h i s  
a c t i o n .  Each mass o r g a n i z a t i o n  in t h e  N a t i o n a l  
F r o n t  ( t h e  F r e e  German Trade  Union F e d e r a t i o n ,  F r e e  
German Youth, C u l t u r e  League, and t h e  S o c i e t y  for 
Sports and Technology, among others)  w i l l  be repre- 
s e n t e d  on t h e  b a l l o t ,  as well as %he SED and t h e  
Communist-controlled parties--the C h r i s t i a n  Democrat- 
Ab?{ Union, t h e  L i b e r a l  Democratic p a r t y ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Democrat ic  p a r t y ,  and t h e  Democratic Feasan t  p a r t y .  
The SED u s u a l l y  is a l l o t t e d  30 p e r c e n t  of t h e  candi -  
d a t e s  and t h e  other parties 10 p e r c e n t  each ,  w h i l e  
t h e  remain ing  30 p e r c e n t  is ass igned  t o  t h e  ma68 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  which in effect mean8 t o  SED members 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  these o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  
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3, Procedures :  On 6 J u l y ,  t h e  E a s t  German : 
S t a t e  Counc i l  adopted t h e  fo l lowing  o rd inances :  

a .  I n  accordance  w i t h  t h e  law of 3 A p r i l  
1957 concern ing  election t o  l o c a l  p e o p l e ' s  assem- 
b l i e s  i n  t h e  German Democratic Republ ic ,  l o c a l  
government e lect ions a r e  proclaimed for 1961. 

b. The e l e c t i o n s  a r e  to  be implemented on 
t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  law of 3 A p r i l  1957 and t h e  law 
adopted 6 J u l y  1961 concern ing  changes i n  t h e  
former law 

c .  M i n i s t e r  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  K a r l  ldaron 
w i l l  be t h e  o f f i c e r  i n  charge  of t h e  e l e c t i o n s .  

SED p o l i t b u r o  member Albert Norden s a i d  i n  
an  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  1 3 t h .  plenum of t h e  SED c e n t r a l  
committee on 11 J u l y  t h a t  t h e  movement for  t h e  f u l -  
f i l l m e n t  of t h e  economic t a s k s  and for t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  
of a peace  t r e a t y  w i l l  be i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  prep- 
ara;tionil f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  * 

O t h e r  major o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  i n t e n s i v e  
e l e c t i o n  campaign a r e  t o  b r i n g  East  German c i t i -  
z e n s  into closer c o n t a c t  w i t h  l o c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
government and t o  g e n e r a t e  some f e e l i n g  of M e n t i -  
f i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  regime and its p o l i c i e s ,  espe-  
c i a l l y  t h e  conc lus ion  of a peace t r e a t y .  E f f o r t s  i n  
t h i s  l a t t e r  d i r e c t i o n  so f a r  t h i s  summer have 
shown a n o t a b l e  l a c k  of success. The West German 
elections se t  for  t b e  same d a y  a l s o  p rov ide  a com- 
p e l l i n g  r e a s o n  for t h e  regime to  maks its own show 
of "democracy" and t o  o b t a i n  an  overwhelming en- 
dorsement from t h e  E a s t  German people .  

4 .  S i g n i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e s :  

a .  The l a s t  l o c a l  e l e c t i o n s  were h e l d  on 
23 June 1957, t h e  f i r s t  i n  s even  y e a r s .  Of those 
e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e ,  97.17 p e r c e n t  d i d  so, with 

- 2 -  

Approved For Release 2004/12/ & ~ 9 S 0 0 4 2 7 A 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 4 - 9  

SECRET 



c--- 

SECRET 
. . Approved For -e 2 0 0 4 / 1 2 ~ ~ ~ 9 S 0 0 4 2 7 ~ 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 4 - 9  

N a t i o n a l  F r o n t  c a n d i d a t e s  r e c e i v i n g  99,52 p e r c e n t  
of  t h e  v o t e .  The regime took s t r i n g e n t  measures t o  
p reven t  any d i s t u r b a n c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n  p e r i o d  
and p laced  a l l  m i l i t a r y  and s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s  on f u l l  
a l e r t .  

b. According to  t h e  p r e s e n t  e lectoral  law, 
l o c a l  e l e c t i a n s  were due f o u r  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  
e l e c t i o n s  of June 1957. The postponement of t h e  
e l e c t i o n s  probably  was due t o  t h e  food and con- 
s u m e r  goods s h o r t a g e s  and t h e  i n c i p i e n t  crisis 
o v e r  B e r l i n .  D e s p i t e  e x t e n s i v e  ie$foir$s.byi&he 
ri&i&mb:i t o  whip up en thus iasm,  few peop le  a r e  
t a k i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  e l e c t i o n  campaign (which is n o t  
y e t  i n  f u l l  swing) s e r i o u s l y  because  of t h e  absence  
of genuine  p o l i t i c a l  d e b a t e .  The s i n g l e  e l e c t i ( i n  
list of  par ty-approved c a n d i d a t e s  w i l l  g i v e  t h e  
v o t e r  no o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p r e s s  a c h o i c e ,  and every-  
one r e a l i z e s  t h a t  t h e  outcome is a l r e a d y  determdned. 

c. One of  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t s  of  t h e  
c u r r e n t  e lec t ion  campaign is t h e  obvious e f f o r t  of 
regime p ropagand ize r s  t o  e l i c i t  compla in t s  from t h e  
g e n e r a l  public and impose "self-criticism" on loca l  
f u n c t i o n a r i e s ,  t h e r e b y  s p o t l i g h t i n g  i n e f f i c i e n t  and 
unpopular  o f f i c i a l s  who can be d i s m i s s e d  as a sop 
t o  t h e  populace.  The regime obv ious ly  is a t t e n p t -  
i n g  t o  avoid  its r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  i nadequa te  
s u p p l i e s  of  food and consumer goods and for  t h e  
h a r s h  enforcement of its d i r e c t i v e s  by p l a c i n g  t h e  
blame on local  o f f i c i a l s , .  

25x1 

I I 
Act ing  A s s i s t a n t  Director 

C u r r e n t  I n t e l l i g e n c e  a 
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