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To carry out counterpreparation against such a grouping, the
defender, in turn, concentrated the greater part of the artillery from
the complement of the first and second echelons on the axis of the
probable main strike of the enemy, brought in artillery from
adjacent sectors, and utilized aviation.

During the counterpreparation, only the large units of the enemy's
first echelon were subjected to more or less heavy fire effect, and
even these quickly reorganized themselves, and after an insignificant):
period of time, calculated in hours, shifted to the offensive. In
regard to the reserves and second echelons of the enemy, on the
whole they were not subjected to any serious fire effect and in all
cases were utilized according to plan, the defending troops accom-
plished their destruction during the actual defensive battle.

•	 Now the task of frustrating an enemy offensive can be fulfilled
with incomparably greater effect by missile troops who, within short
periods of time and without changing firing positions, are capable
of concentrating nuclear strikes on any area of disposition of the
enemy. Under modern conditions, we cannot count on the enemy to
concentrate his groupings in area limited in size, in compact forma-
tions, and in direct contact with the defending troops. To wait while
the enemy prepares his own offensive groupings for operations, and
moreover, to give him the opportunity to deliver pre-emptive strikes
by nuclear weapons,means to give up the initiative to the enemy
without a struggle and to place our own troops under the threat of
defeat in advance. To prevent this, it is necessary to make maximum
use of the capabilities of the missile troops.

Combat with the enemy with theaim-of 'frustrating his 'offensive
must be carried on for the duration of the entire period of his pre-
paration for an offensive. This combat will be initiated by the
delivery of nuclear/missile strikes, supplemented by aircraft
strikes immediately aS the - enelny'A-grctipings..are . -suc cad
detected and must continue without interruption. In all cases, it is
imperative to strive to deliver strikes, first of all, against the
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.-Onemy's weapons of nuclear attack, whose destruction will deprive him
of the capability of utilizing his ground forces with the greatest effect.

Taking the above into account, we consider the use of the very
term "counterpreparation" to be inadvisable because this may. lead to
adapting. the old methods of its organization and execution to the
new powerful weapons of destruction.

Modern defensive operations will begin with combat operations,
primarily of the missile troops, . who can successfully wage combat
with the enemy even on distant approaches to the defense. In addition
to the missile troops, aircraft using nuclear warheads and other
weapons of mass destruction and, on the nearest approaches to the
defense, tube and rocket artillery, and some of the . tankslare used
In operations to frustrate an offensive which is being prepared.

The decisive role in frustrating an enemy offensive belongs to
the missile troops of operational-tactical designation. The ob-
jectives of their strikes will be weapons of nuclear attack,. groupings
of ground troops ( mainly armored), depots mid workshops for
assembling nuclear warheads, control points, and radiotechnical
means located in the entire depth ol the operational formation of
the enemy's troops. To destroy the indicated objectives, the
missile troops can deliver individual, group, and sometimes even
massed nuclear/missile strikes, supplemented by aircraft strikes
against these objectives.

With the sharply increased capabilities of the front and army
to frustrate an enemy offensive by nuclear/missile strikes, the
task of delivering a strike ahead of the front of the defense by
the forces of the combined arms large units, has become more
realistic. If the situation permits, it may be advisable, following
the successful delivery of massed nuclear/missile strikes, to
deliver a strike before the front of the defense by the forces of
the large units located in the second echelons of the armies and in
the reserve of the front with the aim of completing the rout of the
strike groupings of the enemy and the capture of important areas.
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many cases, this strike may develop into a general offensive.

In examining the methods of conducting counterstrikes during
a defensive battle, it is necessary to proceed, first of all, from the
changed nature of the offensive operations of the enemy, who has
great capabilities, for using nuclear/missile weapons and for con-
ducting large-scale offensive operations. Under conditions when the
enemy is making decisive use of nuclear weapons in the entire depth of
the defense and is shifting to the offensive on several axes while
simultaneously making several landings of airborne forces in the 	 r*

operational sear, deep breakthroughs by his strong groupings of
armored troops are possible. We can no longer count.- on suc-
cessful combat with these groupings by conducting counterstrikes
in their former sense, when large groupings of troops were con-
centrated on one axis to carry theta out.

This was possible before because the enemy also operated with
a strong grouping of his troops usually on one decisive axis. By
concentrating the main forces and weapons on this axis the defender
forced the attacker to gnaw through the defense at a relatively slow
pace, as a result of which he had more or less considerable time
available for planned preparation and concentration of the counter-
strike grouping, without fear that the enemy would decisively
disrupt its combat effectiveness before the beginning of operations.
At the present time, the situation has undergone a marked change.
Despite this, in the practice of major troop exercises, it is possible,
even now, to encounter cases when a strong grouping of troops is
moved up to carry out a counterstrike on one of the axes and after
fire preparation simultaneously [Several words missing one or
another combined arms large unit, being used to carry out the
counterstrike is late in moving up to the line of deployment, other
large units usually bide their time, thus condemning themselves to
passiveness. The enemy, on the other hand, is enabled to re-
organize himself and to deal with the counterstrike grouping which
has been readied with nuclear weapons. Similar activities were
observed even at the last major command-staff exerciserwhichAvas
conducted in July 1960.
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At the present time, it is very dangerous to concentrate a grouping
of troops consisting of three or four divisions on one axis. This only
plays into the hands of the enemy, who, in all cases, will be striv-
ing to compel the defender to concentrate such groupings within a
more or less limited area and to finish them off with nuclear weapon
strikes.

Under conditions whenl from the very beginningl combat operations
develop in great depth and over a wide front, assume a highly mobile,.
nature, and proceed very irregularly, when several strong centers
of combat are formed in the defense zone of an operational formation
simultaneously on a number of axes and at varying depths, the
methods of conducting counterstrikes must be changed.

At the beginning of a defensive battle, the missile troops will
deliver nuclear strikes against the enemy to inflict maximum losses
on the enemy's defensive groupings and to prevent their breaking
through to the depth. A portion of the combined arms large units
will conduct sustained combat operations to hold the most important
areas, repelling the enemy's offensive by all types of fire and by
counterattacks; the other portion of the large units is thrown into
combat with the enemy's airborne forces. A large part of the
motoritegi rifle and tank divisions will be used to deliver strikes
against enemy groupings which have effected breakthroughs on
various axes into the depth of the defense. It is advisable to deliver
these strikes precipitately on several axes at various depths, and
possibly at various times, especially in the front. However, all
the strikes must be united by a single concept to complete the rout
of that enemy grouping which at the given time represents the greatest
danger with the use of the main forces.

To effect rapid elimination of destruction on the routes of troop
movement, it is advisable to set up in each large unit several small,
but highly prciductiVe and mobile traffic support detachments -which
are now becoming a necessary part of the march formation of large
units and units. The delivery of strikes against an enemy who is
making a. breakthrough by the combined arms large units on various
'axes and at varying depths leads to dispersion of the enemy's efforts.
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Taking this into consideration, and also the fact that the basis
of the combat operations of the troops in a defensive operation as
well as in an offensive, is nuclear strikes, rapid maneuver, and
swift attacks by tank and motorized rifle units and large units, with
the aim of rapid exploitation of the results of nuclear bursts, then
meeting engagements and battles become very typical in operational
defense. They will arise and be conducted simultaneously or suc-
cessively, on a number of the most important axes, over a large
area along the front and in the depth when there are large break-
throughs in the operational formations of the troops, and also under
conditions when there are numerous zones of contaminated terrain
and destruction of the most important routes of movement.

Meeting battles and engagements occurring during a defensive
operation will be characterized by: the brevity of the time for
their organization; the intensity of the combat to seize the initiative,
mainly in delivering nuclear strikes against the troops moving up
to meet each other; the deployment of large units on dissociated
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With the systematic use against the enemy of nuclear/missile
weapons and aircraft, he will hardly be capable of delivering
effective strikes on all axes against large units which are moving.
Even if the enemy succeeds in disrupting the combat effectiveness •
of certain divisions, other divisions nevertheless will still be able
to deliver strikes against him that will have considerable influence
on completing the rout of an enemy who has broken through into the
depth.

During a defensive battle, strikes (counterstrikes) will be
delivered not only on the enemy's flank, but also from the front
because the situation will not always allow the execution of a maneuver
to reach the flanks of the groupings which-have broken through. Mo re-
over with the timely and successful delivery of nuclear/missile strikes
against the enemy groupings which have broken through, it is pos-
sible to achieve decisive destruction of them, and, in a short period
of time, to create favorable conditions for the execution of frontal
counterstrikes.
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axes at various times and in varying depth, and also their entry
into battle rapidly after the nuclear strikes; the speed of the
combat operations; the wide use of maneuver by forces and
weapons.

A striving to forestall one another in the use of nuclear weapons
may lead to a situation by the time of the encounter, where neither of
the opposing sides will have a clearly evident advantage in number
of combined arms large units. Therefore, pre-emption in the use of
nuclear weapons will be the main condition determining success in
a meeting engagement.

The simultaneous inflicting of decisive destruction on several
or a large part of the combined arms units which are moving up
or being deployed may force one of the sides to shift to the defen-
sive in a short period of time or to withdraw in the face of the
evident threat of a rout of its troops. In this case, the outcome of -.
a meeting -: engagement may be predetermined even before the
encounter of the main forces of the sides, and the meeting engage-
ment will quickly develop into an offensive or pursuit for one of the
sides and defense or withdrawal for the other.

Such, in brief, are our views on certaini problems in the forma-
tion and conduct of modern operational defense, which urgently
require further investigation.
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