
i 5 JUN 1962 : 

IRONBWU( 
I 
! 

#EWWRDvH FOR! The Director of Central. Intell igence 

€Rmnm 2 HIUlMY THOUi3ET (SECRET): "A Oulde to  the 
Use of Airborne Lsn3ings", by Lieutenant- 
Colonel W. Belov 4 

1. Enclosed l e  a verbatim trana1e;ion of BD article from the 
88cRET Collection of the Jovna l  "Military Thought" published by 
the Ministry of Defcnee, W3R, and diBtributed dwn t o  the l eve l  
of division camanrler. 

2. For convenience of re fexace  by USIB agenclee, the 
coclevord IRoHMRI( haa been aeeigned t o  this eer'ee of TOP SECREl' 
C8DB mports containing doctmntary Soviet material. The vord 
ZROllBARK l e  classified COEspIDBIQI?AI, and i e  t o  be used only among 
persons authorized t o  read and handle thie material. 

3. I n  t4e intereete o f  protecting our eource, IRoHBARI( 
ehould be hmdled on 8 need-to-know basis within.your office. 
Requeet for extra copies of t h i a  report or for uti l lcat ion of 
any part  of thi0 document in pny other form should be sadreeeed 
t o  the origlnatjnq orflce, 

1 I 

Richard Eelme 
Deputy Mrector (plane) 
9 - -  

Acloeure APPRQVED FOR RELEAl 
DATE: DEC 2004 

I I 
I 



WeCET

•■ • •	 • • • • ■•• .10•• b. II II

	1

MONSARK

Original: The Director of Central Intelligence

cc: The Director of Intelligence and Research,
Department of State

The Director, Defense Intelligence Agency

The Director for Intelligence,
The Joint Staff

The Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence,
Department of the Army

The Director of Naval Intelligence
Department of the Navy

The Assistant Chief of Staff Intelligence
U. S. Air Force

The Director, National Security Agency

Director, Division of Intelligence
Atomic Energy Commission

National Indications Center

Chairman, Guided Missiles and Astronautics
Intelligence Committee

Deputy Director for Research

Deputy Director for Intelligence

Assistant Director for National Estimates

Assistant Director for Current Intelligence

Assistant Director for Research and Reports

Assistant Director for Scientific Intelligence

Director, National Photographic Interpretation Center



4 June 1962

ECRET
z 444

4/)	 CRET

'DNBARK)

Distribution:
DC'
State
DIA
JCS
Army
Navy
Air
NSA
AEC
NIC
GMAIC
SecDef/ISA
DDR
DDI
AD/NE
AD/CI
AD/RR
AD/SI
NPIC
LS/PAD(NPIC)
DDP
A/DDP'
CFI
CSR
SR/Rp

Copy #1
Copies #2 and 3 .
Copes #4 and 5
Cc:pies #6 and 7
Copies #6, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15
Copies #16, 17, and 18
Copies #19, 20, 21, 22, 23, and'24
Copy f25
Copy #26
Copy #27

• Copy #28
Copy #29
Copy #30
Copy #31
Copy #32
Copy #33
Copies #34 and 35
Copies #36, 37, and
Copy #39
Copy #440
Copy #41
Copy #42
Copy #43
Copy #44
Copies #45, 46, 47, 48, 49, and

38

50



SUBJECC

DATE OF IWO t

-1-

110f ICTEr

I.

S	 a	 FT drii

BA RP

s USSR

MILTURY MOTET LECZarz.ls "A Ouide to the Use of
"Warne Lasdiags", by Lieutenant-Colonel K. Belay

Decelber 1961

APPRAISAL or
COMM	 s Documentary

SOUR=	 s A reliable source (B).

Following is a verbetim translation of an article entitled
"A Oside to the Use or Airborne Landings", by Lieutenant-Colonel
K. Belov. This article appeared in Issue 6(61) of 1961 of a
epee:dal version of the Soviet journal Nalitary Thought which is
classified SECRET by the Soviets and is published irregularly.

Issue 6(61) was sent to press on 7 December 1961. The Table
Jontents of this issue was disseminated in CSDB-3/650,151.

Beadoarters Comment: The Field Service Regulationa cited on
pege 3 are no the sane as those publishe as CSDB-3	 ,642 (Division-
Corps, 1959) as the original pages cited do not discuss airborne
landings. According to documentary information, new Soviet regiment-
battalion Field Service Regulations also were published in 1959.

:omment.: "Military Thought" is published by the
USS*t-.1..m,...-.77.-vw-vefense in three versions, classified RESTRICTED,
SECRET, and TOP SECRET. The RESTRICTED version is issued monthly
and : has existed. since 1937. The SECRET version is issued irregularly.
BY the end of 1961, 61 issues had been published, 6 of them during
1961. The TOP SECRET version was initiated in early 1960 and is
also issued irregularly.
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A Guide to the Use of Airborne landings

by Lieutenent-Colonel M. Belov

The growing role of airborne landings in modern battle and in an
operation and the increase in the relative proportion of motorized
rifle troops in their composition are mentioned in a number of published

! works by eminent specialists in this field*.

It is therefore quite obviously necessary that all units and large
! units of ground troops should be trained in advance for use in airborne
landings.

However, existing theoretical studies and official documents, as in
1 the past, entrust the problems on the use of landings mainly to airborne
troops. They do not bring out sufficiently the specific features cf
landings of motorized rifle troops and, consequently, do not promote their
advance training.

As an example, let us take the basic document governing the use of
airborne landings, The Wnual on the Use of 	 Troops.s. The title
alone testifies to the fact that it is entirely directed to airborne
,troops. Although the Manual does state that motorized rifle units (sub-
units) are usually Used in the composition of tactical airborne landings,
this is clearly not enough.

Similarly, the draft of the Manual on the Field Service of Staffs 
and the Manual on the Troop. Rear ivices Of the Soviet Army present the
!special features of the headquarters, the Orssuisation, and the work of
the rear services of airborne troops end not, as one should expect, of
:airborne landings.

We con, ider that under modern conditions the content of such documents
does not answer existing requirements. The need has become urgent to work

* N. N. ',Isom and S. Ye. Rozhdestvenskly: Airborne landings ) lalitary
!Publishing House 1955, P. ,g56; Najor-Generel A. Endinav: The Use of
Airborne Troolos Under Modern Conditions, Collection of Articles be . 
TrirJournel whLlitary ThcogyV, I. 6 (50), 1518, P. 47.
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out an official Vide which will combine the problems of the use of airborne
and motorized rifle troops into an overall theory of airborne landings.

In connection with this, it shcead also be noted. that in the outline
of the new Field Service Re ulatiors and in the draft of the Manuel on -
the Field	 v1 or Staffs there is likewise no consideration giver to
the changes which have taken place in the practice of airborne landinge.
kn both these documents consideration is once again given to questions of
the ase of ail-terns troops rather than to airborne landings.

It is true that in same sections of the Field Service Reg*lations 
(pp. 15, 19A and 40) there is a discussion of the goal of the use of
airborne landings, the bases of their offensive operations, and their
meteriel and medical support. In the remaining cases, however, consider-
atiowis given only to the landings and operations of an airborne division
(Parachute regiment).

The apecial features in operations where troops are used in airborne
landing* most frequently become apparent in the period of training and
Alter the drop, 14 to the *went of contact with the enemy. And, in our

'xion, this should be quite fully reflected in a document which
-4 defining the possibility of the use ofeirborne landings..

Since the problems to be taken up will deal with the use of any ground
. troops under highly unusual conditions, requiring both special training

and special support, it would-be better to call this document a guide and
not a manual.

, In order to work up this document, it is necessary to call on special-
ists from the airborne troops and on officers with experience in the landing
of motorized rifle troops. The main role in investigeting the problems of
the use of airborne landings in battle and in an operation must be taken by
the Directorate of Airborne Troops, which has well-trained cadres for this
purpose and which is capable of grasping the whole system of measures linked
With the use of any units or Urge units of ground troore in airborne landings.

• 	 Obviously, a single working out of the theory of airborne landings and
a periodic assignment of specialists to render aid in the use of a landing
are clearly inadequpte.
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In order to achieve widespread experience and to ensure the most
expedient and skilful use of airborne landings, it in necessary, in our
opinion, to have groups of officers, who are veil-trained in landings,
on the staffs of armies and fronts, and, also, to provide for a correspond-
ing training assignment of officers of wotorl .zcd rifle troops to airborne
large units and units '. After a single Gu:Wc to the Use of Airborne
has been worked out and after the combined-erms :Large units and fotastions
of ground troop? have been supplied withepecialists, we may count on the
successful training of motorized rifle troops for airborne landings.




