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IN FOREIGN ARMIES -

The Pundamentale of a Defensive Operation of & Group of

Armies and the Utilization in It of Nuclear Weapons in the

Initisl Period of 8 War (According to the views of the U.S.

command)

W
CQIOnei:P.'CEOiodov

In the U.S. Army defense is regarded as a type of armed combat

the basic goal of which is the creation of favorable conditions for

" going over to the offensive. Defensive operations can be conducted
vhile the wvar is in progress, as vell as at the beglnning of it. Th2
destruction or weakening of the enemy's advancing groupings is ‘con-
sidered the principal task of defense. In circumstances where wezp7n
of mess destruction are utilized, the goal and tagks »of the defenss
will be achieved with fewer forces and in shor er periods of time,
according to American views.

In theinitiel period of a war, especially during the first
operations, the Americans assume that trocps can switch tc the
defensive us a resvlt of an unsuccessful nuclear attack, when the
enemy commands a significant superiority in forces and weapons,
occupies a more favorable Operational-strategic position, hac g
higher degree of preparedness for offensive operations, or vhren the
enery, using nuclear weapons, is able to inflict forestalling tlows
on troops which are preparing for an offensive and force them to go
over to the: defensive.

Iuring the course of a war or of subsequent operations in its
initial period, troops can organize a defense when an offeunsive
has been arrested as a result of some unfavorable circumstanzes or
when the goal of the offensive has been achieved, as well as in a
case where it becomes neressary to cut back on forces end weapons
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-on a given axis in favor of another, more mpcu-tant axis of a theater
of military operations (TVD).

In the opinion of the U 8. commnd, in modern warfare, defensive
operations will assume their most vigorous and intensive character--
especially in its initial period--when military operations develop
under conditions of sharp changes in the situation, in the absence of.
& solid front and with frequent transition from defensive to other
types of armed combat action and back again., The basis of defense
is wide maneuvers of forces and weepons, massive use of nuclear ~
veepons and delivery of. eounterblous for the purpose of routing the
enemy's advaneing m ngs

American nilitary specialists categorize defense into strategic
and tactical, depending on its scale.

Strategic defense is defense on & grand scale. It is organized .
by formations renging from & group of armies and up, with the goal of
. retaining vitally important areas of a country or thester of military
_ operations.- .This type of defense, in their opinion, will -occur most.
frequently during the initial period of a war, when it is necessary
to gain time, to liquidate the enemy's superiority in ground troops,
and to create the conditions necessary for transition to the counter-
offensive. Withdrawal of troops is allowed for in the. course of .
etrategic defense if the situation requires it.- Troop withdrawal to
a8 depth of 100-150 kilometers was executed during exercises and

meneuvers. of .U.S. and RATO troops carried out in the last two or
three years.

It is considered that in the more important theaters of military
operations, such as the Ceuntral European, a group of armies can act as
a component of the ground troops of that theater and go over to the
defensive in conjunction with-all the forces of the theater. This
will take place most often vhen the enemy's superior forces forestall
"military actions on the ground.

A group of armies can conduct defensive cperations independently

in the secondary theaters of military operastion or along individual
strategic axes.

Bl _SEERET
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s the suppcwt of the conduct of & so-called “"counter-
atomic offcnsive’, the inflicting of maximum possible losses on ti.e encmy
or the routing of his main grouping, ard creating the conditicns for ¢rtr:
over to a counteroffensive or general offensive. Similey pools were et
or *'x U.,S, and NATO ccmmands for maneuvers when defencive operations were

: cnnductca, as »n rule, against the background of the {nitizl) period of & wor

*'Ons such exercisec. and maneuvers are notably “Blark Lion" (1957),

. "Maxlnur. Tension" (1959), "War Game-60%(1960);: “FALLEX-60“(1960), and oth-re .
A cownlex situation was usually created for the maneuveru ‘4n which the
encr's superior forces fcrestalled the NATO twoopq fronm deploying and
commueaci, sctive operations. The concept of th- reneuvers cnvisaged the
liquidation of the advancing enery's superiority in ground trocps during
the course of a defensive engagement by the utilization on a larye sesle
o weapous f ‘russ destruction end the resulting creation of faverable
conuiticus rer _0iug over to a counteroffensivc.

Ground troops, in cooperation vith the air forced, were given Lo
following basic tasks:

--inflict major losses on the enemy's ground trocms by rac: vhilisn
ot nuclear weapons, change the bolance of forees to nre's cun aduvantw
and force the cnemy to give up his-offensive, or temporarily urrest it

~~gain air'superiority and scize the “"nuclear initistive”, end thue
create freedom of action for one's own troops;

--paralyze the enery's communication lines, prohibit th=: trancfer of
reserves from the deep rear and destroy reserves of msterizl, e:pecially
recerves of nuclear warhezds, in the enery's cperational rear;

-=hcld # )ine, provided for in the plun cf the operation, whick
fivoruble for going over to e counteroffensive, by delayinc operatnqn

ie
k]

1. Field Service Regulations of the U.S. Army, large Units FM 10015




for the purpose of wearing down the. enem, 1ntuct1ng heavy losses on
him and gaint ng the time necessary to concentrate and deploy in the :
zome a group of amies of the reserves tran the depth.

" The west bank of the Rhine was considered such a line until 1956..
At the present time, the forwvard defensive line (the terminal line for:
holding actions) is being moved closer to the eastern boundary of the
Federsl German Republic, 1Q0 ki ter, the

Federal German- Republic from the.countries of the
L Socialist cemp. B

o mr:lng the "FALIEX-GO" mneuvers/" 3or: Wy words missing]to support

the execution of o nuclear offensive ny firnm defense of lines as close

" as possible to the boundaries of the Warsaw Pact countries. In an
unfavorable situation, it 1s anticipated that they will conduct delaying

' operations designed to inflict msjor losses on the enemy, arrest his
advance and create conditions: pemitting a transition to the counter-

_ offenaive by one's own,torces. S

EERN It should be emphss:lzed that the term "counteroffensive" 18 widel
¥ ‘_ _"used by the U. S. command in its mﬁﬁry-poﬂﬂcaI sense 10 A1lSgUIBE
: : ' I : : he countrier .
,'of ‘the SOcialist Camp by transition to strategic offensive in the air,
on land, and at sea, th 3. commnd alleges that it ring for
siv For this p roop exercises
rted with a simulsted withdrawal to a specif:l.ed position, from-
uhich subsequent transition to the counteroffensive was envisaged. But

by the enemy s sgpl;;igg g ors. Thus ’ the counteroffensive was only
'8 conventional phase of the otfensive operations, vwhich was worked
‘out in the exercises.  The main problex was actually the transition to

a strategic offensive under more favorable territorial and military-
political conditions.

In going over to the defense in the initial period of & war, a U,S.
group of armies can have a varying combat complement, depending,
obviously, upon the importance of its axis, the goals and tasks of the

Se
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I defense, the forces and. pature of enemy operations and the availability :
of U.S. forces and weapons in the theater of militery operations at the
beginning of military operations.

From the actusl availability of U.S. and NATO forces and weapon., in
Europe, it can be assumed that @& group of armies in a2 defensive posture
will include two or three field armies and 8 certain guantity of means
of reinforcement.  Thus, the RATC central group of armies (TsGA) is- com-
posed of the Tth Americanland 2nd French Armies, the 2nd and 3rd West
Germsn Army Corps (1b4 divisions in 2ll), b tank groups, S separete
regiments, 2 groups of “Redstone” guided missiles, 6 vattalions of
"Corporal” guided missiles, 5 battalions of "Honest John" rree rockets,
and 15 ‘bavtalions’ of 203 2mm hovitzera and 280mm guns. o i

The composition of a sroup of armies is sorevhat larger, according
to the experience of the last NATO troop exercises. Thus, during the
"War Game-60" exercise, the Central Group of Armies (TsGA) contained thc
Tth Field Army (PA) and 1st Army (French) totaling 15 divisions, including
10 infantry divisions (motorized infentry divisions), 4 armored divisicns
-(tark divisions), and one airborne division. In addition, it also in-
cluded 2 armored cavalry regiments, b tank groups, 6 groups:of "Redstcre"
guided missiles, 10 battalions of "Corporal" guided missilés, 9:bdattalicns
of "lacrosse” guided missiles, 26 battalions of ‘"Homest John" free rocketr,
and 4 battalions of "Little John" free rockets, as vell as. other reinfov‘ce-
ment mears.

Thua, it is foreseen that in the initialiperiod of 2 wer there will
be available a group of arnies composed of & coslition composition, irn-
cluding two or three field armies (up to 15 divisions) and the required
quantity of reinforcements from the High Commend Reserves (RCK), including.
up to 230 guided missiles and free rocket launchers and upr to 530 pieces.
of nuclear tube artillery, a totel of about 800 units, capable of firing
tuclesr munitions. Of these, only 42 launchers have a range of 125-130
kilometers, while the rest have a maximum range of up to 30 kms. Con-
sequently, mainly aircraft will be used as the means to deliver nuclesr
Tunitions to targets for destruction of objectives at great depth.

A group of armies cooperates with a tactical air army. The combat
compositicn of a tactical air army in a defensive posture can include
S or 6 wings of the F-100 and F-105 tactical fighters (360-432 aircraft), -
2 or 3 wings of F-102 and P-106 all-weather fighters (150-225 aircraft),
. )

1. At the present time, the Tth U.S. Field Army has been renamed
the 7th NATO Field Army, composed of the Sth and Tth Army Corps (U.S.)
and 2nd and 3rd Army Corps (West Germsn)




IRONBARK

3 wings of F-101 and B-66 reconneissance:planes (215 aircraft), one wing
of "matador" or "Mace" cruise missiles, camposed of 2 or 3 groups (2u0-
360 cruise missiles). Tectical fighters and cruise missiles can be used
as the mesns to deliver nuclear munitions to the target in support of the
iroops of a group of armies. In additiou, etmtegic bombers and inter-
rediate-range missiles can be brought in. . »

It is anticipated that 180-200 or nore nuclear veapons of varying
yields will be issued to a group of amies ‘for the conduct of defensive
actions. . In arriving at the numbers of these weapons, the U.S, commnd
1.> guided by its evaluation of the role'and place of the formetion in
ihe operetional. orynization of th : he theater of military
cperations, and the 1mportance of th ;operational axes and the
,i.r.eate" 8s & whole, as well as’ the avai ,-ty-of nuclear veapons.

. It should be emphasized that the creation of lov-yield wveapons
erd the accumulation of significant reserves of them permitted the U,S.
cormand to augment the quantity of nmuclear warheads assigned to formetions
2nd large units in.recent years. Thus, a group of armies was assigned
2LC nuclear weapons for - the conduct of a defensive operation of the
1m.tial period of a var at one of the exercises.

Moreover s It 15 cbaracteriatic that hO-"(O percent o!‘ them were
cowposed of weapons in the 1 to 10 kiloton. class, the main part of which
‘vwds put 2t the disposal of commenders .of armies, and by the latter st
vilG disposal of cormenders of army corps. Consequently, the overwhelmi.:
worzty -of nuclear warheads assigned to the group of ermies are of low
yield. This is explained by the following:~ :

According to U.S. test result data, it has been estublished that

<2ch thousand tons of TNT equivalent in nuclear weapons of up to 10

iilotons inflicts on the average more destruction by a ratic of 1.3,
l 5, and 2.7 times than nuclear charges with corresponding yields of
20, kO, end 200 kilotons. Thus, from the following table, it is
.apparent that 22 nuclear weapons of one kiloton each sre equivalent in
effectiveness to one charge with 8 yleld of 100 kilotons. But it
should be emphasized that, in practice, a single nuclear strike is
delivered more quickly than twenty-two. Therefore, in firing one
kiloton nuclesr warheads, it is necesssry to have a large quantity of
means to deliver the weapons to the target in order to avoid lowering
the rate of fire.

..j
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Yield of
nucleer
weapons KT

Percentage of ‘ '
effectiveness 1w 1. 29
of action .

L ® ‘I‘he effectiveness of the first kiloton is taken as iOO:percent.. '

. In addition, in the m,jority of instances, tacticel targets do not
- have the form of a perfect circle but are stretched out in one direction
. or another, while the area of destruction of a nuclear charge has the
.. form of a circle. Therefore the use of nuclear munitions of great yield
- dgainst tactical targets results in a large part of the energy of the -
burst being expended pointlessly.

o _ It. should be noted that in the trensition to defense after corduct-
"~ ing holding actions, & U.S. group of armies may be significantly under’
strength in personnel and combst equipment as & f'onf:nquence of losses

suffered as a resx.lt of bl lows by the enemy.

The fact that a group of armies has coelition compcsition which .
includes various national troops with quite different degrees of combati
readiness training, and outfitting with weapons and combat equipment,
especially missile/nuclear weapons, is its weak aspect. These troops -
have meny peculiarities in the way they are organized, and differences
in their operational-tactical views. Moreover, in the armies belonging
to NATO, there exist irreconcilable contradictions and treditional
ermity, such as, for example, between the French and West German Armies,
the Belgian and West German Armies, the U.S. Army and the armies of
other NATO countries, etc.

_ All of thic influences negatively the cohesiveness and combat
. effectiveness of the combined NATO armed forces gnd nan create great
: - F

N\
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difficulties for the U.S. commerd in the preparation and conduct of
combat qperations.

The bomoat ‘composition of & group of armies vill ‘also basicully’
determine its operatiomal formetion. In the initial period of a war,

.1t is snticipated that there will be chiefly a single-echelon operational
formation of the group of armies, with the allocation: of an army corps to
its reserve. -This was reflected in the exercises carried out in recent
years. Relatively strong reserves for a group of armies were created

.. .only toward the end of the defensive engagement, i.e., at the point cf

. the transition to he. counteroffensive, the reserves ;were composed of new

large units.'gu T . .

The single-echelon operational formtion of a- group of armies is
explained by the lack of forces and weapons in the initial period of &
‘war and by the belief that the task of routing the enemy's adyancinb
groupings and creating the conditions for the transition to the
counteroffensive must be carried out miinly by the .messed utilization
of nuclear weapons and the conduct of vigorous offensive-uefensive
operations by the first echelon troops. o o ’

The defensive fornBtion of a group of armies in the initial period
of a war, especially during its first operations, will obviously differ
in many ways .from its formation during the progress of the war, and
may te characterized by the following features.

In the first place, the forces and weapons of a group of armies will
take up a defensc -in broader areas. According to the experience of
exercises and maneuvers, a group of armies can defend an area with a
width of 400-450 kilometers and more. During the exercise “"Moximum
Tension", the Central Group of Armies bad a zone with a width of
L0O-U50 kilometers, during “War Game-60".(1960) 430-k50 kilometers,
and in exercise "Side Step" (1959) as much as 475 kilometers.

In the second place, the terrain, as a rule, will have no
engineer preparation for the conduct of the defense, or the preparation '
will be insignificant. Preparation of the terrain may be limited to the
laying of a minefield, including nuclear land-mines, above all in the
zone being covered and on the forward defensive line (terminal line of
delaying operations).
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R In the third place, the forms of defense and the elements of their
. A»';_'_mkeup, especially in the first phaee ot the defensive operations, vill
__{._.not be aharply expreased.

'rhe basic form of defense in the 1nitial period of a war, according
©.. . t0 the views of the U.S. command, will be so-called "offensive-defensive
- operations", during which the first echelon (in the zone of cover) will
' ‘use the minimal quantity of forces necessary to delay the enemy's advance;
_force him to operate in less favorable areas, and block snd arrest his
further progress. . The main forces are intended for routing the enemy
y'-otrensive actions at the most favorable time and place. It is
X idered that sueh a. defense is the most: v:lgm-ous and effective.

g In the fom'th place, the transition of the troqps to a defensive
» - posture will, as a rule, be necessitated by the results of the retzliutory
o ..or,forestalling blows inflicted by the enemy, and consequently tnc
- defense will be organized hastily, under the pressure of the advouci: |
troops of the enemy.

4 . And fimny, 1n the mkeup ot the defense and engineer e
- paration of the terrain in the zone of operstions of a group of «i::
. great attention will ooviously be paid to the creation of strong pui:.
. and 'centers of resistance capsble of aii-arcund defense, which enoulg
be created in the first instance on the more important axes.

During the exercise "Wor Geme-60", carried out sgginst the -..c.. -
ground of the initial period of a war, the Central Group of Arrica!
defense was constructed as follows. A forwurd defensive liue wus
created, 50-130 kilometers from the West Germen-Czechoslovekiun vorder,
passing through Bad-Bildungen, Bruekkenau, Hersbruck, Neumsrkt, lancshuwv.
and Kufstein. Beyond this line the zone of cover was crested «long tzae
"FRG-Czechoslovak border to & depth of 50-80 kilometers and more with
the forward area through Lichtensu, Sontra, Neustadt, Hsm, Pessau,
S8alzburg.

: For defense of the lines, the troops of a group of'armles' were
distributed as follows:

--three divisions, three srmored cavalry regiments and a motorized
infantry regiment (about 28 percent of the troops of the Central Group
of Armies) functioned in the zone of cover;

N\
710-
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--geven divisions (about 42 percent) were on the tor\-ardde :
line; : . ' ' ’

" --five divisions (30 percent) were in the reserve of the a; es’:a'nd
" army group, of which three divisions vere 1n the reserve of the: group
of armies. CL

Such a fornntion cof defense should ve conszdered as one of the
possible ones . :

. A defensive Operation of a group of armies can be div:l.d_edi
_periods, according to the nature of aperations- the preparatory period
" and the defensive en@gement. g L . .

, The preparation for defense, and, in particulsr, the conduct of the

. opening defensive operations, vill already Le executed in peacetime,
especially along those axes of the theater of military operations. where
a transition to the defensive is anticipeted with the outureak of wer.

The btasic measures in preperation for defense which are ca*rind out
" by all command-staff levels apd troops in peacetime consist of working
out the decision for defense, the creation of the grouping of forces »nd -
weapons in the defense, and the planning of the operation, including the
utilization of nuclear weapons, while the preparation of counterwvlows
consist of the combat support of the defense (inteliigence on the en-iy,
the or@xlmuon of antiair defense, antitank defense (PTQ), protection._
from weapons .of mass destruction, camouflage), the organizetion of
meterial-technical and medical support, and the control of troops snd
: comunications . :

The quantity and completeness of all measures for the orenmizetion
of defense will depend meinly on the nature and duration of the period
of direct preparation for war, or the period of th.reat

The command of the U.S. group of armies will try to carry out
these measures covertly, under the guise of exercises, miscellanecus
refresher training and other innocucus-eppearing pretexts, in order
to ensure surprise in unleashing the war, and to prepare the troops
to repel the enemy's retelistory blows.

\




But under modern conditions of high maneuverability in conducting
combet operations,:the transition to defense for & group of armies -can e
executed rapidly, without any sort of more or less lengthy preparatory
period. The troops will be obliged to mske a rapid transition to the
. defense, particularly during the initial period of a war, us a: result of

a sudden- forestalling or quick’ retalmatory plow delivered by the enemy.
~ Under such conditions, the command and troops of @ U.S. group of armies
can carry out the minimum measurea for the organization of defense.

L _Hhez: t_l';ere,.-j,
- anticipated that a
" .out. The’ plunning O fensive ! operation, ‘which can be. carried
out during peacetime,’ nsidered one of the oasic measures, while
the plans cen ve refined during the per1od of threat or with the pegin-
nirg of military operations._ S

The plunning ot a‘defensive engabement 1s carried out with con-
silderation 31ven T emy's: assumed tasks and axes of activity.
"Along with.this;"~ muc tention is given to. fire support for troops
in defense.

, Toe plan for;fire?SUppoxtgincludes the plan,fdm nUcIeér support, +he

" plan for urtillery supppri, air support ond other types of fire suppors:.
A prominent place is plarined for ihe utiliutlo‘ of nuclecr wespond ud
Qiiier neuns of uiss destruction.  Surprise wnd mussiig; 2ieluct tne f Y
ipporiwunt axes, and use against tpe riost inportsnt o.jeciives, 1in
cooperution with comeutional mesrns of fire, are COXUIQCIC° the Lasgic
. principles in the utilization of nuclear weapons.

. . ]

It is recomnended that nuclear wespons ve used in the defensive
opersiion of & group of armies in order to isolste the 2res. of comiat
operutions oy placing nuclear obstructive berriérs to a depth of 150 .
kilometers, and for tne direct support of troop comvat operations.

It is anticipated that nuclear obstructive tvarriers will ve
created for the purpose of disrupting or interdicting msjor transfers
of troops by the enemy, to interdict the movement of reserves to the
area of comvat operations, and the delivery of supplies by the des-
truction with nucleaxr strikes of large numiers of reilroed end high-
way bridges, as well as the most importunt communication junctions ir
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combat preparation depertment of the sta
" approved by the commender of the group of armies. “The: plan reflects
" the bature and item number of the targets, a brief deseription and their
: location, the distribution of the nuclear: aunitions among the large units

.the operatioml deptn of the enemy's troop deployment. It is proposed
" ‘that tactical eircraft and guided missiles ‘d]l be called upon to

‘create nuclear obstructive barriers.

In the direct support of defendin& troops, it is planned to utilize

" nuclear weapons against the mein enemy troop -groupings, and particulerly

against units and subunits of nuclear tube artillery, gu:lded missiles

-and free rockete, and nuclesr munitions storege depots, as well as
against organs of control and the rear area :

tional and
' amies and- is

The plan for nuclear -support is drafted

(formations), targets and tasks; means for delivering the nuclesr weapnns

" to the target; time of delivery of the nuclear strikes:; type of burst

(air, surfare, or underground); coordinates of the epicenter of ‘the burst;

* © pAximum probable deviation of the burst; probable losses. by the ‘enemy
-~ from the nuclear weapon; assessment -of the. terrain and conditinns fr the

area. of the burst from the point of view of the possibility cf ite wse

‘by the enemy.

According to the expérience geined from exercises and meneuvers, the
distribution of nuclear runitions to the formation in planning nuclee~
support may be about as follows: s
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From the table it is epparent that the overvhelming m:jority cf
nuclear munitions. received by the group of crries hws becn distributed
to the armies. Only 12-15 percent or wore of ‘thc nuclesr ~unitions
remains in the reserve of the commnier of the grovp of crmice.

. - The field army distributes the greater pert of the nucleer weapons

it has rec~eived to the corps, on the bacie of 30-40 percent of the nuclaar
veapons for corps operating on the enemy's main axis of attack, and 15-20
percent per corps defending secondary axes.. About 15-20 percent of the
nuclear munitions or varying yleld remaiuns in the field army reserve.

All nuclear ueapons strikes are divided into planned atrikes, which
are d:livered mainly during the period of the enemy's preparation for
the (ffensive, and requested strikes vwhich are carried out during the

course of the defensive engagement

rrom the beginning of the war, defensive cperaticn ‘plans drefted
in peacetime can be subjected to modifications by esugmenting cr raducing
the troop grouping of the group of arrmies,.by changes in the qunnfitv of
nuclear warheads assigned to the defensive operationm, refinement ¢ “te
tasks and objectives for destruction with nuclear and cther types of wi.pons,
reinforcement of the system of barriers, primarily by laying nuclear lend
mines, refinement of the tasks, forces and means for combat supply and
cperational supply of troops, tasks of the supporting v1rrraft, plzns
for material-technical and medical suppnrt, etc.

Plans for defensive operations are verified ard refined during the

course of NATO troop maneuvers and exercises. Thus, ths exercise
“War Game-60" had as its goal to examine the various weys »f the organ-
ization ond conduct of the opening defensive operations by th2 troops

~ avajlable to the Centrdl Group of Armies under the conditicns of & sudden
outbreak of war, as well as the study of the possibility for a transition
tc a counteroffensive after a successful nuclear offensive and reinforce-
ment of the group of armies with new large units of ground troops. The
main goel of the "FALLEX-60" maneuvers was to check the plans for carry-
ing ocut the nuclear offencsive end the first grouni operz2cions of the
NATO ground troops.

Experjenee from the exercises and maneuvers showcd thet the defensive
operation of a group of ermies in the initiel periol of a war can commence
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vith the conduct of delaying operetions as @ result of a situstion develop-
ing unfavorably for NATO iroops at the moment they start ihe war because
of - timely reteliatory blows by the enemy .

) A defengive operation cen alsc commence immediately with dpxensivn
operations designed tc hold a specific line, where the enemy has superlority
in forces and ueapons and holds 8 more favorsble position..

I’ 1s assumed that the de]aying Operations will bc conrducted in 8 2o0ne
of cover to a depth of 5C-100 kilometers, up to sn earlier prepare2 line,
‘at which the NATO troops, according to their plan, must &0 over to @
<tatic defense. -

It s ascude that in tbhe course of condurtirg delaving ﬂporation~
and 2-fending the terminsl line, thc treeops of tre cvoun € ar -« v|‘l
be ﬂcnctan*1v supprrted with nuclear weapons, canvrntional mesrs of fire
and sircraft in crder to vear down the enemy, inflicti l.oz:zes on hfm anj

crzste the conditions for the transition to a countercffnr ve.

Therefore, in this instance there will ctvicu -y be ne muelsny, ori:l-
lery and aircraft counterpreparaticn to be carried wut in a defiriz. . .o
of time to dizrupt or weaken the enemy offensive. duriuc the ope-ires 5 0 .
sive operation of the initizl period of a war, bocausc the Amcricar:
assume that the enemy will be subjected to uninterrupted fire offe:t.

Moreover, the conduct of counterprepuration in the firzs difencive
operaticn of the tnitial perirnd of a war will be irpcceible, in wur
cpinion, for the following reusons as well:

--Because cf tne suddenness of the war's outbreak :nd th» rapidity
of combet operations, <ospecially at first with the defendins sidc; there
will cbviously hé nn time cr opportunity to rrnn'rﬂ 2nd ¢o “pdvot, counter-
preparation; :

~=-in the first operations of the initial periodl of o war, the troopc
on the offensive probably will not be able to creatc sroupinge sufficientl
d=nse to serve as faveorable targets for destructicn by & special system
of prepured messcd fire such as in. counterprepzraticr; the Americans
propose to rouvt the sivancing enemy during this period with bricf, rapidly
prepered concentrations of fire ac he arpears ¢nd is ddscovered;
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-~the brosder deofensivc arees during the first operstions. end the
Aispersed dispesition of the defending troops and, concequently, thetr
fivepawer, will nct permit them to menevver rapidly along the neocecsary
axis tc create the minirum fire density requirPd for counterpreparaticn.

Tt is considered that because of the impossibility of conducting
counterpreparation, especially nucleer, the effectivencss of nuclear
support of the defensive troops rust not diminish. Ruclear strikes
will be carried out during the entire period of the enemy's prepsraticn
and advence and will be the besic means of breaking up or weakening hic
offensive. .

According to the Americans, nuclear strikes against the enemy as he
moves up and forms concentrations should be delivered only against adven-
tageous objectives and targets as they appear, ard a specific density
of fire should be ueed which will depend on the size of the objective,
the yield of the nuclear warhead, type of burst, wind direction, etc.

It 1{s assumed that 3 to 5 nuclear weapons of 2C to 75 kilotons cuch
will norma)ly be expended on one of the enemy's divisicnz. It ig conside
ered that an average of four 20-kiloton wespons wili be sufficient r.
break up an offensive of a8 division oc-upying & 90 o 100 squar< kiler-tor
area of concentrastion. Such a blow cen corpletely put out of cormissior
more than 30 rercent of the personnel and combat equipment, even when
more than 50 percent are in shelters. :

If the enemy breaches the tactical zone of deferc~ or the forward
defensive line occupied by the first echelon of the fiecld armies and
drives s wedge into the operastional zone of defense (in the defense of
the terminel line of delaying operation), a counterblow can be struck
by the group of armies

A counterblow by a group of srmies should be delivered to a derth
of 100 kms or more. Thus, during the exercises "Blue Lion" (1358), the
counterblow of the Central Group of Armies was planned for & depth of
up to 230 kme, while the counterblow of the Northern Group of Armies
was to a depth of 80 kms. It was envisaged that the counterblow wovld
subsequently be developed into a counteroffensive.

It is easecumed that the counterblovw will be supported by the actions
of nuclear weapons, artillery and aviation, with the utilization of ccu-
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vertional end chemical projectiles and bomdbs. Thus, 55 nuclear wespons

were used up in two days for the counterblow of the Centrel Group of

Armies at the "Blue Lion" exercise. It is articipateZ that nuclear weapon
strikes will be delivered principelly against the enemy's mesns for delavery
of mess dertructicn weepens, agelast his msin troop grouping which is
bresking through into the defenze, and agzirst approaching reserves to a
depth of up to 150 kms. '

In case the enemy sdvances rapidly, breaks through the tactical
defense 2cne, end successfully penetrates into the cperationel depth,
a counterblow by the group of srmies may not be delivered, aczording
to American views. In such a case, reserves can be used tc assume the
defense on one ~f the defensive lines, or else all or part.of the troops
of th: group of arnmies will te obliged to gc over to d2laying <perations,
in orier to assume the defensive on a more favorsble line in the depths
of the defensive disposition.

Thus, a U.S. group of armies is a formetion of ground troop: ir
the theater of military operations, charged by the U.S. commnd with
the defense not only of important operational, but alse ctrategic, ures,
while on secondary ='es the group of armies can conduct defense fur i
entire theater of mi.itary operations.

It is anticipated that wide utilizstion of all modern megns of
defense vi1} tr used in the dsfensive cperaticn of s group of armiss,
Nuclear weznons are considered the basic means for assuring the cuccess
of troops on the defensive. ‘ '
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