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Civil Adr Trensport first char ed "the L3TY (for Landing Ship Tank) in

1

ghad., Ching, 1t was chartercd

Fehruary, 1949, in Sha

1

Stesm Navigation Co. of Shanghal and was designoted "Chung 118,07

From Chins Merchants

lleason for acquwiring the LST was that, due to the unsebtlad politicsl situation

on the Chins Hainlend at the time, Company Monagemcnt decided vhad

cany kind

of unmovable Lond instollation of Company focilities woulidl be lmpractical since

it would be imposs

Hr. Whitine wWillouer, one of the two orisinal co-partners of the

other being Genorsl Claire 1., Chennault) first spotted an L3T in

to move such a facility ol a moment's noltice,

Company (the

which, he thought, might scrve the purpose of having sceméthing mobile to house

Company equipment., He asked Mr. Hervyn i. Garrold, then Chief of Shops, to

look over the 137 kMr. Carrold did so and agreed that it was the answer lo the

Comreny's mohility probice. So the LSW was duly chortered from C.1.5.1L0.

whon first acquired by CAT, the LS was just as the U.5. Mavy had had her built:

she was a Havy-gray painted, 327-foot long, 50~foot besam, 2,400 ton craft.

It was not wnbtil Hay, 1949, that she was repainted with 2 white

and black hull
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begmn coming on boord.

superstructure

The craft wade its maiden voyage under CGAT colors on Forch M., 1949, from

‘Shanehai, down the South Ching coast to Canteon. DSkipper of thy 15% on this

trip was Captmin (airplanc Captoin} Felixm Gmith -— preswmably he was the only

porson in the Gom

this vovago,

where the ship served as s secondsry lase to the Compuny Dase atb

nmy with snowh nautdcal oxpertise to command the

On Sertember 2, 1949, "Chung 118" mode the short crulse from Canton to lHong Kong

Lunming .

Shanghal \

HR70-14




On Qctober 11, 1949, the 18T was purchased by Cill from John Manners & Co, Ltd.,

Kerchants in liong Kong for HKG529,500,

Later, the 15T conlinued her odyssey when, on beceaber 15, 1949, she sailed from
Hong Rong Lo banya, & outhcrn port on lainan lf»l«‘nd — of ' the southermmos
. ‘. o “Y

{dp oi the Chinese mai r:]am

1nﬂl_w, on January 15, 1950, "Chuag 136" mpde her lash trdp sadling from Ganya,

.

scross the South China Sea, Lo the southern Teimaa port of Ksohsiung.

Up to this point, the IST had served primarily as a means of trensportation of

people and equipment, spares ond paris, and the endlass

necessary 1o keep the 104 iiself in operating condition.

Soon after she was pormenently docked at Kaohsiinng harbor, ""hun' 118 yopidly

acouiread such non-naubical Lrapplnes as o dowt:le rou of Luonset huts, stoubtly

secured bow-to-stern on her main deck, and a porachute loft went straight through
her bridge; she was underpoing the metamor pho.u., of becoming en airceralt mein-—

tensnce support vesscl for Gompary and other plancs heing mointained or overhauled

at CaT's newly-cstoblished Alreraft Maintenance e CGverhoul bose at Tainan, some

26 miles Lo tho north of Faohsiimg.
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e shops aboard the L5T were improssive in thelr enginsoln 1oy modernity snd in

their caompletencss. in the ship apd in the twin Uuonset huts, each 120 feet:

long, running porallel along almost the whole length of the L49T's main top deck,

were a varioty of shops thal would impress my cngineer. “here were spobless

machine shops , operating with fine precision, instrument shops, a propeller shop

(and bulmu ne a propeller on & somcbimes swaylng shlp was quite a trick in
L 3

itsalf)s departments devoted to woodworking, paineine ond fabrics, communications,

accessories, shzet metal, senml blasting, alectroplating, ongine bulld~-up, hydreulics,

electrical. components, various types of inspce stion - such as zyslo and m




a parachute packing room and o 37-loot hirh air-~conditioned porachute deying

towear, a photographic darkroom and a utilid ant .  In addition to these

e

facilities, the 3% also included an Infirmery, a 3 hall and o wardroom.

The actoal operalion of the ship aftor it reached Kaohsiung was hardled by a
marine crew under the command of Captain Cherles Crossman, Chief Lnglnoer H, J.
Parke,and Secord ingineer N, 5. Brough. 'The Companyts Marine Livision, with

an
)

a crow of 33 men, was headed by My, . 5. Kluber., There were anhroximalely 250
2 © il Pl

men working on hoard the I47T; most were already oxperionced in airceraft maine

tensnce.

Yrobhably the most interesting lfeature of the LST itself was the ability to make
what was needed. HMembors of the Marine staff had tho know—how to modify the

157 as requived, and the Company's lngineering Uivision followed the same peine
ciple, When & machine was needed, and the cost, if bourht from the oubside, were
prohibitive, the shops would bulld one. In some cascs, time was the important |
factor, IF the machine needed had to be ordered fron the States, it might arrive
too late for the work at hand. = Therefore, couipment such as magneto test stands,
heater test stends, power oil cooler flushing uniis, ste. were built in CATtls

own machine shops. By incorporating tho better poinls of many mschines, the
shops often came up with ecuirment vhose performiance wes superior to commerciclly

available ecquwiment desiencd to do the same job.

The 1457 served CAY - snd loter Adr Asia Company limited = as o mobile, self-
contained sircraft mointenance and repairy facllity Tor spproximetely 12 yorrss
from 1950 to 1962, In 1962, the aircraft maintensnce facilitios were moved

from the 5T to a new Shops ¥ulldine at the Conpany's

Idlmc,namce tase in

Tainon, Uhen the move was comoleted, the 137 was no longor recuired and, on

M)

26 May 1962, bids were sent out te sell the craft.

(EN)



A ecompanion vessel to "Chung 1187 was » 210-foot Yong, 1,000 ton e

h

ge, afTectionately nomed HBuddh:s," which wes used primerily for supply and

materisl shtorage; she wes moored alongside the ISY dwring most of hor useful

lifetine.

Muddha!! wos purchosed 1o Canton in May, 1949, and wags towed Lo Keohsiung, since
the ship wos not self-propelleds sho was, however, cowlpped with dicsel-powored
generators to supply hor with electric powor, and winches snd booms for hendling

cargos she aluso had her own waber syshbam.

jith the rclocation of the storoes function from the barge to a new warchouse in

m

Tainm, which was completed in Decamber, 1960, "Buddhs" had outlived her uselul-

ness and wos sold for scrap -— along with YChurg 118W - to iho

Tnd. Co, Lid. of ¥aohsiung; price paid Lo CiY was

es in the world to hive a

CAT was probobly onc of the fow =irl] mrine Department

within its oresanizstion. 'The Department starbed in 194935 it resched its menning

peck in Septamber, 195L, when it was cuthoriwed to have o total of LS ]:Jm;i‘i,j.on:.:
of which L& were 111od == 23 on the [5%, nine on the barge =nd two in the
Marine Office. “he Marine Docortment was dishonded on MNovanher 1, 1962, aftor
the sole of the barpe ond the L34, Thus, a unique department of CAT —— or iy

other airline —— was phased into limbo.

Attechnents - A llesearch of GUP-L Mles Re: 1S9 "Chung 118.!

L Color photographs of models of the LST and Berge "Buddha!
(negotives included),

C Rlack-md-white photographs of the actual IST and the Borge
"Fuddha at Keohsiung including some interior shots (some
negrtives included)

I Map of the evacuniion route of the 18U from Shenghsl, Chins,
to its eventual destination, K.ﬂOﬂ;allll’l{f,, Tadiwsn,




fttachment -~ A

Hesorrch of OVP-l, Wiles ies ®Chung 1180

On 11 October 1949 Givil Air ‘transport paid to John lannors & Go, Lbd.,:
#erchants, Hong Long and Chins, FKG29,500,

13T was brousht to
chartored L&
195]..

in 1950 by Civil Adr “rensport, CAs~#0C, who had
(cquoted from dralt wemo prepared

¥ WY
from CHINC U by VIGA) din Jamuery,

<

LXANg -

HOC Hadleyam WG=003 ,m), dated 11 Januery 1951, indicotoed thet Civil Adr

port had negoliated to purchass LoV Trom OHSNG .

Bill of Zale from (A% Incorcorated in Favor of ALGL wss exscubed on 23 February

1955.

()n b Aprdl ]9’3 5 ACL suhmittod applicat ,_o for transfer of resistration of Loy
from Civil Lir Transvort, CAL0C ;

Aspplication rejected hy HOC on 26 Avril 1955 (Dircctive W4-02411).

CAT Incorporated applicd to ¥C on 12 Ocltober 1955 Tor der e st ation and
repossession, ’
..1 rejected amlication and su
1 apply for trans

sboad that Clvid
amnd oWNers 'r\lp due to certain

On 29 Novembor 1955 100G ag
Adr “ransport GComrany 1imi
investment stoatutes,

Apnin on 19 tiarch 9)() CAaT ‘J("O.('T‘IOI ated an lied to HOG stati ng certain ﬂdd.l.tlor\al
T
facts,

CAA TLetter ¥:H-2-45-0591, daled 30 Hay 19‘36, advised of 0C's rejection.

~1063 uom,d 6 Hovenber 1959, sbabtes that Adr America, Ine.'s invest-
3 2 3
A e}

in CATOL in exohenffe ['or a Hobe Trom CAUNCL "has been approved by

o)

RBerckley Shaw's jctter of 29 April 1960 gives certain i mportant background
info (ecopy attached).

Hemo AVP-60-176, dated 3 Ausust 1960, advises DG thet Prosident has decided
on iu seles proj=ch.

(1 /r,

former Civil Alr Uransport, CAADIOC, remwesented by ALCL, advised MGG on
¥ .

2k Jnmuery 1962 of planned disposal. of 157,

On 3 February 1962 ¥OC approved foregoing.,




Cn 2 April 1962 Civil fdr ransport. CAA-MOC pebitionsd TOC to sell vessel or
dismantle for scren.,

On 17 April 1962 1CC advised Civil Air Troansport, Gf
I 1S P

WBHG,

AGC Lo discuss sale with

CHSHG adwvised AACL on 15 Moy 1962 that it had received instructions from MHOC
not. to purchase.

On 29 May 1962 hids were sont out Lo sell.

On 15 October 1962 (HSHC once arain advised
purchase LS7,

ARG that 4t did nol dnternd to

S5 and LOM Barge to Hwa Yung Mebal Ind. Co. iitd. of Kaohsiumg was
1 on 18 October 1962 for scrop purposes, Price:

Sale of
acte
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A WOODEN MODEL OF THE LST COMPLETE TO THE SMALLEST
DETAIL AND BUILT TO A SCALE OF 1/8 INCH TO | FOOT




