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25 May 1964
MEMORANTUM FOR: ExComAix
SUBJRCT t STOL Capability in Southeast Asia
~ l. The Vientiane Station | asks for three
Helios and one D028 to be added to | 'in Vientizne

"to alleviate STOL aireraft shortage., At present xate Alr America’s
Helios flying in excess 200 hours per wonth." |  |esdle][ |
from Taipei states that the USAID Viatnam is asking for ons or two
DO28's and ons Caribou. Furthexr, the American Embasey in Saigon is
arranging to make fwll time use of the two Apaches that are currently
in Vietnam, '

2., Headquartars Mas offered $o airlift one Halio from the U.8.
to Southsast Asis (DIR ) and this appears to be the only Hello
avatilable anywheze in the world to tramsfer to Southeast Asia. The
hulk of a crashed Eelio is in Vietuam, and this mechine i{s said to be
unyepaireblea; howewver Aly Amexica would like the oppostumity to inspect
it and possibly attsmpt repair. ' :

. 3. The above quoted wessages state & definits requiremmnt for 3
or 6 STOL aireraft in sdditiom to the Caribou, and there appears to be
only ons and posaibly two Belios aweilable to f£ill these needs. In
addition, it can be expscted that under Jreaent operating conditions

in Laos we can anticipate Helios te bc’:ftut of opou_tm from damage.

4. Ve havs available to us ismmediztsly three Turbo Porters which
can be sirlifted fyom the U.8, to Southsast Asia and & fourth Twrxbo
Porter can be available in Switzerland in August. The eost of thess
atreraft at their present location i{s some $70,000 each and Turbomsca
Astazou II K engines with Ratier Figeac raversing propallers are imstalled.
Ve have reviswed at ExCom mwetiugs on a nusbar of occasions the desira-
bility of plamming towards equipping our flest with American-ssnufactured,
turbine snginas installed in presemt or newly scquired aixeraft swch as
the Stallion. Neither the new engine nor the vew afrcraft is aveiladble
and the Departmmg of Defemas has not as yet chosen either engine or aircraft
 of COIN or STOL projects. When DOD has made such a choice, we should stan~
dardise where paseible, and iz appears that it wight be practical for w
at that point to adept the sazms turdine ss is acaspted for tha COIN pro-~
ject and standardize throughout wur flset. Meawwhile, there is omly
the Portar and Astaxou awailabls. ' c :

APPROVED FOR RELEASE [ DATE: 14-Aug-2009




-l -

5. We recommend immadiate purchagse of the three Turbo Porters now
available, The seller is engineering Pratt & Whitney and A{Resesrch
modiff{cation kits for the Porter and agrses to taks the Astasou back
ia trade vhem sn engine is chosen for COXN snd we have the availability
of Amexrican engines for standardizatiom. On this basis, the introduction
of Porter air framss would not seriously iaterfere with a standardization
program, and we believe procuremsnt should be approved and axpedited,
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