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Operational Plan for an Attack on NATO Forces in
Northern Europe by the Missile and Artillery Forces
of the Polish Maritime Front
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Summary

This document consists of a chart entitled "Plan for
the Use of the Missile Forces and the Artillery of the
Maritime Front" and eight accompanying tables .. lIn Soviet
Bloc usage, "Front" is an organizational term. A Front
generally consists of several armies with supporting
elements.7 The chart is apparently a schematic diagram
of the North Sea coastal area. Geographical features
are not identified, but the two rivers which are shown
on the map appear to be the Rhine and the Elbe. The
chart describes the primary mission of the Front as an
advance of 450 kilometers from its initial position __
at the rate of 70 kilometers per day if nuclear weapons
are employed, and at half that rate if they are not.
The Front's secondary mission is an advance of 300 kilo-
meters at rates of either 80 or 40 kilometers per day.
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The chart itself shows the disposition of Polish and NATO
forces during the period in which the latter are to be
attacked with nuclear and other weapons. It is labeled
"variant", suggesting that the Front would have alternateoperational missions.

Table 3, "Combat Composition of the Missile Forces",
gives the number and range of the missile launchers assigned
to the major components of the Front forces. /Tables 1
and 2 are missin~7.

Table 4, "Planned Combat Composition of the Missile
Forces for Use in the First Strike", lists ~he total
number of missile launchers assigned to the missile
battalions and brigades and the number of launchers to
be employed in the first strike.

Table 5, "Missile Distribution for the Missions",
gives a breakdown of the number of tactical and operational-
tactical nuclear and chemical missiles allocated for the
primary and secondary missions and the number to be keptin reserve.

Table 6, "Missile Distribution by Target", gives the
number and type of missiles allocated for each category
of target, identifies the elements of the Front forces
which are responsible~for their delivery, and shows the
total planned expenditure of missiles allocated for theoperation.

Table 7, "Plan of the First Massive Strike Dated ..... ",
identifies the targets to be struck during the first and
second salvos of the first strike. Anticipated losses by
the various NATO units range from 18 percent (for the 1st
Mechanized Division) to 95 percent (for the Nike-Hercules
Missile Batteries and the 3rd Infantry Corps Command Post).

Table 8, "Artillery Combat Composition", is a tabul-
ation of the number and types of indirect fire artillery
and antitank weapons assigned to various components of theFront.

Table 9, "Use of Artillery for Operational Fire
Support", furnishes normative data on the 3rd and 5th
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Armies and on the Front's artillery brigade, including gun
density, ammunition expenditure, and fire support for theattacl"

Table 10, "Plan for the First Nuclear Strike by the
Maritime Front", contains the operational plan for the
strike. At H-Hour the missile forces fire the first
salvo; this is followed by attacks by the tactical aviation
at H plus 20 minutes and by long-range aviation at H plus
35 minutes. Between H plus 45 minutes and H plus two, an
assessment of the damage inflicted on the targets hit in the
first salvo is made and reconnaissance of the follow-up
targets is undertaken. At H plus two a second salvo isfired.

End Summary

Icomment
--------~

Two enclosures to the chart, Tables 1 and 2~-a-renot
available. Although in some cases there are apparent
typographical errors in the tables, the errors have not
been corrected and all figures are as given in the original.
The designations of the NATO units identified as targets
are direct translations of the original Polish terms; no
attempt has been made to equate them with standard NATOdesignations.

This report amplifies the information on tactical and

lLeratiOnal-taCtiCal missiles] _

The following abbreviations are used in the report.
The original Polish abbreviation is shown in~parentheses.,

A (A) - Army

AATR (AOppanc) - Army Antitank Reserves

AFTMB (APTBR) - Army Field Technical Missile Base
AD (DPanc) - Armored Division
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CP (SD) - Command Post
FATR (FOPpanc) - Front Antitank Reserves
FBAR (plmb) - Fighter-Bomber Aviation Regiment
FFTMB (FPTBR) - Front Field Technical MissileBase

BN "S" (d"S") - Battalion "s"

AOTMB (ABROT) - Army Operational-Tactical MissileBrigade

ATR (OPpanc) - Antitank Reserves
BN - FOTMB (d-FBROT) - Battalion-Front Opera-tional-Tactical Missile Brigade

-4-

FOTMB (FBROT) - Front Operational-TacticalMissile Brigade
IC (KA) - Infantry Corps
ID (DP) - Infantry Division
LRAR (pldd) - Long-Range Aviation Regiment
MD (DZ) - Mechanized Division
MF (FN) - Maritime Front
NHM (NH) - Nike-Hercules Missile
OTM (ROT) - Operational-Tactical Missile
™ (RT) - Tactical Missile
TMB (brt) - Tactical Missile Battery
TMBN (drt) - Tactical Missile Battalion
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T!tble a. COMBAT COMPOSITION OF THE J\USSILE l<'ORC}<~S

Categories
Number of Missile Launchers

R-30 R-170 R-:IOO TotRI

3rd Army: 2 mechanized divisions, 2 armOred divi-
sions. , . , , . .. . . . . , ..... . , . .... .. , , . 12 6 -- 18

-----
5th Army: 2 meeh::mized divisions, :3 armored divi-

sions. , , , . . . .. , , , , . , , . ... . . . . . , , . . , , ,. , , . l:j 6 -- 21

7th Army: a mechanized divisions, 0 armored divi-
sions. . , , , , . . , .... , , , , .. . . .. . . . . . , .. !l 6 .~- 15

--~---
16t.h and 18th J\lechanized Divisions, .... . , ..... . 6 - --- - _. 6-_._--
Front (Front Operational-Tactical Missile Brigade) .. , - - 6 6

------
Covering Forces: mechanized divisions, armored divi-

sions, Front Operational-Tactical Missile Bri-
gado, ......... . ... . , . ...... .. . - - - -

Totals.,. _ - _ .. . , .. , - .. .. , . , , 4.2 18 6 66
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Table 4. PLANNED Cm,lBAT COIVIPOSITION OF THE MIS::iILE FORCES FOIl USE IN THE
FIRST STHIKE

Number of

Total Number of 11issile Number of l\~i"sile Launchers Missile

Laullchers Planned for US" in First Strike Launchers of

Categorie~
Batteries on
Alert 8ta tus

R-BO R-170 R-BOO Total R ..BO R-170 R-BOO Total Included in
Total

Brd
3 tactical missile ba t.talions, , ' , ..... !l - - 9 (j - - {) :~

Army

..

1 operational-tlwtical missile brigade. - {) - 6 - {) - 6 --

5t.h
3 tactical missile battaliolls .. ..... , ' !l - - 9 7 - - 7 2

Army
--- --_.

1 o].iemtiorial-tactical missile brigade, - 6 - 6 - 4 - 4 2

--- ---_.
Front: 1 operational-tactical missile brigade. , - - 6 6 - - 6 6 -

Totals" , ' , . , ... . .... , . ...... . ..... 16 12 {) 36 13 10 6 29 7

Covering force~ are included,
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