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“WHEU THE SECRETARY INDICATED THAT IU WAD BEEU SURPRISED 
BY THE SOVIET ACI’IOHg WIBRWIlo ATTEMPTED TO dUSlIFY IT rJIReELY 
ON THE BASIS OF IPIIERYAL DEVELOPNENTS I W  CZGCHOStOYAKIAe THE 
SECRETARY S A I D  THAT UE XAD SEEU NO IRDICAIIONS THAT CZECHOSAOVAKIA 
IITEHDED IO LEAVE THE UARSAU PACT OR CONDWCI-ITSELF I# ANY UAY 

THAT I N  HIS VIEW I T  HAD BECOElE CLEAR THAT OUBCER UAS A WEAK 
LEADER WHO UAS A U O U I N 6  THINGS TO DRIFT9 AND THAT IN THESE 

THE SOVIETS THOUBHT THAT DUECEK WAS LOSIN6 CONTROL OF THE 
OF A SITUATION IN WHICH CZECMOSLOVAIIA WOULD NO L o w m  BE A 

- OTHER THAN AS A MEMBER OF THE SOCIALIST CA8P. DOBRmILJ SAID - 

CIRCUMSTANCES THE R16HT WAS STEADILY BAINIW INFLUENCE, AND 

SITUAIIO#. THESE DEVELOPllEWTS WERE LEADING IN THE DIRECTION 

MEMBER OF THE YARSAY PACT, DOBRyloIl &MPAHSIZED THAT THE CZECH 

COBSIDERED THAT THIS VAS A HATTER FOR THEM ALONE TO DECIDE. 
ECOUOBIC REFORUS HAD NOTHIN6 TO DO-WITH THE CASE AS THE SOVIETS 

, . - *  . -  y _ _ x  - -- - - ---a .- -____- -.___ -. - . - 
U)(Eg THE SECRETARY BOAIN REFERRED TO THE POSSIBLE EFFECTS 

OF RECEm DEVELOPMEITS ON SOVIET~AHERICAN RUATIONSo DOBRYNIN 

IHSSRUCTIOWS TO SAY, I N  CASE IRE SUBJECT WERE RAISED9 THAT 
SAID THAT HJi COULD TELL THE SECRETARY THAT HE I U D  RECEIVED 

THE SOVIET UNION DESIRED TO CONTINUE IO UAKE PROBRESS UPON 
THE BILATERAL QUESTIONS WITH UHICH THEY HAD BEEN DEfiINB 
BEFORE THE RECENT CZECH EVENTS, HE REFERRED SPECIFICALLY TO 
THE PEACEFUL USES OF ATONIC ENERGY AND THE STRATE816 MISSILE 

FOR THE UNITED STATES TO PROCEED IBMEDZATELY I N  THESE HATTERS 
WITHOUT V I S H I H G  TO PRESS THE SECRETARY HE WONDERED WHETHER 

PROBLEM. RE UNDERSTOOD THAT IT WOULD PROBABLY BE IUPOSSIBLE 

UHILE THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION WAS STILL SO UNCLEAR. 

AS A HATTER OF  POLICY^ UNRELATED TO TIHING, THE UNITED STATES 
WOULD ALSO UISH TO PROCEED IO DEAL WITH THESE PROBLEMS. 

THE SECRETARY S A I D  THAT HIS REPLY W O W  HAVE TO CONSIST 
OF TWO STATEHENTS. THE FIRST WAS THAT FROM THE BEBINNIW OF 
HIS ADMINISTRATION THE PRESIDENT WAS PROFOUNDLY AND PASSIONATELY 
fW&RESfED IN ADVANCINB THE CAUSE OF FEACE AND II  PROCIOTINB 
BETTER BELATIOMS AND BETTER UNDERSTAND116 BETWEEN OUR TWO 

VOULD REMAIN BUT I N  THIS ATOMIC ABE THE PRESIDENT CONSIDERED 
I T  ESSENTIAL TO DO EVERYTHIN@ HE COULD TO DIMINISH DANQERS OF 

COU#TRIESe WE OF COURSE HAD DIFFERENCES, AND SOME OF THESE. 

CONFLICT. THE SECRETARY MENTIONED THAT THS PRESIDEMI HAD 
TODAY IET WITH THE CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP. UANY OF THESE 
HEN HAD BEEN SCATTERED ABOUT THE COUNTRY9 AND THEIR REACTIONS 

HAD HAD ON THE ANERICAN PEOPLE. 

BETTER RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNION. NEVERTHELESS, HE 
TO THE CAUSE OF PEACE. 

REFLECTED THE SERIOUS IMPRESSION VMICH THE CZECH DEVELOPMEHIS 

UOULD BE SUWECT TO STRONG CRITICISH FOR HIS EFFORTS IN BUILDINQ 

COULD ASSURE THE AMBASSADOR OF THE PRESIDENT’S DEEP COMMITMENT 

I T  APPEARED THAT THE PRESIDENT 
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THE SECOND PART OF H I S  ANSVEB WAS THAT AT THE PRESENT 
STA6E HE S I U P L Y  COULD 10T SAY VHAT THE P O L I C Y  OF THE UNITED 

. S T A T E S  YOULD BE UPON THE PROBLEMS UNDEEI D I S C U S S I O N  V I T H  THE 
S O V I E T  uwto#. - 

THE SECRETARY.EXPBESSED THE HOPE THAT P R E S I D E B T  SUOBODA'S 

SVOBODA VOULD STAY ON U N T I L  THEI NEXT DAY VHEN HE WOULD RETURN 
TO CZBCHOSLOVAXIA. THE SECRETARY RAISED THE QUESTIOM OF 

THAT RO HARB WOULD COLlE TO DUBCEK O R T H E  OTHER CZECH PERSONA- 
CZECH RADIO BROADCAST COMMEITIRB 01 THE COMPOSITION OF THE 

V I S I T  IO UOSCOW WOULD BE SUCCESSFUL. DOBRYNIR S A I D  THAT 

THE SAFETY OF THE CZECX LEADERS, AlQD DOBRYUIN SAID THAT V H I L E  
O F  COURSE HE #AD NO S P E C I F I C  IWFORHATION, HE VAS CONVINCED 

LITIES. 

CZECH DELEBATION THAT HAD 60UE TO HOSCOV. 

I# THIS COUNECTION THE SECRETARY REFERRED TO TIE 

THE SECRETARY MENTIOWED THAT TIlE P R E S I D E l T  HAD 80NE TO 
THE RAWCH. VE HAD RECEIVED IB THE LAST FEY HOURS A NUMBER 
OF ALARMIl96 RUHOBS ABOUT A POSSIBLE S O V I E T  I W A S I O N  OF 
ROMANIA, THE SECRETARY EMPHASIZED TU? THESE RUMORS HAD NOT 

BE AVARE OF WHAT THE EFFECT SUCH ACTIOM VOULD HAVE UPQN THE 
UNITED STATES OPINION COll Ib l6  OW TOP OF THE RECENT SWIET ACTION 

TELEPHONE R I U  AS SOON AS HE BRRIVED AT THE RAUCH AND RECEIVED 

COME TO US FROM THE ROHANIANS- THE AMBASSADOR VOULD SURELY 

I N  CZECHOSLOVAKIA. THE SECRETARY EXPECTED T#E PRESIDENT TO 

THESE REPORTS, AWD 1HE.SECRETARY D I D  NOT KNOV UHAT #E SHOULD 
REPLY. HE ASKED WHETHER DOBRYHIN HAD ANY I#FORHATION ON 
T H I S  SUBJECT. DOBRYNIN S A I D  HE HAD NEITHER SEEN NOR E A R D  

AQAINST ROIIAINA, AND D I D  NOT B E L I E V E  THAT THERE WAS ANYIHINO 
TO THESE RUMORS. ON THE CONTRARY, 

LEADERS ON THE OCCASSION OF THEIR NATIONAL HOLIDAY. 

ANY INDICATION VHATEVER OF ANY CONTEllPUTED SOVIET ACTION 

B R E E T I N B S  UHICH THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP HAD SENT TO THE ROMANIAN 
HE REFERRED TO THE WAR8 

THE SECRETARY CONCLUDED THE CONVERSATION BY STATING THAT 
HE D I D  NOT CONTEMPLATE IWFORHINO THE P R E S S  OF AUBASSADOR 
DOBRYNIN' S V I S I T - "  
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