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In two weeks of spdtéheck-
inz, GAO investigators tonpd,
that $108,000 worth ot

had inexplicably diuppumd,
according to a summary of the
report released by Sen. Ed-
ward M. Kennedy {(D-Mass),
- chairman of the Judiciary Sub-
committee on Refugees. = -
The GAO, an investigating
arm of Congress, condueted
its investigation of U.8.
Agency for International De-
velopment programs at the|s
Kennedy Snbcommmee’s Yo
quest.

Kennedy alleged that “slop-
py management, weak account-
ability - procedures, and ‘»
‘serious loss or diversion of
;commaodities charactérized
some AID programs in Laos”
and that this raises “sericus
doubts  about the efficiency
and efféctiveness of all’ US.
lald programs to Vienﬁm”
‘the capital of Laos,

AID spokesmen - in Wash-
ington said they would hive
no comment until they had
.studied the GAO report. They
‘sald many of the loose prac-
tices the GAO had reported
to AID personnel on the spot
had since been tightened wup.

After ‘the GAO’s fleld  in-
vestigation, conducted in ‘July
and August, AID told the
GAO it had found documents

accownting for most of the
missing 8100000 worth ot
goods,

NONE/UNKNOWN

ByRomlden

S . WAshingdeh Podl
Invesﬂgatori tot the ‘Cen- ..
eral Accounting Qiﬁee found
serious losses of U.S. relief

goods intended for refugees in
Laos, according to & rt re-,
leased yesterday. )

I

But: 3: GAO gaid : it eould
only conclude that there is
ﬂm:needtorAlDtomkw
iuproeedumandtommve
then-

* “Dentel be Hnr the- bup-
sel for the Subcommittee, said
& number, of obstacles had
Siheen. pllqod on the GAO In-
8{vestigation by the Central In-
telligence Agency.

‘He said that an attempt
been made to ‘prevent
GAO investigators from “x
ing to Laos on the

ad

" [that no travel fundl

available for thém. and ﬂm
the CIA had attempted to in-
voke executive - privilege to
prevent the investigators from
eeing the records for the
refuaee aid proanm.

“Examiples " ‘ol mism
ment the GAO found incl

¢ ‘Transportation . bills
mitted by a military-contro
Thai govemﬁ:ent ‘agency, By
press Transportation Orgadi.
zation,” were” paid withqut
proof that good: shipped from
Thatland had been romd
in LIOI :

¢ A Thal private comm
Exr Peng Chisng, was paid for
delivering a shipment of mel
bars and axes which 'u npt
received in Laos.

.o “USAID was not nmu-
ing most claiw sgainst .car-
riers for shortages or dam-
ages incurred in tmuit." .

U:S. aid to Laos runs abdut
$50 million yearly, a third ‘of
which is designated for refuife-
es. The GAO mwg‘b
Y wtal ot ;lu umu n M

.v‘,

year 1970.
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NONE/UNKNOWN

message,
She told me nothing has come

up -- in fact, gverything is very
quiet.

NONE/UNKNOWN
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