25X1

25X1

TOP SECRET
Approved FogBelease 2003/1ACRAADP79T00976#022300100001-2

_rE%ZPT—USSR: Cairo has received a second ship-
ment of T-62 tanks from the USSR, indicating Mos-

cow's willingness to meet some of President Sadat's

requests for continued modernization of the military

establishment. Thirty T-62s were unloaded in Alex-

andria in late May

| At Ieast tenm T-62S, the LI1rsSt de-

livered outside the Warsaw Pact, arrived in Egypd
earlier in the year. These tanks are more advanced
and carry a more powerful gun than the T-55s that

now make up the bulk of EgvpH's armor.

* * * *
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T-62 Medium Tank

Photograph 'of'rhbdé.l L

First observed 1961

Main armament 115mm smoothbore gun B
Weight 40,2 tons -
Speed 30 mph _
Cruising range 310 miles [ ] . g
Crew 4 553355 7-72 CIA 25X1
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»!;EGXPT—USSR: President Sadat has ordered a .
sha Teduction in the Soviet military presence in
Egypt, apparently as a demonstration of Egypt's in-
dependence of great power influence.

Cairo has officially informed Moscow that the mis-
sion of Soviet military advisers and instructors

in Egypt was finished as of yesterday.

=

L ~Jall Soviet advisers
statione Ith Egvyptian units were ordered to report

to Cairo

Purely Soviet units, such as the alIT JdeIense unItsy
which protect the Egyptian heartland, and the So-
viet naval air detachment, which monitors US Sixth
Fleet activities, have not been mentioned[ﬁ |

Egyptians will probably learn of Sadat's de-
cisions today during the President's speech to the
Arab Socialist Union's Central Committee. Informed
newspapers in Cairo have alerted the public to what
they characterize as important political and mili-
tary developments having world-wide reverberations
that will be announced by Sadat. There could be
other surprises in the Egyptian leader's speech
today and the one scheduled Sunday on the anniver-
sary of the Egyptian revolution. Cairo newspapers
in recent weeks have alluded to the need for vigi-
lance against US and Israeli psychological warfare
and espionage activities, and rumors of the arrest
of anti-government agitators have been circulating.

The presence of so many Soviet advisers has
grated heavily on many Egyptian military men of
all ranks and upon some elements of the public as
well, notably the students. Egyptian military
leaders can argue that they have received all the
instruction they need for the weapons the SOVi?EEﬁl
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‘!have supplied and that they can now do their own
r

aining. They can also argue that Moscow has
failed to provide the offensive weapons that would
require extended periods of Soviet tutelage.

Soviet Party Chief Brezhnev presumably learned
of this development from Egyptian Prime Minister
.8idgi in Moscow on 14 July when the two leaders
discussed political and military matters for more
than five hours. Sidgi's trip was prepared hastily,
coming as a surprise to the Egyptian Embassy in
Moscow and causing Foreign Minister Ghalib to can-
cel a trip to Belgium, Final arrangements were made
only a few days before Sidgi left for the USSR on
13 July, ostensibly to discuss only bilateral eco-
nomic matters. The Prime Minister was scheduled
to remain in the USSR for at least three days, but
returned to Egypt after little more than a day in
Moscow.

The Soviets will certainly be chagrined by
this latest turn of events in Soviet-Egyptian rela-
tions, which have been characterized by a good deal
of tugging and pulling since the six-day war of
1967. Moscow views its large military presence in
Egypt, which numbers about 15,000 personnel, as not
only important for training Egyptian forces but
for keeping an eye on their actions. Whatever
Sadat's explanation for his move, Moscow will be
hard pressed to explain the motives and suddenness
of his actions. Certain Soviet commentators have
spoken of the policies of the so-called "revolu-
"tionary democrats with epaulettes" and this latest
turn will confirm their skepticism. Sadat's ac-
tion, moreover, will make the Soviets even more
reluctant to supply the Egyptians with such ad-
vanced weaponry as supersonic fighters and addi-
tional bomber aircraft. For both the Arabs and
the Soviets there will be other consequences that
cannot yet be foreseen. [ 25X1
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