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One fact is beyond dispute: heroin 
.is flooding into thc United Statcs in 
sufficient quantitics to support a11 
ever growing numbcr of addicts. Esti- 
mates about the drug traflic are unre- 
liable, but trcnds are painfully clear 
in mounting dcaths, young zombies 
stumbling through city street?, crinic 
to the point of civic terror. There are 

* said to bc some 560.000 addicts in 
America now, twicc the nurnbcr csti- 
mated two years, ago and ten tinics 
tlie level of 1960. 

Anotlier fact goes unchallenged: 
suddenly, in 1970, high-grade pure 
white Iieroin, which Amcricans prcfcr 
to thc less refined drus more nor- 
mally consumed by Asinns, appeared 
in plentiful and chcup supply wher- 
ever thcrc were GI‘s i n  Vietnam. ’I‘he 
epidemic was a vast eruption. It tnok 
the withdrawal of thc troops 10 douse 
it, for the fcuful tlo\v could not be 
st;1unc11cd. 

Beyond those facts, the sordid story 
of drug tranickjng has hecn a shad- 
owy, elusive mixture of controvcrsial 
elemcnts. I t   as ob\,ious that therc 
mis t  be corruption involved. I t  was 
obvious that thcrc must be politics in- 
volvcd, if  only bccnusc tlie tralfic con- 
tiiirics to flourish on such a scale dc- 
spitc the eiicrgetic pronounccnients 
of po\vcrfiil govcrnnic~its. It takcs a 
map of the whole world to trace the 
drug net. 

Since tlie Unitcd Sta[cs suddenly 

became aware of the sinister dimen- 
sions or the plague 2nd President 
Nixon bravely declared war on drugs 
(unlike the persistcntly undcclared 
war in Indochina), it has been cus- 
tomary for U.S. officials to pinpoint 
the poppy fields of Turkey and the 
cfandcstinc laboratories of Marseille 
as t h e  soiirce of most of the American 
curse. Nobody denied that the bulk of 
the world’s illicit opium (some say 70 
percent, some say 50 to 60 percent) is 
grown in  Southeast Asia and partic- 
ularly i n  the “golden triangle” of 
mountains where Burnia, Tliailand, 
and Laos mcet. But the U.S. oovern- 
ment insisted,. and continues i o  insist 
in the 1 1  I-psse report on thc world 
opium trade published in August, 
that this supplics natives and seldom 
enters American veins. 

Not so, says Alfred W. h4cCoy, 
who spent some two years studying 
the trade. And further, i t  is certain to 
bccorne less and less so as nieasiires 
which the IJnitcd States demanded in 
Turkey and France take erect in 
blocking the old production and 
smuggling pattcrns. This is of crucial 
importance for two rcasons. One is 
that firm establishment of an  Asian 
pattern to America means that the 
crackdown in Turkey and France will 
be next to futile so far as avaiiability 
of heroin in the United States is con- 
cerned. The second is that focusing 
attention on Southeast Asia would 
bring Americans to understand that 
the “war on drugs” is incstricably in- 
volved with the Indochina war, and 
has !o be fought on the same battlc- 
ground from which President Nixon 

assured us he was disengaging “with 
honor.” 

McCoy, a twen ty-seven-year-old 
Yalc graduate studcnt, workcd with 
imnicnse diligencc and considerable 
courage-for the opium trade is.dan- 
gerous business and the combination 
of opium, politics, and war can be 
murderous--to document the facts of 
the Asian pattern. 

A good deal of it has been common 
gossip in tawdry bars of Saigon, Vien- 
tiane, and Bangkok for years. But the 
cossip mills of Indochina arc  a long 
&y from the streets of Harlem and 
the high schools of Wcstchester 
County. The general knowledge that 
the rumors rcflected is a long way 
from precise, confirmed dctail. So tlie 
Asian pa t t c rn  had  ‘never  come 
through clearly in the United States. 

No\\*, in his book The Politics of 
Ilcroiii it1 S O I ~ I J I ~ ( I S I  Asia, McCoy has 
sct it down. To show how it devel- 
oped, he had to backtrack. The use of 
opiates in the United States has a 
long history. It wasn’t until after 
World War I that ividcsprcad oppro- 
brium. addcd to groi3ing understand- 
ing of (he dangcrs, turned the trade 
into an underworld nionopoly. Rut 
World War 11 disrupted the supply 
routcs. Unable to get drugs, Amen- 
can addicts were f o r d  to quit the 
hard way. The ninrket diminished, 
and, with a modicum of cnforcemcnt 
efrort and international cooperation, 
might have been wiped out. 

A single U.S. ofticia1 act, McCoy 
bclicves, turncd that chance around 
and enabled the creation of a world- 
wide octopus of evil almost beyond 
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society’s powci to destroy. That was 
the deportation of Charles “Lucky” 
Luciano from New York to his native 
Sicily iri 1946. \Vhilc he was in prison 

.he had cooperated with the U.S. 
Navy by arranging with tlic Malia to 
ease the path of Amcricnn troops in- 
vading the islarid, and the Navy u-as 
proud of thc result. I t  wasn’t the only 
tirnc that Ameiicnn intclligence used 
criminals to hclp llic war clrort. War, 
and intelligcnce, arc dirty businesses 
and criminals are sometimes best at 
dirty skills. 

Luciano not only kcpt his ba rp in .  
He  made an c x t r a v a p ~ t ,  enortnously 
profitable best of i t  to reestablish the 
flagging “honorcd society” and ar- 
range tlie links which would assure a 
thriving drug trade to tlie Uriitcd 
Statcs. Me was somcthing of an orga- 
nizational genius, in McCoy’s view. 
Whether or not McCoy is correct in 
thinking that the network couldn’t 
have been built without him, he did 
indeed succccd in building it and 
forging the key bond to the Corsican 
syntlicatcs, the underworld society in 
France on wliicli tlic drug structure 
now rests. 

Once the connections were made, 
the shifting drug piittern became vir- 
tually indestructible, because it pro- 
duccd such vast profits that it could 
buy thc indtilgcnces nccded to per- 
petuatc itsclf. 

The Corsicans were  a l so  en- 
trenched in Frcnch Indochina. Whcii 
Middle Eastern supplics of opium bc- 
came inadequatc for thc burgeoning 
heroin trade, they had the contacts to 
tap the Sourhcast Asian sources de- 
veloped in thc first plilce as the result 
of British colonial gxccd. The British 
fought two wars for the right to create 
a lucrative opiuni markct i n  Cliina in 
the mid-ninetecnth ccritury. The  
Communist goveriimcnt of China 
wiped it out, quirc rulhlessly, but the 
evil tradition rcmains deeply im- 
bedded in the cconoinies and customs 
of China’s southern neighbors. 

McCoy shows with dcvastating 
narrative skill how, again and again, 
the need for moncy and  the lust for 
power led both colonial and indcpcn- 
dent Asian govcriitiients to turn to 
the opium trade. During the Frcncti 
Il1docliina war, a government, for the 
first time, it s e e m ,  dcliberately vio- 
lated its own Ian~s against the trade 
for military purposcs. “Operation X” 

Chinese hill tribcs in the fight against 
the Viet bfinh. It transfornied the oc- 
casional opium cultivation by thc 
tribesmen into a production upon 
which thcy came to dcpcnd for their 
livelihood. I t  also provided the trans- 
port and mxketing arr;ingeinents on 
which the pattern of the Southeast 
Asian trade still rests. 

Traflic dwindled rvhen the French 
army left at the cnd of the war. Wgo 
Dinh Diem, Anierica’s choice to keep 
South Vietnam separate and anti- 
Communist despitc tlie provisions of 
the 1954 Geneva accords, battled and 
defeatcd the Rinh Xuycn gangs. ’Che 
French had entrusted Binh Xuyen 
with the opium business in Saigon in 
return for information and clandes- 

‘in the opium traffic to acquire funds, 
as the French did in Operation X. He 
says that “only the Agency itself can 
answer’: whether that happened or 
not, an innuendo which is all the 
more unfortunate and unwise be- 
cause the charges he does make are 
amply founded and documented. I t  is 
a self-destructive failing of a certain 
kind of investigative journalism to at- 
tempt to provide all the answers, by 
deduction and implication, so that 
doctrine can be fully served, when 
what can be proven is enough. 
McCoy has proven enough to demon- 
strate his major thesis: 

That the U.S. governmcnt has been 
involved in the narcotics traffic in 
Southeast Asia on at least the level of 
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McCoy IVRS ;Iblc to find out, although 
he Inadc astonishing penetrations 
into thc dank jungle of sccrecy that is 
high-level Thai corruption. 

The point is that tlie CIA didn’t 
care, and didn’t think it was supposed 
to care. It made something of a mat- 
ter of pride about not bcin_e prissy 
and moralistic and lily-fingered about 

leaders and their nicthods of winning 
and holding power. it stuck to its own 
business of fighting Comniunism, 
howcver that busincss niiglit best 
seem to bc clonc. 

As h4cCoy says: “Unlikc some na- 
tional intclligcncc agencics, the CIA 
did not dabble in  thc drug trafic to 
finance its claiidcstine operations. 
Nor was its culpabilitv thc ivork of a 

local CllStOlllS aJld the hllbitS Of local 

Tew corrupt agents, eager to share in . -  
the enormous profits. i‘hc CIA’S role 
in the heroin traflic WIIS siniply an in- 
advcrtcnt but incvitnblt: conscquencc 
of its cold war tactics.” 

Because of its dedicntion to what i t  
considers its proper business, the CIA 
has been on‘endrd and upset at 

drug trade flourish, but neve‘r aware trovcrsy over the publication of 
of tlle Communist motives and ac- h.icCoy’s book, this time created by 
tions which prompted the reaction. those of his friends who denounce 
For example. McCoy shows how llarper & Row for allowing the CIA 
Frencll Socialists worked with the to see the galley proofs before public 
CIA in tlie immediate postwar period release. It is a poor precedent, tlloilsh 
(strengthening tlie Corsican syndi- in the circumstances it doesn’t seem 
cates in the process) against the Coni- heinous to me. It would be much 
munist drive for power. It was, he worsc if McCoy’s proponents cause 
says, senring “U.S. interests.” It nevcr him to fail 111 his rcal purpose bv 
seems to occur to hini that French So- turning his book into a “censorship 
cialists, alld many other Frenchmen, attempt” issue instead of an  issue of 
opposed Communist power in France war and drugs. 
in thcir own interest, and for reasons Another lesson emerges from the 
vivid in  their own experience, re- book, which McCoy doesn’t have 
freshed even today as they watch the room lo discuss but which would be 
life of Czechoslovakia and the plight a worthier sllbjcct of debate about the 
of iiitellectuals in Russia. It never CIA than r\hcther Ilarper Sr Row 
secnis to occur to him, as he writes should have given i t  a prepublication 
disdainfiilly of Western Europe’s ap- chancc of rebuttal: that IS whether. 
preheiisioii “over Soviet p i n s  in the apart from the moral revulsion and iil 
kastcrn Mediterrailean.”-that West- 
erii Europe saw Eastern Europe occu- 
pied and tyrannized, in blatant viola- 
tion of formal treaties. It never seems 
to occur to him that people who have’ 
watched the Brezhnev doctrine in op- 
eration are not thinking primarily of 
Anicrica’s wishes when thcy rcsist ex- 
pansion of Soviet power. 

charges which it says “could create a n  , But the rcporting is generally solid 
accepted inyth  that thc  CIA has been ’ and it supports to a substantial extent 
invoived ii; the drug trafic. . , . we 
believe that the eKe‘ect of Mr. biccoy’s 
book is to do a disservice to this fight 
[against drugs] and to dishcarten thc 
many sjnccre pcoplc in CIA who arc 
at least as concerncd ribout this men- 
ace as Mr. McCoy.” 

So it has bccn with many of our in- 
stitutions in the saga of Vietnam. 
I-loncst public servants. doing what 
thcy tliought was right, have been 
disheartcnctl to cliscovcr the unin- 
tended results of their enbrts. Hut the 
results arc tlierc. 

Tlic book has flaws. It tends to be 
repetitious at points, because the pat- 
tern it traces is complex i3lld is con- 
stantly doubling back and ovcr- 
Iapping .  More ser ious ,  McCoy 
acccpts sonic sccoi~d;iry and dcduc- 
tivc sources which cannot be consid- 
ered irrefutable. llut he also has 
many new firsthand sources and spc- 
cific tlctails which arc more than suf- 
ficient to make his case, and a marvcl- 
ously well organized scction of docu- 
mentary iiotcs and ;in iiidcx, which 
rcinforcc thc book’s authority. 

McCoy’s’devastating conclusion: “Tn- 
dccd, in the final analysis the Ameri- 
can people will have to choose be- 
tween supporting doggedly anti- 
communist governments in South- 
east Asia or getting heroin out of 
thcir high schools.” 

It is probably misleading to as- 
sunic, as McCoy does too easily, that 
smashing the Southeast Asia pattern 
will smash the heroin trade. But he 
has dcinonstratcd, I think conclu- 
sively, that thc trade cannot be liqui- 
dated so long as the United States 
supports the corrupt regimes of 
Southcast Asia. That is what the book 
is about. and i t  was McCoy’s purpose 
in writing it ,  just as it \vas l hn ie l  Ells- 
bcrg’s purpose in releasing the Penta- 
gon Papers, to convince the Amcrican 
public that thc United States cannot 
win the L’ictnnm War but none of its 
leaders havc the courage to end it. 

Ellsbcrg failed, i n  the sense that 
Prcsidcnt Nixon has nianagcd to al- 
lay piiblic distress and kecp the war 
going by changing tactics. In  part, 
that  failure was due to the fact that 

. .. . . . . . ____ - .. .. 
repute brought on t,he Unitcd States 
by CIA “dirty tricks,’’ tliere is any nct 
gain of any kind as a result of their 
operations. Intelligencc is certainly 
necessary. Intclligencc evaluation is 
crucial. But McCoy’s book, and many 
other disclosures, create at least a 
very scrious question about the value 
of the operational side of the CIA. 
\Vhat has the United States achicvcd 
from the CIA-run war in Laos? What 
did thc Unitcd States get from the 
abortive coup attempt in Indonesia. 
or the Bay of Pigs? Wia t  was the fi- 
nal bcncfit of the CIA-mounted rcvo- 
lution in Guatemala? It  is true tha t  
the CIA probably didn’t do anything 
the Russians don’t do, but i t  is timc to 
ask whether fighting fire with fire 
even works. The 1’olitic.T of Hcroiii i i i  

Souflrcasr Asin shows the evil i t  un- 
wittingly produces. The  ncxt question 
is whether anyone can s h o ~  that un- 
dercover operations actually do  any 
good. 
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