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INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM - -

;IDDI.E EAST-

1 Situntion Report Number 6
(AG.of 0630 EDT)

.T1E ILITARY SITUATION

EGYPTIAN FRONT

1. The Egyptians erected at least four
floating bridges across the Canal -during tho night,
but at least one was destroyed, according to the

25X1 Israelis.

|T e 'Egyptiane- are in -ont oa
of the east bank of the Canal from the Gulf of Suez

.. to the Great -hitter Lake, according to the chief of
the UN truce supervision team in Jerusalem, The
chief of the I.sraeli niilitary intelligence forecast
that two Egyptian divisions.would try to .cross the
Canal during the night, but this d'es not appear to
have occurred.

2. The Israeli Air Force became more active
at daylight. Heavy reconnaissance activity was in
evidence near Ismailiyah, Sal.ihiyah lairfield, and
west of the C(aial. in general. It appears also that
at least one Egyptian airfield was bombed. An Egyp-
cian ground observer reported hearing ground explo-

25X1 sions in the vicinity of Al Mansurah airfield.
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3. A number of the Israeli craft that had been
patrolling near Port Said apparently returned to Ashdod

for refueling. Meanwhile, an Israeli aircraft report-
edly sqnk a possible Egyptian missile boat north of

Port Said. The Israelis also claim to have sunk two

rubber rafts and a small patrol boat, carrying raiding
- parties toward Sinai in the Gulf of Suez.

4. The Israelis admit the loas of some. 60--80
men killed and five aircraft downed. The Israelis
escimate that Arab losnrs are five to ten timaO as
many-xnen, 17 aircraft, 14 hclicopters, and 60 tanks.-
Arab claims of Israeli losses of aircraft are much
higher.

5. The Israelis remain co.nfide.nt that they
will be able. to regain all the territory they have
lost and will give the Arabs a hard lesson as well..

They appear to be concentrating on containing the
Syrian thrust first before turning their attention
to the Eyptians. Some Israeli reserve's are enter-

ing the battle in the Sinai.

6. The US T.nteresLs Section reports from
Cairo that downtown streets were filling this morn-
ing, public transportatiorn was running, and in gen-
aral activity was only slightly different than normal.
However, schools have closed until further noti.ce and
some foods and fuels are being rationed. Cairo press
attention to US support for israel no far-has been
in moderate terms.

SYRIANI FRONT

7. The Syrian advance and limited gains in
the Golan Hteight. area, aucording to late reports
from, the Israelis, have been stemmed. Early this
morning, after an overnight lull, Israeli aircraft
returned in force and, presumably in conjunction
with the ground forces, attacked targets in the
heights. As teany as 72 Israeli aircraft were de-
tected in one mission.
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JORDAN

8. A Jordanian military spokesman said that
early today eight Phantoms violated Jordan.i.an air
space and warn fired upon by Jordanian antiaircraft.

25X1 -

SOVIET MILITARY ACTIVITY

9. Most. Soviet naval forces in the 'eastern-
Mediterranean ate withdrawing from the areas of
conflict in an apparent continuati6n of their hands-
off policy. The -Soviet ships appear to be heading

25X1 toward a rendezvous in - the vicinit of Crete.

estroyer, plus some auxiliaries, remain in Alexan-
dria harbor. -

SOVIET .POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS

10. Soviet press reaction to the outbreak of
hostilities continues to be sparse.. No Soviet leader
has issued a statemcnt on the cri.i,, but a-mcssage
from Soviet party leader Brezhnev w'as delivered to
President Sadat late yesterday by the Soviet ambas--
sador in Cairo. The contents of the message were
not revealed. At the UN, the Soviet -Mission continues
to support Egypt's prefecrnce to have the crisis de-
bated in the voto-free General Assembly rather than
the.Security Council.. Ambassador Scali reports that
Soviet Ambassador Malik told the Security Council
President. that the USSR is against bringing the matter
before the Security Council. At home, the Soviets
are procccdin 8g with normal business. incl.idi.ng the.-
visit of Prime inister Tanaka, who- arrives today in

- Moscow.
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OTHER ARAB STATES

11. Iraq this morning took the lead iu cracking
down on US oil interests by nationalizing the Exxon
and Mobil Oil shares of. the -Basra Petrolu m corpany,
a subsidiary of the Iraq Petroleum Company whose
Kirkuk properties had been taken over in June 1972.
President Bakr has pledged Iraq's full support, but
as yet no new Iraqi forces, to the battle. The Iraqi $-
Air Forde and border police reportedly are oi total
alert. '

12. Libyan President Qadhafi, another likely
Candidate .to use oil as a. weapon, reportedly will
make a speech today. Tripoli Radio last night ap-
pealed to the Jordanian Army to join in the fight
and "remove the .disgrace brou.ght upon them by their
rulers."

- 13. The US Enbassy in Khartoum ... reports that
Sudanese President Numayri has offered troops to
Asad and Sadat' and has placed ports and airports at
the disposal of Arab forces.

14. Beirut Radio has reported that the Lebanese
military has been placed on alert. Lebanon Prima
Minister Solh yesterday expressed to Ambassador Buf-
fum his concern about possible Israeli aggression
against Lebanon. At a meeting of the U1 mixed ar-
miatice coimmission, the-Israelis had prbtested the
fact that- a Syrian plan.e had landed at a Lebanese
military airfield earlier that day and taken off again..
The Israelis said that if there.were repetitions of
such activity Lebanon would suffer grave consequences.
Solh denied that Lebanon had giben any assistance to
the aircraft and said Beirut would fight on1ly if at-
tacked. Prime Minister Solh emphasized Lebanon)'s .

- strong desire to stay out of the battle.. He said
key Palestinian leaders had been called in and told
Lebanon would not toleraet their causing any trouble.

15. Geieral Zeira, Chief of Military Intelli-
Bence, made an implied threat during the course of
a briefing yesterday that the IDF might hit targets ..-.
in Lebanon if that. country continued its alleged as-
his~tance to the Syrians and it's lax control over the
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fedayeen. le also clainmed that both Lebanon and
Jordan were passing air defense radar information
to Syria and that the IDF would- like them to stop
working their radars; he did not; however, make,
any threatening remarks about Jordan.-

16. The .Palestinian news agency Wafa has re-,
ported that- Yasir Arafat is personally commanding
the' military operations being carried out by the
Palestinian revolutionaries. The resistance move-
ment claims that its commandon ambushed a 12-vehicle
nilitary convoy in:the Latroun area. of the Israeli
occupied west bank of Jordan yesterday. -I alS6

- said that anothe.r- commando unit' attacked an Israeli
25X1 military vehicle on the Khodei.ra-IHaifa road.

AMERICANS' INVOLVED .

"RED s7 y
17, Pomantica,. a ship of Greek r bear-

ing over 200 Americans in rep.ortedly being delayed
in Tartus because some of the passengers are Jewish.
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