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CENT=AL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
10 OCtober 1973

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM.

MIDDLE EAST

Situation Report Number 18
- (as 'of 0630 EDT)

TIIE MILITAY SITUATION

GENERAL -:

1. The war enters the fifth day showing no
promise of a short decisive campaign for either 'side.
The evening passed quietly on both fronts with Is-
rael.i air attacks. starting at daybreak. No concurrent
ground action has been detected on either front.

2. The Egyptians have established their force
firmly on the eastern bank of the Suez Canal, forcing
an Israeli admission that their- ground forces have
been unable to push them back. -In the Golan Heights,
despite heavy fighting, the Israelis have been unable
t.o. push the Syrians back beyond' the 1967 cease-fire
lirie, and they adinit that they have not broken the
Syrian army. Thu'ground is still contested, however,
and no clear-cut advantage is evident for either side.

EGYPTIAN FRONT

3. The Israeli air force this morning renewed
its attacks on' Egyptian positions on the west bank
of the Canal and on the bridges crossing the Canal.
According to Israeli press accounts, there has been
little activity along the canal over the evening.
The Egyptians continued to resupply their forces over
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the night without opposition fromr air attack. Despite ,
losses taken durins the air attacks of the last few
days, the EgypLians evidently are able to keep their
bridges in operation and their forces supplied.

4. 'With yesterday's admission that their ground
forces were unable to destroy the Egyptian forces on
the eastern bank, the Israelis are counting on their
air force to hold the line. For the last two days,
the Israelis have concentrated their 'air attacks along
the canal -in the face .of heavy antiaircraft fire--guns
and surface-to-air missiles--covering the bridgeheads.
The Israelis reportedly lost seven fighters during these
attacks. By late yesterday some success may have been

- achieved in suppressing these defenyes 25X1-

5, The Egyptians. now hold the. entire east bank
of the canal with their positions extending into the
Sinai from depths of 3 to 5 kilometers to perhaps as
much as 20 kilom~ters. An Egyptian; incursion yesterday
reached the Mitla Pasa but, according to the Israelis,
was driven off by air attacks. The.Israelis claim to
have stabilized thc lines and to be establishing de'fen-
sivO positions in front of the Egyptian fprces. They
claim to be building up their forces behind these lines
for what Israel aciknowledges will be a longer war than
initial.ly it expected, The Oarlier. confidence of a
short and decisive counter--stroke has faded and .the
Israelis are facing up to Egyptian' forces that-are more .
capab.le than they had envisaged.

6. Although the- military situation is --still far
from settled, some Israeli newspapers are calling for
the destruction of.Syrian and Egyptian military capa-
bility to- prevent 'future Arab .attacks,. A columnist .

with Haaretz, an authorative Tel Aviv daily., however,
points out the di.lemm'a for Israel if it should carry
out such a policy. The columnist argues that a re-
sounding defeat'would- make it almost impossible for
Arab governments to enter into' negotiations with
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Israel. IHe said 'that a military victory could serve
as a political instrument if rilitary aiins were ac-
companied by political aims. He notes, however, that .
the Israeli Governwcnt has made it .clear that it has
no political- aims -in this war and doncludes that the
main fruit of the struggle is also likely to be-a
military victory. -

SYRIAN FRONT

7. As the fighting -enterod its fifth day the
situation. on the Golan Heights ~remains stable after
a quiet night. There are -conflicting reports from
both Syria and Israel concerning the positions they
hold, with both sides claiming to hold the cease-fire
line. Syrian, forces still retain possession of

. Qunaytirah.despite Israeli attempts to retake it.

8. Radio Jerusalem reports that early this
morning the IAF began conducting heavy air strikes

- against Syrian armorud forces in -the iei hts . 25X1

n th-e ground, fighting this morning
seems.- o e limited to minor skirmishes.

25X1

10. The.Syrians have published a list of those
.injured in yesterday's attack on the Soviet cultural -
mission in Damascus. No Russian names figure in the
list, and Syrian officials refuse to confirm or deny
that 30 S.ovists were: killed in the raid. The wreckage
of the building has not been completely cleared, .how--
ever, and further bodies may be discovered. According
to press reports, the Syrian director of the mission
was badly injured and a number of Syrian students were
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wounded. Othor press cables from Damascus report that ,
the oil refineries at Hiiims were severely damaged by '
Israeli, air strikes and that throe Israeli aircraft
were lost in the attack. 25X1

JORDAN 25X1

13. The German and French umissions in Amman have
told a US Embassy officer that they see no indications
of an imminent Jordanian entry 'into the war, but they
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confirm that pressures are m1ounting. Th.e Germans
believe arm twisting from Sadat and Asad could ..turn
the tide. The French see increasing agitation from-
Palestinians in Jordan as the key factor.

SAUDI ARABIA'

14. Accoiding to a sensitive State bepartmant
cable from Aman, Saudi Arabia has advised Jordan that
it int ens to send a brigade of 'troops to Syria through
Jordaniah tcriitory, Jordan intends to comply 'and a
Saudi dclogation in Amman is discussing with, Jordanian
officials the possibility of aordanian logistical sup-
port, including fuel for its troops. The emnbassy com-
ments that should the Saudis enter the' war, the Jordan25x1
could find it difficult to stay .out.
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OTHER ARA3 STATES -

20. In Abu Dhabi the .American Embassy reports it
was warned in an Arabic language telephone call that
the chancery would be bombed. Local employees were sent
home and police prptection was expected momentarily.

LATE ITEM

21. Saudi o.Ckiciais are incroasihgly concerned
that they, may soon have to take a strong anti-American
stand in order "to' survive politically. The Saudis feel
they have no other:.direction to go and also believe the

- regime is vu.lnorable as will be the US if it resupplies
Israel .with, arms.
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