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TIE MILITARY SITUATION

]

GENERAL -

_ L. The war enters the fifth day showing no’
promige’ of a short decisive campaign for eithsr 'side.
Tho evening passed quietly on both fronts with Is-
raeli air attacks starting at daybreak. ©No concurreat
grougd action has beeén detected on either front.

e 2. ‘The Egyptians have established their force
.mrmly on'the eastern bank of the Suex Canal, forecing
an Israeli admission that their ground forces have
begn‘unablc to push them back. "In the Golan Heights,
ﬂebplte heavy fighting, the Israelis have been unable
lplpgsp the Syrians back beyond the 1967 cease-fire
_Slne, dpd they admit that they have not broken the

. yyian army, The'ground is still contested, however,
and no clear-cut advantage is evident for either side.

EGYPTIAN FRONT

..~ ' 3. The Israéli air force this morninc :
its attacks on Egyptian positions on tﬁgiSésieggggd
of the Canal and on the bridges crossing the Canal.
?g:ordx?q to Israeli press accounts, there has been

ittle activity along the canal over the evening.
The Egyptians continued to resupply their forces over

.. [State Dept. review completed)

] M £y

[ , 25X1

L

L}

No Objection To Declassification 2009/05/13 : NLN-N804665-1Q23-1




25X1

25X1

- .
LR,

l ) : 1
~ No Objection To Declassification 2009/05/13 : NLN-NSC-665-1-23-1

the night without opposition from air attack. Despite
losszes taken during the air attacks of the last few
days, the Eyyptians evidently are able to keep hheir
blldge in operation and their forces. suppl;Ld

4. 'With yesterdady's admmasxon-that their ground

rfoxces were unable to destroy the Edyptian forces on

the eastern bank, the Israelis are counting on their
alr force to hold the line. For the last two days,
the Israclis have concentrated their 'air attacks along
the canal-in the face .of heavy antiaircraft flre-—guns
and surfac¢e-to-air nissiles—-covering the bridgeheads,

The Israelis reportedly lost seven fighters during these

attacks. By late yesterday some uccnss may have beaen

achicved in suppressing these defen

5. The Egyptians now hold the entire east bank
of the canal with their positions extending into the
Sinai from depths of 3 to 5 kilometers to perhaps as

much as 20 kilemeters, An Egyptian:incursion yesterday

reached the Mitla Pass but, according to the Israelis,
was driven off by air attacks. The!Israelis-claim to
have stabilized the lines and to be establlshing Cefen~

. sive pos;tlon; in front of the Egyptlan forces. They

claim to be huilding up their forces behind these lines
for what Israel acknowledges will be a longer war than
initially it expected., 'he carlier confidence of a
short and decisive counter-stroke has faded and the

Israclis axe facing up to Egyptian forces that-are more

capable than they had envisaged.

6. Although .the: mllltary situation is-still far
from settled, soms Israeli newspapers are calling for

_the destruction of. Syrian and Egyptian military capa-

bility to- prevent future Araly .attacks. A columnist
with Haaretz, an authorative Tel Aviv daily, however,
points out the dilemma for Israel if it should carry
out such a policy. The columnist dxgues that a re=~

"sounding defeat would make it almost impossible for

Arab governménts to entex into negqtiapions‘with
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- againgt Syrian arymorcd forces in the Heidghts.|
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Israel. le said that a militaxy vxctorj could serve
as a political instrument if military aims were ac-
companicd by political aims. He notes, however, that
the Israali Government has made it .clear that it has
no political aims in this war and doncludes' that the

main firuit of the- struggle is also llkely to be.a
military victory. . :

SYRIAN EPONTi - ' :

7. As the fxghtlng entelod its £i£Lh day the
situation on the Golan Heights remains stable after
a guiet n*ghL. Therd are confllctlng reports from
both Syria and Israel concerning the positions they

hold, with both sides claiming to hold the cease-klre-';

line. Syrian forces still rotain possession of

.Qunayttrah ucepite Isracli attempts to retako it.

8. [Radio Jerusalem reports that early this
morning the IAF began: conducting heavy air strikes

-

seams-to be limited to mlnor skirmlshcs.

_[On the ground, fighting this morn;ng

10. The Syrians have published a list of those
'Lnjuled in yestﬂrday s attack on the Soviet cultural
mission in Damascus. No Russian names figure in the
list, ana Syrlan officials refuse to confirm or deny

that 30 Soviets were killed in'the raid. The wreckage

of the bullding has not been completely cleared, how-

- ever, and further bodies may be discovered. According

to pregs reports, the Syrian director of the mission

was baaly xnjured and a number of byrxan students were
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woundad. Othor ‘press cableg from Damascus report that '
the oil refineries at lims were severely damaged by
Israeli. air strikes and that three Israeli alrcraft
were lost in.the attack.
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JORDAN .. . , '

13,

The Germéﬁ-and French ﬁissions in_Amman hav:
told a US Erbassy officer that they see no indication

of an imminent Jordanian entry into the war, but they
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confirm that pressures are mounting. The Germans

R

believe axm twisting from Sadat and Asad could .turn
the tide. The French see increasing agitation from -

Palestiniang in Jordan as the key factor.

SAUDI ARABIA «

14. Accoiding to a sensitive State Departmant

-
o
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- - . - -

cable from Amman, .Saudi Arabia has advised Jordan that

it intends to send a brigade
Jordanian territowy., Jordan
- Saudi delegation in Amman is
officials the possibility of
port, inclucéing fuel for its
ments that should the Saudis

of troops to Syria through
intends to comply and a
dlscussing with Jordanian
Jordanian. logistical sup-
troops. The anbassy com~
enter the war, the Jordanisxis

could f£ind it difficult to; stay .out.
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- Isxrael with arms.
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20. In Abu Dhabi the American Embassy reports it
w?s warned in an Arabic language. telephone call that
gte chagcery would be bombed. Local employees were sent
ome anu.polyce‘prptegtion was expected momentarily.

LATE ITEM

21. . saudil officials are incroasihgly concerned

" that they may soon have to take a strong anti~American

stand in order to survive iti

; ) Cv L politically. The Saudisg feel
ghey haze no other.direction to go and also believe the
egime 1is vulneralsle as will be the US 1f it resupplies
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