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THE MILITARY SITUATION . s . C o
GENERAL

1. Aafter a relatively gquiet night, the Israeli

- akr force returned to the skys over hoth fronts at dawn
on the sixth day of a war that is demonstrably not a
six day war. The Israalis report a commando raid be-
hind Egyptian lines at Port Suez in which Egyptlan
supply lines were attacked. At dawn the Israeli airx
-force was reportedly- attac?mnq Syrian armored units

in the Golan Heights and an air hattle was raging along
the northern Israelil'border. Israeli naval units raided
Syrian ports during the night and on lnto thls morning
with conflicting reports of damago, :

2. AcLlVlLy was relatively guiet last night, but
has resumed in the early hours of this morning.
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, According to

an Associated Press rclease, IAF units resumed action

at dawn over the Golan Heights and are attacking Syrian
armored units. Overnlght reports from UN observers con-
firmed =arliesx reports that Israell forces now hold
Ounavtlran, but have not yot drxvgn syrian forces back
across the c,c,d'.c:—fn,re l.l.ne.
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fAn IDF spokesman

stated that patroleum "installations at Tartus, Latakia,

and'Banlyas had been struck during the evening and

claimed the sinking of two Syrlan missile boats. The
spokesman claimed that no Israeli losses were sustained,
dlbgutlng 4 Syrian nilitary spokesman who stated that

Syrian naval shipsz and coaotal artillery had destroyed

eight Israeli warships with no Syrian losses. The ¢
Syrian claimed also tndt a Greekx frelghtel was sunk.

4. ' | ' 25X1

__[the Jordanlans have

rgpgryedly moved at least two brigades of the 5th Armored
Division into reinforcing positions behind infantry

-troops south and west of Amman. Althougu much of the

division's equipment is at least ten years old, it is
estimated to be an effective fightiny force, e:perlally
1f artlllory and/or air support were to be made available

EGYPRLIAN FRONT._ Lo - '

-

5.. The ;sraeli air force rensWﬂd its at tacks on
Egyp?ian positions on the East hank of the canal this
moxrning, resuming the operations they have conducted
for the last three days. Last night, the Israélis re-
portedly reached the banks of the canal in the northern
sector; linking up with an outpost that had been isolated
since the first days of the war. Early this morning
Israeli compandog reportedly raided Egyptian supply
lines west of Suez in the southern part of the canal.

The m;lltaxv 2ffect of these raids probably was not LT
significant and thelr primary effect may have been to
raise the morale on the homwe front and to have some suc-

- cesses to show for flVe days of indecisive operatlons.

. 6. The I@ranllb seem. content ror the prnanqt to
maintain contact with the Egyptian forces already across
the canal wanouL becomlng involved in major ground action.
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This characterized yesterday's operations along the
front with the Israelis pushing out to meet Egyptian
forces, withdrawing when pressed by superior Egyptian
forces. The Israelis apparently are trying to contain
the Egyptian forces.without becoming heavily involved.

7. The Egyptian army pushed down the coast along
the Gulf of Suez yesterday, but apparently was repulsed. 25x1

ISRAELI STRATEGY

10. - The US Defense Attache in Tel Aviv observes
that there appears to be a difference in the nature of
Israeli air force targets within Egypt and Syria. 1In
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Egypt the Israclis are attacking military alr fields,
radar sites, guns. mortars and bunkers, while in Syria

the targets are airfields, a major headquarters, pawer
gtations and refineries. He believes that the tactical
nature of the targets in Egypt may portend some future
tactical move. In Syria, the bombing of the more :
atrategic targcts may be intended to bring Syria to .
her knees, although the attache doubts that bombing '

on the present scale is doing nmuch more than angering
the Syrians, .

ISRAELI MOOD

1l. Although public confidence in eventual
victory remains high, there is some concern over the
continued call-up of reservists. The populace is, how-

. ever, apprehensive about the official silence on mat-
terg such as casualty counts and rumors are afloat in
Tel Aviv about large numbers of wounded, leading Israelis
to suspect that their casualty rates might be startling.
There is public pressure for the Israelis to cross the
Suez Canal and to surgically neutralize a wide strip
of territory on the west bank. '

L4

EGYPTIAN MOOD =

12, Tne US Interests Section in Cairo reports that
there has been a dramatic rise in Egyptian self confidance
during the past several days. US Interests Section con-
tacts have gaid that, whatever the final ocutcome of the
fighting, the Egyptians "have kicked the Israeclis in the
teeth.® By crossing the canal, seizing the Bar-Lev Line,
and planting the Egyptian flag on occupied Egyptian ter-
ritory, the Egyptians have proven themselves and have at
least temporarily discarded the sense of inadequency which
characterizad their self perception vis-a-vis the Israellis.

" This changa in mood may be short lived, but the Interest
Saction notes that the Egyptians may now believe they are
more able to bargain effectively over settlement terms
directly with the Israelis. ‘
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ARAB PRESS REACTION

l{. A;ticles and commentaries in several Arab
newspapers indicate great intexest in the US reaction
to the fighting, and in particular to the possiblc
replacement of Israeli equipment losses by Washington.
Horoccan papers ran strongly anti-American commnentaries
hinting that replacement aircraft may already be flying
to Israel. They also cited Washington's call for a -
cease-fire and return to the previous cease-fire line
as evidence of growing US hostility toward the Arabs. -«
Saudi papers also speculated over how quickly the US
will make up Tel Aviv's losses: The papers highlight
the heavy Israeli losses and point to the evidence of 25X1
Arab unity and mutual support.: - ‘
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17. In Ghana, a governmcnt owned newspaper
has editoriglly approved Zairc's break with Tel Aviv
on 5 October, raising the possibility that Ghana may
be next; Dahomey and Rwanda followed Zaire and

severed diplomatic relations with Israel after the
outbreak of hostilities,
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