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‘CENTRAL . INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
- 13 October 1973 '

INYELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

MIDDLE EAST

DIA Review ,ﬁ' T' o : y o :
\Completed. | g :E“,géﬂtuai;j,on Report Number 32 °

(As of (1630, EDT)

THE_MILITARY 'SITULTION

GENERAL |

1. The &sraoliq'nlai -~ i i i
T T Israelis o m to be widening their
.{ié‘le_ent in the Syrian front after beating back an
tlie;{é"-f:ogzztgzgxtta,ck. during the night., In the Sinai,
o il_zp lans: say they have made significant progress
- a :}Luqt.sputh along the'Gulf of Suez.

- THE "SYRIAN TFRONT

20 el Aviv'stated-today'that its forces were

g;ziggaggr}?’ldand south of.t;geir maj»OJ.' thirust into

L s ana ad, widened their: advance to a front of

conéeﬁtretglsf The Israeli' forces apparently are
Canhee érg-xng;On enlarging and securing their flanks.
tae ”dﬁjAtno gndiqatlons.of551gnificant-progress

pwards Damascus, ‘although earlier preéess reports

¢laimed that they had advanced to within 16 miles

gf ﬁhg Syrian: capital. The Israelis also ‘claimed - -

to have smashed an Iragi counterattack begun during

the night, destroyin thi in
procaid ’ 5 ying anp;hgr 60 tanks in the

e ' 3. The‘horoccwn forceé 6 1. '
N : e n the Syrian front
rePort’&dlY: have been withdrawn for a rest on 12
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_October, These forces‘haQé } .
21 B > heen involvesd

. 4. -There are some indications th i
-ﬁequestcd. additional armor from Irac, Zﬁds{;i;% '}t;;fay
.S:Xzigio?osed that the equipment transit Turkey to
“half“thgg azd ef@ort. The Syrians have lost almost 25x1
e ir tank ilnventoxy -of nearly 1500 tanks, and

‘the -requgst for more ammoxr is not surprising.

R |

LHE BGYPTIAN FRONT

\ 7. 5;'.t'luezintens'ity- of 'fightin along th
gggpgfanjffqpt increaseqd slightlygduring'th: day.
cg;g{_;{p%lnr_x&?’clauw to have pushed along the

i i-:S'ocJéggdfdnd captured Ras $idr on the morning
of 13 Deto er. They also allege to have crushed
entonies t}cqgni_:e{:c}tgack yesterday in the central
.Prisohers t;;’a-eiz,?ceuo-;zogﬁi, :destroying e tha tot
g'umbcxj,oﬁj; I-si:aeli'spcaptezurgdhzgetlgg?ugnt the cotal

on thée'.eagtex;;’mraelis now say that Egyptian forces

- bp signitica 'znk of the Suez Canal have been built

L up elgr £icantly. -They claim the Egyptian have
nine ivisions and over 1,000 tanks in the Sinai.
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8, Sinpe tha outbroak of tio WHT, Israesl has

- eanduntsd repeated alr strikes on Port fald, aanw

tinuing up to the present. Information received
from the Isyacli Defense Attache in Washington
today indicates that the attention devoted to the

. area results: from Israeli fears that Soviet SCUD

surface-to-s urfacc:mlssxlg imight be deployed there
against Israel. The Israelis believe that the
Soviets might attempt to introduce §CUDs into Egypt,
and two other potential sites in- the country are

 \ander close survclllance.

10, The IdeLll Attache also Qta+ed that

‘Israeli allcrdit lossces were the: result of airx

dpfensc nmissiles egpecwally tha §A-6, and that the
Sagger anti-tank mlSSlle ‘had been particulariy

reffective against them in terms of armor losses.

He Fddud that the Syrians wmay have a new air defense
weapon-capable of ' firing SA-7 missiles in salvos of

SGVIETiMILié‘w

D 3 There hmve been no qlgnLL1cant changes in
Soviet naval deployments in -the Mediterrancan, or

in the statug of Sovxet forces 1ﬁ the USSR since
our -last bLtLep. -
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EGYPT ~ Onc Week After . =

o b e L Lo ,
- 4. The US Interests Séction in Cairo reports
that the mood in the Egyptlan 'capital is one of in-
creasing confidence and that President Sadat's

- positilon has been strongly reinforeced. Egyptian

steadfastricss on the east bank of the Suzz Canal

. into the .eighth day of the war has removed the
.gtigma of the defeat in the six-day war.of 1967.

In-addition, 'the Bgyptian population has not suf-

¢ fered measurably from the present fighting. Anti-

clpated Israeli deep-penetration. raids have not

;occurred on g scale to terrorize the population,

and what disruption has resulted from Israeli air-
attacks has been quickly repaired. The blackout

.in Cairo, never total, ‘has bmen reduced to about

50-60 percent. Shortages of certain consumer

- commodities in the first days of the war, result- -

ing from -restrictions on the sale of gasoline and
other goods, -for: the most part no longer exist. =
Foodstuffs have been resupplied to cooperative and

-other stores and, except for sugar, are available

at controlled prices or on the black market at
higher prices.. The rationing of gasoline appears

. ko have done little to cut down on Cairo ‘traffic..

Narmal congestion has been reduced only slightly
by the absence of transport vehicles commandeered

by the military.:
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15. Probably the mogt aign;fmcant result of
the Egyptian milltary position and the mood of
confidence is the’increascd stahding this has-given
President Sadat ih the eyas of most Egyptians,
including intcllectuals and former laeftist .opponents.
Sadat has delivered a war which. he has long promised,
thereby lending CLedlbllltY to his own position, and
he has henefited from the intense feeling of relief
felt thr ougaout Egypt at the fact that this war has
resulted in some successes rather than immediate
defeat. There is: also a widespread feeling of
.gratxflcation among Egyptlans, for which Sadat is
also glen credit, that the Egyptlians are being told
the truth on the situation and are not being promised,

as so often ln thn past, VLCtOrLCc whxch cannot be
realized. -
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ISRAEL .

17, Iurdelm Prlme Minister Golda Meir, spaak—
ing at a press conference today, declared that
Israel had not started the war, but would now wage
it until "victory." Mrs, Meir criticized the Soviet
Union for having supplied the Arabs with "all theé
Carms. they can. absorb." The Israeli prime minister
expressed awblvalence regarding Israel's decision
\ . ) . L
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nelk tf -Iaungh ‘a pra~emptivae shrike. B 13 '

Jpre-amptive strike wou?d have pigvontigmaaﬁtghgr of

Israely casualties, but would also have stimulated
international criticism against Israecl. She

emphasized that the war had not changed the Arab-

Israel stand_off,farguing that, alter the fighting 5X1
endeﬁ, negotistions would still be the only way to 2
break the diplomatic deadlock, °

JORDAN. .

In
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20. The US Embassy Amman reports that the
Jordanian public is not happy to see Jordanian
forces cnter the war, but is ready to accept what
appears to be inevitable. o '

SAUDI ARABIA
. 21, Prince Saud, the Kingfs son and Deputy
Minilster of Petroleum,. reiterateéd today that the
U5 'should take seriously Saudi concern about xisihg
war tensions. ‘'He said that the Saudis are waiting
fpr;g.respOnse.to.King Faysal's letters to Secretary
Kissinger and the President that urged the US to
Press Israel to aceept a "just" solution. He added
that no Arab state would ever make peace on Israel's
terms nor could any Arab state accept-a return to
tl:lscg?".in.tolerable"‘ gituation that has existed since
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BATTLE LOSSES

[

Es:timated;‘:c,osses as of ‘iGOO, 13 October

1
'

| . im@m{ © . ARAB
:Peﬁgoﬁnei {-~§. - '-2,900-3;400 | '13.de;16,ooo

_Ai;oraf£ ,3']@ : :] 165Aiib - | 240-260
Tanks S N 670;7éo " 1,000~1,100

- Ships: 1 . 4 (posdible) - . 20-25 26%1
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