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T1E MILITAR.y SITUATION

1. There was no significant ground force activity
on either fronit during the night, but Israeli aircraft
were active over Syria and southern' Lebanon. On the
Egypt:i.an front, Israeli naval forces reportedly con-
duc tcd a night raid on an Ergyptian port in the south-
ern Gulf of suez, an-d Israeli and Egyptian aircraft re-turned to action over Egypt adthe Sinai tis mrning.

EGYPTIA.7N FRONT 25X1

- Artillery firc was reported by Egyptian ob-
servers at several locations in the northern Suez Canal
area during the night,. but no further details are avail-
able.-
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4. According to an Israeli radio report, Israeli
naval vescls stagged a raid. during the night on the
Egyptian Mort of :Ras Gharib in the southern Gulf of
Suez and burncd Egyptian veisls and amunition sup-
plies . The Israeli report claimed that the base was a
staging area for. Ejyptiai commandos. The raid reflects
Israeli sensitivity Lo threats of 'g.y.ptian landings in
the southern Ginaei peninsula.

5. According to recently available information,
Egyptian nraval units in the Mediterranean, assisted by
four helicopoIcrs, yesterday afternoon expend6d ordnance
on what .may have: bon a submarine. 'Neither the identity

- of the target nor :sults off the attack were. reported.

'SYRIAN FRONT

- 6. There was .no reported grund force activity
during the night. In the air the Israclis conducLed
exte nsivc operations throughout the night, and have
attacked Damascus this mrtorning. Israeli aircraft have
penetrated Lebanon as far north -as Be(irut and cast to
i Boalbek. A report of Israeli and unidentified aircraft
ranging over northorn Lebanon and the Mediterranean. sea
Suggests that an air battle may be in progress.

7.' Radio Damadcus reports that in addition to
bombing Dauascus, 'Israeli aircraft have attacked the
ports of Ta.rtus and Latakia. The Syrians also report
that rround- fighting has broken out in tho northern
sector of the front. Israel claims to have repualsed
:a small Syrian-Iraqi counterattack in the vicinity of
Sasa.

c3. Yestorday evening the Iraqi 3rd armored divi-
sion made two unsuccessful attemipts to dislodge the
Israelis from ositions in the hills nine miles frol
Qunav tirah 25X1
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10. The ovrnt of Israol, through the US
Ambassdor in Amlman, has warned the J.ordanians against
moving their brigade inl Syria closer to Israeli troops .
The Israelis believe that the Jordanian brigade is less
than ten miles from Israeli forces., There have been
no claslhos bct reen Israeli and Jordanian forces since
the beg inning .of the Jordanian intervention' in the war.

11. A USDAO cable from Tel Aviv reports that
the Israelis plan to move slowly and cautiously in
Syria, .usinq action on the Syrian front as bait to force
the Egyptians to comuni.t .themselves in the Sinai,, The
Israe.is believe- that the Syrians may withdraw to their
second defensive line south of. Damascus.

STATUS OF SOVIET FOrCES
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13- Soviet naval forces in tha Mediterranean gen-
erally maintained their previous positions. Four Soviet
naval ships enterl the Mediterranean yesterday--one
oiloy, one intelligence collection ship, and. two LSTs.
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17. The Egyptian army attache in Islamabad told
his Us counterpart yesterday that Egypt's only objective
in the current war is to regain toritory lost in 1967.,
-Eypt has no. design .on Israeli territory, according to
the attache. Wiithin six months of a peace settenenl,-
E3gyptian labor and American engineers could reopen the
Suez .Canal. The canal would then be open to all world
Commerce regardless of political considerations . Tho
attach.e said that Egypt was still interested in US par-
ticipation in the SUMED pipeline project.

ISRAEL: THE COST OF WAR

'18. Israel today announced its casualty figures
for the first eight dais of fighting, reporting 656
soldiers killerd--compared to 777 killed during the
1967 Six-Day War---and 2,000 wounded. Among those
killed in action iWas Major General Avram Mendler, dep-
u4ty c omTmTndc~r .of Lle 'Sinai Ar1-,orc 25X1
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24. Tho situation for American residents in
Kuwit appears to be taking a turn :for the worse .
An Anmerican busine ssrman living in Kuwait was told by
h1agh-level KuWjati friends that. if the US limits its
resupply efforts to-Israel to ammuunition, l.ittle negatiVe
react.on woiuld be forthcoming. If the. US should resupply
aircraft or tan'iks; however, his friend. advised that
he should lve Iuwait at once, The businessman was
further informed that Iuwvait~i retaliation could include
nationalizoation of oil inter6sts, cut-off of oil sup-
plies, and permanent damage to US husiness interests in

. AUDI ARAIA

25. The US Embassy in Jidda believes Saudi Arabia
soon may announce retaliatory action for US resupply
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efforts to Israel. The Embassy believes that the most
likely move will be against US oil interests, perhaps
the impositifon of a cutback or a ln nrd
tion. 25xi
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