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CENTPAL IN1')LLIGENCE AGENCY
.1:8 October 1973

INTELLI1GENCE IE-- rNDUW-

- MtIDDL1 EAST

(Situation Report Numbor 52-
(As cif 1630 EDT)

TI 1HE MIITA;- RY SIUTOL

GENERAL -.

1, A ,s enJ.or Defenso Ministry spok'esman claims that
T Ol Aviv by ml-id6a 1"ternoon today had placed 150 tanks on

the wa:;t bankl' of the cainal niear Groat atter Lae. Tne 25X1
'SPOkesman stated that :the Xsr acli. ri-jeh:ad on the west
bank was abut i gC ].ht. nilcr wide to the northl and abOut '

Tour milt wid eto thr south.

2. The Is,.aoJ.i fficial said. that four Egyptian
brigadesl "werze. at t lemptng . to enve lope the- bridgehead and
indicatecd that Trl Aviv had plans for r'apid withdrawal

- of the force should thi's become neccossary. Large-cale-
tank battlos also continue-d to rage in the ventral,
sector of th Sina~i front this afternoon, but details
on, thoe battles are lacking. Tol Aviv claims to have

25X1. destry--d 110 Egyyptiank tanks tocay ari .to have slot co111
20 Eypt.a aircrat. i cl Aviv acknowiledgen losing six
ircraf t to S~in this rning .

25X1

- -" ;NAVY review(s) completed. -

State Department review completed .
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3. The Syriam front appears to have been the
quiete;t Todlay sinc the .war began. There was little
activity either on the ground or in the air. A. high--
level Israeli military officer reports that Damascus
is using the lull to re-equip two 'of its armtored
divisions with new tanks d livered by the Soviets to
the' Syrian ports o:; Latakia and Tartus.

THE EGYPTIAN FR01T

4. Cairo and Tel Avi.v coltnue to report extremely25X1 hav a ivhting in the Sinai,, but neither. is provia. g
lany detais. IsAr.ca. lajn;ns to have desroye 110 as
and 20 aircraft today, j

5. An Isreli military spokesman has reported that
the Israeli task force on -the wet bank was- subst 4iETITy
reinforced durngj th niht. Ile claimed: that as of mlid~

25X1 afternoon today Israc ,had about 150 tanks as well as
artillery on the wrc.t barik and tat tKet7 1k force had
overrun Egqyp-tian aistillery units and captured some
bridging eqcuipment.

Accord.ng to the Israeli,, the3 Egyptians are assembling a
force o: four brijades froin the west bank and the Cairo

- area to attack the Israeli. force. Cairo- also is report-
edly planning to launch a iare air a dii~6othe"f6rc
and the. ponton bridLged by the I l across the
canal. The Israe- li spokesran said the Egcyptians have

25X1 severed some of their own bridges to prcvent thi.r use
by Israeli forces.

2 -* 2
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-7. TGl Aviv has not characterized the canal cross-
ng as the beeinning of a: major offensive, but has been

quick to exp1loit the success of the small. initial force.
. Tnt likely to sacrifice the task

xorce to heavi Egyptian attack ancd may itlidraw . llh
Subseuently laurch another such assaulT -.e eszpi.n
the canal-

25X1

9. Egypt is drd ftinag additional manpower , accord-
ing to an Iraqi n'WE service. The se vicC auotes an
an11nouncment p ublishcd- in Cairo today callinq all 19-
yCar-o1ds to military !vce. The noria1 cncrip1.ion
age is 20. Thu move is apparently a contingency for
prolongeCd warfare; the con sripts are epoirtedly not
schedulea. to be through vith Icedcical test. until the
and. of the month.

25X1
THE4 SI'JxAN FRON T

II
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12. Tel Aviv remains conc'rned over the Soviet

resuppl offort . An Israeli miitary Spokcsman statea

hat two Sr.ia n divis ion--the st' and :3ir armorea a .71.-

ion--are e-:r with now -eqi pment .. rom it USSR.
!l stated .tht ne t tankm are being unlioaded dalsy at
Tartus and Latakia nnd then transported to Damascus for
assembly.

. SOVIET FLIT. ACTIVITY -

25X1

25X1
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SOVIET NAVALb AC TIVITY IIN TH MED ITRRANIAN

17. No 'Sovict c;rgo ships have gone through the
.Doeporus southbound today, and no additional cargo ships
are expected to eriter Syrian or Egyptian por ts within
-the next 12-hours. Two Soviet cargo ships are still in
Latakia and seven--includirig-a tanker--pre in Alexandria.

18. The :ositions .6f Soviet coAbatants remain
essentially unchangcd. Two mecdiun landing ships that
hve been cast of Cyprus have apparently left to return
.to the Black Sea. An L3T and the three maediuum landing
ships that wpent tLhrough the Bosporus yesterday are north-
east of Crete, probab].y .heading .for the northeast Cyprus
area. Two additio. na. LiS 1's c-rc due to 'eave the eastern
Mdditerranean within the next couple of days.

19. Three Soviet. ships continue to trail .the USS
Independence sotilh of Crete.

SOVIET POLI'SiCAL ACTIVITY

25X1
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22. A broadcast today on Moscow's "unofficial"
Radio Peace and Progress took a distinctly dovish tone
regarding thf war In the context of praise for Sadat 's
proposals Wednesday regarding a -peace settlemen.t, it
lamented tho quartor century of Arab-Israeli conflict
that has "deplJeted tho resources of, both countrie 3." The
broadcast went on to note that history has derconstrated
that armed conrlict is unable to erradi.cate the sources
of the Arab--Israeli conl.ct. Although Soviet cnnertar-
ies throughout' th, conflict have restated Moscow's inter-
Stain a settlemrnt of the war, thoy geerall.y have not-
stressed so. shaply thie, utility of hostilitics.

SAUDI ArRA3IA1 OIL P1ROD1JCT1ON CUT (SENSITIVE) .

23. Accordiri to a hig.h-ranking' Saudi official, 25X1Saudi Arxai will reduce its production by 1 poreont
- this month: ra ther than at the 1 ve-ercent rmniuIM rate

25X1 The Arab producing states hav promised to
aintain oil. dliveries to "friendl" countries that

give Arabs "effcctive mater.ial help," but. no u "
.Kndustrial dountry presently falls into this category. _

25X1
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EN. -I a:1l thIv hnS~l vrodur-:.q eat ld for R. 1-ML=90#-
- CenL iontIy reduction and applicd it uniforml.y to all

exporta,.., the impact on the United States, Western Europe,
j Canada, and Japan would be as shown in- the tabulation.

:Monthly Import )?ercent of Consump .
Decline (b/d) ion in the Firs t ont h

United States 160,000 1.0

- Westrn fl rurorc I 1,1.30,000 7.2

Japan 230,000 4.2
25X1 -

Canada 15,000 0.8-

FDAYEFN -LEBnANONv .

27. The Isr-aeli border with Lebanon is becoming
More activci. The Is ralis clain that guerr1lla hat-ana- .

. run actions are on the2. increase, and the ..Lebanose have
complained .about mortar and artil~lory rounds from Isrzael
fal.ling on Letbanuse territory. This Lebanese complaint
has been con firied by a UN observation post.

25X1

7 -- -
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29, Thle Ar1:ab'); who seized the Banl of A mer ica in,
Boirut convine to hold up to 40 people as hostages whic

negotiations conti nue with bank officials and Lebanese

ofpicials. The bour are; demanding the' release of Pales-
tinian guerrillas frm Lebanese jails,' tho payment if a

$4 million ransom, utad an airliner to ;:ly them to Algeria.
The aittackers, -o say they are members of the Socialist
-Revolutionary M tovemenu t, .%vsay the Y. rasomA money is5 des tinled.
to hielp the. Arab wiar .efot. bank of America headquarters

has given- pe~r; ission to its Boirut maniager: to negotiate

a ransom~ ipayme;nt, but hias refused -anot-her request from
'the raidei-s for f'oreigners to ho senit in from outside to

use as hostags. Most of the hostages. being held are
believed' to be Lebanese, but the US Embassy has .learned]

- that ono: is a US citizen.

25X1
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KUWAIT -JORDAII -

32. Ku Aiti Finance Minister Atiqi has reported that
' Kuwait is about to rol.eae to Jordan approximately $42

million of. the frozCn Kuwiti subsidy. Kuwait in riot,
tiqi said, contempl.tincg retroactive payments for any

perioi before I April 1973.

25X1

JAPAN '

34. Looking forvard to the possibility of an

emergency UN Generttl Assembly session necessitated by
Stalemato in the Security Council, 'some Japanese Foreign
Ministry of ticials believe Japan should make. a statement
in support of the. Arab cjuse. The US E mbassy in Tokyo
conunents that the rest of the government also woula be
likely to -feel that a secur suply of :petrolcumi should
be the primary concern of any Japanese vote in the UN.

25X1

; - -
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