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bank of the canal attacked in three directions this

: ‘morning according to the Israelis. A senior

Isracli spolkesmon saild the fighting may develop

into the decisive battle of the war. One Israeli

column is moving north toward Ismailia, a second

column has moved to the scuthwest edge of the Great

| ‘ Bitter Lake, and the third column i3 attacking southe

_ - west toward the Cairo-Suez highway and railroad e
junctions in order to cut off Dyy p.,mn gupplies to
the canal front. The Israeli force, which now con-
sists of over 200 tanks as well as mechannzpd in-

.fantry and paratroopex unlts, has blunted all
Egyptian attacks,

. 2. The principal mission of the force, accord-—
ing to the Igracli military, is to destroy Egyptian ' T
forces and San bcute.lc . Three to four SAM sites
had heen hit by ecarly afternoon. The Egyphtlan res-
. ponse thus far has been poorly coordinated and
. generally ineffective., EIEgyptian airstrikes have
o551 focused on {po bridgehead rather than the attacking

i)
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3, Fighting also continued to be heavy in the
central sector of the east bank but few detalls are
- avallable. Tel Aviv claimed over 70 Egyptian tanks
“and 25 .aircraft have been destroyed today. An
announcepent from Cairo described the fighting as
heavy and admitted that the Israeli force on the
west bank had not been "wiped out" and that enemy

reinforcements were continuing to cross the canal. -
. e . o

. 4. 'On the Syrian front, no significant gains

were registered by*eitheyx side, but Israeli forces

clain to have repulsed two attacks and . destroyed
30 enemy tanks today. '

-9

THE EGYPTIAW PRONT

' §., The Israeli force on the west bank of the
canal launched major attacks this morning in three
directions, according to an Israeli spokesman. "One
Israeli force consisting wmainly of infantry and
_paratroopars moved northwest fxom Deverxsoir toward
"Ismailia. A sccond force attacked southwest toward
the Cairo-Suez highway and railroad at a point some
35 miles from Cairo. This force is to block the
novenent of Egyptian supplies to the front. The

third forca struck scuth along the Great Bitter Lake .

and is now at the southwest edge of the lake. This
force captured Fayid and Kasfareet airfields. ‘

6. Egyptian counterattacks against the
Israelis. have not been effective and, according to
Tel Aviv, Cairo is not employing its air force to
best advantage. DLBgyptian air attacks are concen-
trated in the area of the canal crossing rather’
than against the advancing Israeli forces. The
‘Egyptian response on the ground appears to be:poorly
planned, and in fact Cairo may not yet comprehend

‘the magnisude or significance of the Israeli attack.

Only one armored brigade of reservists has been
detected moving against the Israelis. 7
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S 7.  Israeli military leaders say that the pur=-
pose of their force is to destroy enemy forces and
"clean out" SAM batteries. By carly afterncon,
three or four SAM sites had been destroyed and the
Israclis claim to have captured SAM equipment.

Egyptian fignters cngaged Che LSLaclis over e
battle area and attacked in the vicinity of the
bridgehead. ~ At least six Egyptian MIGs wexe downed.

9. Fighting continues on the east bank, but
few detalls are available. Cairo continues to des- -
cribe- the action as heavy and is making no claims
of advances or victories., Tel Aviv, in contrast,
is optimistic in its announcements of the fighting
on both banks of the canal, claiming that its forces.

. continue to destroy Egyptian forces and installations,

The semi-officlal newspapey Al-Ahram waxns its
Egyptian readers that the war may be long.

THE SYRIAN FRONT.

10.. Action on the Syrian front today consisted
principally of tank attacks by Syrian, ‘Jordanian, and
‘Iraqi forces in the central sector, . The f{ighting
extended into territory controlled by the Israelis,
but no major changes in the battle line have been
noted. The Isvaelis calim to have destroyed up to
30 Arab tanks and two aircraft in repulsing the
_attack. Press reports from Damascus characterize
today's ‘attack as a major offensive aimed at pushing
" the Israeliz off the Golan ldeights, Official Syxian
communigues simply said a major battle had bean

raging since early mornin -not report any
results of the battle., A reports the
fighting still underway late this evening.

lj—l

the Jordanian brigadec WaS TO MOVE HOL U COWay &
Al Hdarrah toward objectives in Israeli-occupied

3
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TErTItory. The Iraqls were & '
right flank.
tank engagaments in the area, but the Israelis

appear to remain in control of the Jordanian objec-
tives through the afternoon,

-

25X1

12. an Iraql infantry battalion was involved
in the attacks this morning, accordina to an TcquLL_j

military spokesman. ' X1
the Iraqgi forxrces do livwpramor Implement their i . 25XT:
attacks well. As a result, Iragi losses in previous - I
engagements includtd more than half of the tanks of
one brigade as well as an entire company of men.

13. Israeli air activity, although heavier than
yesterday, did not increase appreciably from the
moxning's level. The Israeli aircraft appear to be.
involved in both ground support and intercept
operations. :
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19. Syrla seems to be feeling some urgency
about pressing the US to agree to a satisfactory
. conclusion totﬁo war.
| : Syrian TOETELgn I
25X1 : ‘{;ﬁmmonod the Arab %mbafsacora on 17 Octobel to com=-  25X1
plain that Syria JS suffering from the bombing of
' e economic ins tall tions and needis ‘a more effective .
" application of the oil weapon., The oil ploductlon'
cutback agreed upon that cay is not sufficient,
Khaddam said; what is needed is a 50-percent cut-.
back, which he urged upon the Arab states as a

t
5. ‘
1
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measure that would be "very effactivae" as political
pragssuxae. Khaddam implied that he belfleved sych a

cutback would only be necessary for a month,

LI
.

20. An Eoyptian | has tora] |

EGY2T

Tthat Egypt does not object to  25X1
tne U Girlift to Israel so long as it does not exceed .~

"the Soviet airlift to the Arab states., Indeed, it

would prefer“that both resupply efforts-be maintained
because without them the war would end when existing

equipment supplies ran out; LEgypt regards a continua-
tion of the fighting as desirable because the Egypt-

ians believe that their greater human resources give

them an advantage in a war of attrition. Seviet aid

is needed and appreciated, but the
USSR is a "bhad friend" for Egypt. o

25X1

~2Y. Thg access to current thinking
in Cairo is 1 —and his exposition on the - 256X1

supply situation and the hature of wars: of attrition
may be somewhat oversimplified, but he probably is
reflecting fairly -accurately the attitude of the

-Bgyptian leadership. The relatively restrained treat=

ment of the US airlift in the Cairo media and Presie
dent Sadat's minimal references to it ih his speech
of 16 Qctober suggest that Cairo is not overly dis-

- turbed. Although clearly not happy that the US is

aiding Israel, the Egyptians may feel cbnfident
enovghi that they can nonetheless sustaih theix war
effort. They probably also believe that too much
heavy~handed criticism from Cairo would close off

any hope that the US will work for a peace acceptable
to them. ' : - -

22. As for the Soviets| |aid not

. elaborate on his view that they are bad friends, but _ 25X1
- it seems likely that the negative Egyptian attitude
‘bafore the war has not been significantly altered

by tha Soviet effort to resupply Egypt.

.
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“the fedayeen.
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PEDAYEEN E

23. * Agjare reporting clashes with
Israeli forces alonyg the northwest border with

'~ Lebanon, A fedayeen spokesman claims two artillery

duels on Friday afternoon resulted in the silencing
of the Israeli positions.] | reports
fedayeen ground uhits attacked an Israeli patrel and
an Israeli artillexry position. In the Golan Helghts

the fedayeen renortedlj attacked Israeldl supply
‘convoya, ,

24, The clashes were reported soon after a
spokesman for the PLO executive committee announced
that the committee, in a meeting chaired by Yasir
Arafat, had decided to escalate fighting on the Pal-’
estinian front "within hours." The spokesman gave no
details, but the fedayeen may have decided.to under-
take a more active role in an effort to divert
Israell attcntion from the main fronts.,

[ |as of 18 Oc
of the Paléstine Liberation Army was stationed in
‘Beirut for possible use during the next few days.

25,
has statew Tnavt tTne Palestinlians were not involved
in any way with the armed attack on the Bank of
America. This tends to confirm information received
by the US Embassy that the abtackers were members
of .a Lehanese extremist dgrow late i

nany Palesnluiu Ieowyeen- In Belrut pelicéve that the

- bank attaclk mav be followed by the first in a seéries

of anti~US Tedayeen operations. The fedayeen are
said to be taking Syrian Pregident Asad's announce-
ment of ‘the shooting down 6f a US observation.airx-
craft on or about 17 October as proof of direct US

. militery intervention.

earlier that Fatah and S3iga had jLormulated plan
to kidnap US dlplomdLS and husinessmen after Lhe

release of a Syrian or Egyptian communxque all@glng
direct UG lntervcntxon..
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26. \ | ‘J aiqa officials

in Beirut, nettled by Ehe Lebanese populations' indif-
ference toward the Middle East confllct, are planning

. Lo set off terror bombs in Belrut.

LIBYXA

27 Libya Loday raised the POath price of
crude oil to $8. 92 .a barrel, suspended exports to the

".US of crude oil and oil products, and cut back produc-

tion by five percertt, Libya has been exporting 1l
percent of its crude oil production to the US; with
only a five percent production cutback, Tripoli will
have a surplus six percent to offer to any bidder with
the proper financial and polltlcal quallflcatlons.

SUDAV

28. " | X
/Y\]Tlm [ay Qerlilueld LU oTnd winrs

T=h5 Tank regiment with crews to Syria. The Sudanese
have asked Saudi Arabia for permission to Send the .
tanks through Saudl territoxy.

KHARTOUM TERRORIST TRIAL

29. The Sudanese maqistrate presxdlnq over pro-
ceedinygs against the Palestinian terrorists yester-

day released two of the ten defendants on grounds of -

insufiicient evidence llnklng them to the murders in
the Saudi embassy. Acting.Foreign Minister Musa
reaffirmed to the embassy that the eight other Black
Septenber terrorists would he brought to trial. Pre-

trial proccedings are scheoultd to resume on 13-
November.'

30, Muaa explainnd that the two Palestlnlana
were released because they were not directly involved
the killing of the three diplomats.

Muza received a PLO repre-

sentative last week who is said to have conveyed a

8
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nessage from Arafat asking for the release of all of
the terrorists.to permit them to join in the Middle
East war,. musa reportedly refused, but the release
of the two accessories could represent a comproque
reached betwcen the Sudanese and the PLO.

’ 31.. Kuwait's release last week of the Palestinian
Lerxorlsts involved in the Paris operation, ostensibly
to allow them to go to the front, no doubt increased
pressuke on the sudanzse to make some similar.gesture
Wlth regard to the Khartoum terrorists.

by

ALGLRIA

32. The Algcrxan Army has requisitioned civilian
25X1 equivmant movers in the eastern part of the country,
. The Algerians who
Look over the movers indicated that they would be ,
used to transport tanks, The type of trailer requisi-
tioned can transport up to 65 tons, 'thus easily accom=-
modatznq a T=55 tank weighing 40 tons. One Algerian
battalion of T-55 tanks reportedly has already de-~
"parted for Egypt, and two other battalions apparently
-are scheduled to follow,

‘ moaocco_

. - 33. BAlthough Moroecans ‘continue to follow Middle
East events closely, nothing. rosembllng var fever
Seems -to be developing, and the cities are calm. King
Hassan seems to have decided to await the outcome of
diplomatic efforts now undervay before making any new
moves. The general tone of the publ:c media is sober,
and there has bheen a marked downturn in matcrlal pub-

. 1ishéd about’:the role.of Moroccan troopa in the fight=
Jing:.  Rumors continue to circulate in Rabat that the
troops suffered heavy casualties in the Golan fighting,
- The Jewish community is reported nervous, but there

have heen no reports of v;olence dlreCth against its
members., :
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ANNEX II =

Turkey's Position on the Middle Eastern Conflict

L, 8irce the outbreak of the war, the Turkish
Government's official position has been one of
neutrality. Turkey has trié¢d to avoid becoming a .
bridge either for Soviet aid to the Arabs or US aid
to Isracl., It has.been under Arab pressure to take
‘a more pro~Aralb stand, but so far it has- limxted
itself to largely tokcn actions, tt has:

-~ yelterated its stahdard call for settlement
. under Resolution 242, but stressed the need |
within that res oluLmon for evaouat;on ‘of Arab
' terrxtor;os seized by £orce,

-~ stated publicly that jOLnt defense installa-
tions in Turkey would .be used f£or NATO purposes
only; : '

~~ sent a formal note to Joxrdan assuring it
that MNATO bases in Turkey would not be used to.
tranaport weapons to Israol.

Soviet Overflighte d v ' - .
2. ]
~that no UWITOUTAOTY1ZEd [lights have taken place over
Turkey since the hostilities began. The government
has been‘dragging its heels in allowing the over-
flights the USSR has reguested, but has now apparently

granted poxmloQLOn for a llmlted number of fllghts
under the Montreuxz convention,

25X1 -

S

3, On 15 October Moscow notified Tumkey that
it intended to send up to 30 aircraft to Beirut,
Baghdad and Aleppo bcglnnxng 17 October, ostensibly
to carry "technical equipment." Ankara asked Lne

B-1
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HOViRES 8 IEronsider on the grounds that sueh £ilghts
would give risoe to speculation that the planes carried
more than technical equipment; thus violating Turkey's
policy ¢f neutralit -

tates

6. In the past year Turkey, primarily for
economic reasons, has established closer ties with
Arab states it has not been particularly friendly with -
in the past, especially Syria. Turkey is also heavily
dependent’ on Middle East oil. .Despite these factorsa,
it has since the hostilities, fended off a request
to allow Iraqi armor to transit Turkey on the.way to
the front and refused Syria pexmission for the cross-
ing of a train. Turkey has allowed shipment of some
Iraqi oil across southern Turkey, It has also given
parmission for some TU-228 and three helicopters to
overfly Turkey to Iraq. Turkey axgues that these air-
‘eraft had been ordered before the hostilities.
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