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THh MILITAR[ oITUATION

GENERAL v ?

{

1. .
that fighting: contjnued on poth sides. of the Suez Cana
and ¢laimed that Israeli forces were: expandlng Lhelr areéas
of operation.. The ﬁiaian front is: ribex '

quiet by Tel Aviv:

in Caireo, high Egyptran officials have given no indication
that Lhey believe -the-military situation is deteriorating.

No details on. the ground war on. elther front are available
from other bources. i

2, [  |extensive
, Israeli air activity over the canal front, but. only mod-
. erate activity over the Syrian battleflcld Israeli air.
" oBtrikes on Lhe canal front are concentrated in the cen=~
“tral scctor near Deversoir. A Syrian: clain that its air-

craft hombed an Isradli oil refinery near Haifa today has
‘not been confirmed.
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3.

fighting was continuing in the central sector on both sides
of thé Suez Canal and claimed that Israeli forces were ex-
<_panding their area of operatLona.' ‘Caire claims to have
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destroyed 15 Israell aircraft, 85 tanks, and 56 half—-
tracks today. No information from other so rail-~
able on. the . ground war, but
a largs number of IBrEEIl aircraft are cotninuing to strike
-,Egijlan ground targpt& in the contral sactor of the front.
Israell aircraft also are activo over the west bank in sup=. ..
port of the: Israeli forccs operating behind Egyptian lines.a'

o Egygflan officials yesterday gave no indication that
they thought the militarv situation was deteriorating.

that this could be interpreted

T tnat &@ither Cairo is delxbematuly tryzng to conveay
a calm image or that the Eyyptian military is not providing
the goveérnmént leadership with an ac e assessment of
‘the sitwation. ' the Egyptian -mili-
tary command told the Ministry of Interioxr that vyesterday's
action invalvaed énly 50 Israeli tanks, which had been.surs:
roynded by nightfall, This assessment grossly understates
the size of Israeli forcua operating an the. west bank. .

oYFIAN FRON’I‘ A

,; o 5.' Tel Aviv has. danied claims by Damascus LhaL Syrian.

aigcraft ‘bombed Israel's largest oll refinery near Haifa
today

press reports: from Israel indicate a _
the IsYAeIis shot down one of two Syrian MIGs ohserved over.
4 the Haifa area. A Syrian mllafary spokaesman stated that
. the raid on ‘the’ refinery was in retaliation for the Israeli
attacks : ‘on Syrian economic targets last week.

6. G:ound actxvity ofi the' Syrian. front is relatxvely
low ‘today after. the heavy fighting of yesterday. Israelis
and Syrians are exchanging artillery fire near Tell Aantar,

. but no major tank engagements ‘appear to be under way.
Israeli amr act1v1ty on the front 1lg also modexrate today.

7.. The Joxdanlan 40+h ;g@_brngﬁde.nnlled_hac to
Al Harrah tlhiis mornin -
_ thiza move was necessary because nelthex ~
the’ Iraql nor &I n troops were able to hold ground to . i
~protect the flanks of .the Jordanian unit, .The brigade is ' 5
now in dafensive posture awaitlng further orders. :
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'8, | — - ' the
Iragl 12th brigade may be withdrawn from the Syrian front
as a result of héavy losses suffered in yesterday's fight-
ing. ':"APPROVED FOR RELEASE - CIA INFOO DATE: 29—Aug—2012]

'DIFFICULTILS IN THE AIR DEFENSE SYSTEM IN BGYPT

. 9. ‘The Iraqi. Air:Force uhit in Egypt evidently
suffered heavy losses,/ some of which were attributed to
i ‘ ‘e fe = a first week of the war.

reaguested that the , .
Iraqi pilot contingent in Egypt--originally numbering about
20=~be returned to Baghdad on 14 October because the severe
lossas it had taken were causing a decline in morale.
I |
LTT_AreqUestéd.that thd Iraqil pilots stop flying because some
Oof their planes were being -hit'by Egyptian fire. If this ~
latter is true, the Iragi Hawker Huntcers probably had
Faulty. electronic equipment designed.to identify friendly
alrcraft -to Egyptlan air defense units. . :

‘10, ‘Egyptian alrcraft have Been encountering similar
problems, Egyptian air defense units have equipment de—~
signed to distinguish between friendly and enemy aircraft, .
but this system also depends oh equipment installed in
“the "aircrait.,  Inproper maintenance O this aQUipmgnF“byi
EBgyptian ‘ground crews resulted in incorrect indentification
of about half of the Arab planes £lying during a recent

two day -period, .-

SOVIET POLITICAL REACTION

_ 11, Press coverage on 19 and 20 Octobér focused more .
sharply: on tlie US resupply effort to Israel. Quoting US
press storles, today's Pravda cites the shipment of sophis-
ticated weapons, and ocarriss a Pentagon acknowledgment that
. US military personnel are in Tsrael to service the supply
. flights. " Izvestia draws on western press coverage of the

‘energy shortage to note that Arab willingness to use oil
as a weapon is causing 'strains in US relations with the

West-European countries and Japan. -

v cam e o

'

- Approved for Release: 2012/09/04 .

e —— T e

o 3 A e o

e s



= T ORI |
. Approved for Release: 2012/09/04

' [APPROVED FOR RELEASE - CIA INFOO DATE: 29-Aug- 20@
12. Soviet media continue’ to vrefrain from direct
rafarence to the USSKk'a resupply.cffort. “They havea,
however, r@ported 'US statements that its shipments are aimad
at preserving the military balangce in the area and quoted

western sources on' the effectivenes:, of. aovmt weapons in
the- wax. : |

14, Thus £ar, the press ha.'-. caxried only the TASS
announcement of Kosygin's visit £6 Cairo. 'Radio Moscow
carried the White House announcement of Secretary of State”
Kiss:.nger s trip to Moscow, but added ‘no comment.

-

'JORDAI‘\'{:'- REACTION TO US RE‘:UPPLY oF ISRAEL

17. Reqpntment ovar. t.he ' 1 OW=

10 within ioe Sootinieet yine JQ;uLQf_:\'_s_r_a.ej_iza_cu:t:nzl_T
. Offlc.ers reportedly are incensed that Israel is now

receiving equipment that the Jordanians had been told was
not. avaa.labla o;: too. expens:.ve for them. In particular,
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the Jordanians are disappointed at roports that[l_s_zégl_.éé7
receiving ‘'surface~to-air missiles f£rom the US. .

: the Jordanians intend to reguest surface«
to~alr missiles from the US once tho present fighting is
over.' If this rempuest ls denied, some officers tpxnk
Jordan ought #o seek the missiles elsewhere, possibly-from
~the Soviet Unions’ : ‘ :

. 18, | ‘ — the Jordanian officers
" believe that the U8 action has served to enhance the posi= "
tionof radiecal Arab states and of Egypt and Syria, which = .

have alreadv imnroved their image by their military accomplish-

nents. . ] | US policy
has alienated the moderate Aral states, particular saudi
_Axabia, ‘ : ' ., ’ )

1

'MIDDLE EAST FTORCES STATIONING AGREEMENT ENDED BY BAHRAIN

19, . Bahrain formally served notice on the US today .
of the termination of the MIDEASTFOR stationing agreement.

The Foreign Minister confirmed Bahrain's intention to honox
.the provision.regquiring one vear's notice from 20 QOctober
1973 and Streéseé that the move in no way ‘affects diplo-
matic or other ties to the US. He commanted, however, that

Bahrain would ‘prefer an earller departure of the US navy, if

feagible. . B ) ‘

.

20. The Foreign Minilster ‘stated that Bahrain's action

was prompted by President Nixon's submission to Congress

_of "the large,emergency security assistance bill." He o
added, moreover, .that the announcement of the Arab oll cut—- -
back: brought pregsure to bear on Bahrain, which has no

" significant oil leverage, ta iMpose‘some.other_sanccion‘
against.the US, - R T

. L - ) .
EdTtor"s note:  The first several lines of paragraph 17,
Situation Report Number 58 (as.of 0630 EDT, 20 October),
: should have read: | - the
"Arab foreign ministers with the exception of Ehose Irom.
Libya, Iraq, Yemén (AdeRn], Bahrain and Qatar met in New
Yark on 18 Octobar,..." ' '
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" ANNEX' IV .

':.ibya-!s' Position ain_ the Middle ‘East _c'onflict

' i
.

1, PLeSLdnnt QadhafL--Lhe Arab leader mnost closely
associated with a military solution to the Middle East
‘dispute--~has baen conspicuously unenthusiastic about the
current round of,hostilities. Although Libya has duti-
fully thrown its considerable financial and material sup=
port behind the Araly combatants, Qadhiafi has made it’ very
clear that he has serious reservations regarding the ultl~

mate ObjecthLa‘Of the Syrians and Egyptlanq and the wis-
-dom of the;r OrfenSLVe-

2 Cadhafi sees the war as .a rlshy nilitary venture
‘being waged solely for the politié¢al and territorial gains
of Cairo and Damascus rather. than for:the restoration of
Arab Palestine. Qadhafi has long suspecled that both '
Sadat and Asad would eventually forsake the Palestinians
in an effort to rcgain thelr own territory lost in the

1967 war, and now he is no doubt convinced that Sadat--who

made no mention of the Palestmnianq' territorial claims

dn-his “spesch earlier thisg wemk*-is prepared to accept the
boundaries of pru—1967 Israel. :

: 3. The strained relatlonshlp between Sadat and
-Qadhafi has also colored the Libyan leader's attitude
toward the wax. "There is considsrablé evidence that the.
Libyans were given at best.an “"eleventh hour" wsrhing ox
perhaps no advanced. notica 1"of the arab offensive.
\ Qadhafi -was infuriated
Py ni5 -exclusion Lrom the war plans of his confederation
partners and vowed that he would not commit Libyan troops

to what he predicted would be another humiliating Arab
"disaster on. the battleflcld.

ez APPIOVE fOr Release: 2012/09/04

F e

L TR T+t 2T

R A

g om0 S

e e

B i 3 i G 14 - i T Yo TN o SR A e




- fronts. Since the outbreak of hostilities, the Libyans
“have contributed:. .| R S .
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| 4. Despite-Qadhafi's personal feclings, the initial
successes ‘'of. the Azab armies liave on the one hand been a
pleasant surprise to the Libyans and on the other have
dictated that Qadhafii participate in ‘the Arab effort on
Egyyptian terms.: Sadat
has 'instructed Libya to serve as a financial and Togistics..

basae for the supply of arms  and material-neaded on both

. == "at leagt four and possibly more Mirage airc;aft
and pilots to supplement theé Mirage squadron t;ansfen;ed
to Egypt earlier this ycar.. - _ R

— IOVEr_$200=million to the Eyyptians and some $20 .
million to the Syrians. . , : : '

;——i.pqrtjaﬁd"&ir”fadilities:fof,the'reception of -
military equipment being sent to Egypt by the Soviet
Union, Easterp European countries, and others.

. —— pétxoieum products, fooéstuffs, and other con-
" sumer :itemsg to replenish shortages, paptmculanly in
Egyptes v : . o : o

— wmiitt&ryheqwtpm&ntw&ndyﬁedﬁeal~teamsrto-both‘
combatants. . ' -

5. ‘Liby‘a has' also advo'catcdradic’al measures for .
using @il as a weapon against Israel) and the US. Accord-
ing to. the préss, the follawing proposals were presented

by the Libyan represontative to the emergengy-sessign-of ' s
- the Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries

(OAPEC) held in Kuwait earlier this weuk:
~- tha 'withdrawal of Arab deposits from US banks. .

-~ the exchange of all Arab dollar holdings to other™
currencies, ‘ . . o ]
~= the cdmpléteJStdppage of oll shipments to the Us._ .
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Althuugh-thé prdpos&ls'were not accapted, the Libyans
aro likely to continue pressing for stronger measures
than the 5% per month production cutbacks adopted by
OAPEC.. : P AR T

6. DeSpite\seQeral‘rcccnt reports that Qadhafil has N

changed his mind ‘about sending ground. troops to the Egyptian

front, there is no evidence that he is prepared to do so.
Since the outhreak of hostilities, the libyans have become
lncreasingly fearful that the .US is preparing to move
againgt their country in retaliation for Libya's direct
challenges to US oil interests.  This fear, in and of
itself, is probably the primary reasoh for Qadhafi's reluc~

tance to deploy even token ground forces ocutside his country.

: .
" A=3 :
TOP-GEERET
. ) .‘ . -
e ' "__;Approved for Release: 2012/09/04

el At e T 30 KT S WL

B ————————————— ]



