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C6i'1TPAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
- 25 October 1973

INTELLIGENCX MEMORANDUM

MIDDLE EAST

ISituation Report Number 80
(As of 1630: EDT.)

TIlE MILI:TART SITUATION

Cr'i1JERAkL-

(Al. times cited in military paragraphs are Cairo/Te1
Aviv t.me, :unless otherwise specified.)

1. Most forces on both fronts appeared to be unde:25x1
orders to 6bserve the cease-fire this afternoon. Cairo
c.Lairns hoaver, that. Israeli tank, infantry and artillery

- units- are g ain attacking Suez City.
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DIA review(s) - State Dept. review completed
completed. -
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. 4. Th .UZ Security Couicil voted 14-0 to authorize
countri s other than the poranent UN members to make up
a, peace-keepine force for thq Middle East.

r EGYi?TIAN. 1 RONT

5. Most of thu Egyptian front appeared to be quiet
today, but Cairo claims Israeli ground and air forces

;coritinuu to! attack Suez City. Six of the seven UN observers
on the Egyptian side of tne beasc-fire line reported no
fighting as; of : 1800. Th seventh observer, slated for
the area of Suez City, has not been able to reach his post.
Israeli: air activity generally has been light and limited to
defensive patr6ls over Israeli.-control1ld territory. At
least 12 Is,rae.i helicopters: were seen at about 1800 f. ing
Suhrnlv n missin o salifre on the west bank.

25X1 25X1

7 An Israeli military spokesman announced publicly
today that in response to Cairo's request Israel would
supply bl.odd ilalsma to the Egyptian Third Army on the
east bank. (Sie para. 19, 1130 SitRep.)
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this afternoon, but the carriers Roonevelt and Kennedy
have been ordered. to the eastcrp Mediterranean. The throc
US ca.riers wr d.-their accompanying ships would give the
US about 25-30 fdhips in this area, and the Soviets could
be positioning themselves in anticipation of the arrival
of the US units. The Soviets may. intend these ships to
present a show-of-force 'to the israelis. They continue

- . to: Egyptian waters-which could, take no more than four or
five hours---the ships would be in a position to act as a

- deterrent to Israeli air and sea attacks along the Egyptian
coast.. 25X1

STATUS O SOVIET AND EAST EUROPEAN FORCES

* .-
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16. There are still incications from many bources.
that troop rot,.cerin. aru i.tdcnded to proceed as planned,
with reports of Soviet techntcal personnel already begin-
ning to arrive in East Germany. Observations by US attaches
in .seaveral Soviet and East European cities have turned 25X1
nothing out of the ordinary.'

19. Ilung ry: Unusually heavy security precautions
have been Iaren at military bases at Szolnok and Kunmadaras
A Hungarian airborne battalion is stationed at Szolnok,
These precautions could be related to an alert at those
banes or it could be in anticipation of arrivals of Soviet
troops at thes' bases.

20. A'n officiai statement from the Hungarian govern-
*ment tocay sai'd the Hungariai government placed full
responsibility for the cease-Fire breakdown on the Israeli
government . The staterent demanded that Israel stop its
"military aggre.ssion" immediately and withdraw to the 22
October cease-,fire lines.

21, Czechoslovakia: The police guard outside the US
embassy in Praue was increased considcrably today. Czech
officinis claim they are reacting to rumors of denonstra-
tions by Arab ;students, and scem determined that no untowaz
events take place.

* 5 -
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- 22. -Yucoslavia: Top -members of the Ygoslav leader-
ship n0t t t1aternoon in an :expanded session that included
federal, proviidial and army Io'adors. The Yugoslav news
agen'cy reports .that the conference, chaired by Tito,
reviewed the .Mid'dle fast situation and certain aspects of
the "rountry s. defense and security measures. " This 25X1
language irriplies an alert status for the Yugoslav military.

- .UNITED WATIONS -

24.. The non-alignod nations' Security Council resolu-
tion was approveo this afternoon 14-0 with China abstaining.
Agreement was assured when the USSR and the non-aligned
sponsors agreed to ~a' US amendmnrt excluding troops from
Lhe pernanent mnmbers of the Security Council from partici-
paLing in: the, proposol UN peacekeeping force. The Chineso
aTbassado'r- indicated he would 6ot cast a voto. Also accepted
was anolther. US amendment changing the word "withdraw" to
"return" in refezring to the movement of forces back to
the line of battle oxisting as of 1750 GMT on 22 October.

25. Acc rding to thc UN Truce Supervi-stion Organization
(UNTSO) heidquarters in Jorusalem thirteen observation teams
are scheduled, for deployment or both the Egyptian and
Israelj sides of the baLtle lirics on the. Suez front. Thus
far only two temri: have been c] earcd by the Israelis for
their side of: the; line--one at Adabiya and one aL another
point on the west bank salient. The new s.upervi-sion line. is
approximately, twice the lengLh :of the l..no before the current
outbreak of hostiJliLies . The US mission in Jerusalem terims:
the thirtoon observation teams -alloted for the Lask so
sma.l. as to be "more symbolic than real."
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26. On' the, .3yrian front UNTSO has proposed that two
observation posts formerly on the Syrian side be converted
into patrols ttng on the- Israuli. side of their sa3ient
and that four :posts continue at: their prosont locations.
It: is' not1knoh i' Tel Aviv has; agreed to these proposals.
Damascus has agre.ed to three UNZTSO patrols along their
side of the Israeli salient in °Le north and continuation
of two exi.sting observation posts. UNTSO plans. to propose
a second stage Of1 arrangements palling for reopening of
four evacuated ob.ervations points and creation of three
more :patrols.

NATO ;

27. NATO Secrstary-Genera1. Joseph Luns today warned
that 'alliance soidarity remains essential" in light of
the Soviet Union 's role-in the present Middle East war.
Soviet actions, h0 said, raise doubts about tho genuineness
of : theSoviet interest in detente. Luns..observed that theG
maybe "a certain; opportunisin in the light of events on
the battle field; and one could maintain that Soviet behavior
lends force to the argument that for the Soviet leadership
dotente is a tc.tic and no more," He recalled that the
Soviet in.vasion of Czechosovakia had followed a period
of im proving East West rolat.ions .

FGYPTTA1N7-US 1BNCOUNTER -

28. A US detroycr, the Charles F. Adams, encountered
what it bcicves to be the Egyptian destroyer Fatch at 25X13135 this morning !in the Red Sc4. Tho Adams reported that
tho Fateh initia'td no hostilo Action although its guns

s~y,3red t0 bo: man~ned:
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SYRIA DECRItSS US SiR-71 FLIGHT
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.. IRN

31. Tehran's public position has been one of token
S upport for the Arabs, largely'because the Iranian peopl-

- support their; fe.low Musulims. -The Shah and other members
of the .Iranian g.0vernment, howdver, are privately sympathetic
to IsraeJl. The Shah has sent mherical supplies to the Arab
side, arr'anged for the transfer of private Iranian cortri-
butions, and responded favorably to certain Arab diplonati 2 5X1requests, but, ho has also attempted to dampen public support
fQr the Arab cause by resLraining rei ious- leaders from
furthor incitin their followers .
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