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Speclal to The New York Times
SAIGON, South Vietnam,
April 14—Amcrican officials
believe that the Communists
secretly moved two truce
commission helicopters that
they shot dov/i last week, in
order to back their explana-

. tion of the incident.
The officials say that thesf

moving of the two helicopters
" the International Commis-

*sion of Control and Supervi-
sion would account for why
& commission investigative
team found tirce days ago
more than 25 miles from
where . those who survived
sav the aircraft crashed.

. According to the United
States officials, the Commu-
nists used a large, Soviet-
made MI-6 “hook” helicopter
to pick up the downed cop-
ters, one of them in a dozen

" charred fragments, the other

with builet holes in it but
relatively intact. The two air-
craft were downed last Sat-
.gurday.
- The location of the wreck-
age has become a ‘critical is-
sue because the Vietcong's
Provisional  Revolutionary
Government says that the
reason for the incident was
that that the commission’s
helicopter had deviated far
from their prearranged course
and strayed into a danger-
ous area,
~ The two  helicopters,
painted with the large white
Jetters “ICCS" and distinctive
green reflective stripes, were
flying to a commission post
at Lao Bao, on the Laotian
border in far north western
Quang Tri Province.
Stress Survivors' Accounts
, Nine men, including a Viet-
cong navigator and two
American pilots, were killed
. in the lead helicopter, ap-
parently hit by a heat-seck-
ing missile. The sccond craft,
with 10 men ahoard, was
struck by -ground fire, but
crash-landed safely.
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Communists Moved Crashed Coptérs/

The American officials who
charged that the machines
had been moved base their
belief on the account given
by the survivors and on cer-
tain intelligence data that
they have refused to disclose
because it is “too sensitive.”

A senjor intelligence ana-
lyst, who said that he was

certain that the downed.

copters had been shifted, said
that “there has been more
than a little hanky-panky
here.”

In their first interview with
newsmen, the two pilots the
second craft said tonight that
they would never believe the

, Lommunist assertion. That
“they were 15 mile south of
.ﬂtheir course and flying south-
east instead of west when
vthey were fired on. '
1 ,- “No matter what they say,
Y-know we were in the right
place,” said Mark Hotchkiss,

the co-pilot. Mr, Hotchkiss, who

§s..24 years old and is from
Butte, Mont. and the pilot, Hank
d¢- Voll, also 24, who is from

D

the Panama Canal Zone, had
peen United States Army Heli-
copter pilots in Vietndm. They
work for Air American, the
gharter airline used by the in-
ternational commission.

«Mr. de Voll, a slender, boyish-
Yooking man with a mustache,
said that he and the lead heli-
copter had followed precisely
the fixed flight plan given them
by the Provisional Revolution.
&ty Government—from Gio
Linh In eastern Quang Tri west
along Route 9 to Lao Bao. It
was a “beautiful, clear day,

* they sal

“pong captain who had boarded

. airstrip, which ties into route 9

. after they had radioed that the

‘met them offered them no ex-
-planation where they were or

. “They kept urging us to fiy our
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Route of the helicopters
from Gio Linh to Lao Bao

is center of dispute.
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E/ﬂﬁr I{Nevbr\?\?& iéincd Route 9,

with no clouds or haze,” Mr.
de Voll said. o M
Neither Mr. de Voll nor Mr,
Hotchkis had ever flown to
Lao Bao before, but they re-
ported that & Canadian oficer
in the lead helicopter had made
the trip &reviously. In any case,
ald, the lead helicopter
was being navigated by a Viet-
it at Gio Linh to guide it to
Lag Bdoy

Tell of Spotting New Road

Both pilots emphatically de-
nled the assertion of the Pro-

"applied to them,

visional Revolutionary Govern-
iopped following Roats o and
s o) oute 9 an
hacf followed a“groad that the
Communists are constructing,

. which runs southeast back tow-

ard the coast away from Lao
Bao. The fliers said they had
seen the junction in the road
and had continued.to head
west, “without any confusion,”
Mr. de Voll recalied. .

As proof, the pilots noted
that they had passed over the
former United States Marine
base at Khe Sanh and its large

beyond the junction. They had
radioed their position over Khe
Sanh back to the commission
team at Gio Linh, according to
commission officials. There is
no other airstrip in the area.-
About eight minutes later,

were about to begin their
descent to Lao Bao, Mr. de Voll
sald he heard ground fire and
then saw a “dark, dart-like ob-
ject right at the side of the lead
chopper.” It was a heat-secking
Strelia missile, Mr de Voll said,
and it brought the lead heli-
copter to the ground in flames.

Met by Communists

The other machine landed on
the road-——for five hours, the
pilots gaid, the Communist who

what had happened, Then the
Communists began saying that
the fliers had been off course,

chopper out of there—they
wanted to get rid of it.” Mr.
Hutchkiss said. But it had been
100 badly damaged by bullets
to fly, the Americans said,

The Communists drove the
survivors back to Gio Linh the
next day but dit not begin the
trip until dark, saying that ‘it
was cooler to travel at night,”
Mr. de Vol said. .

He said they kept driving off
the road over hills, and then
doubling back along the goad;
“trying to confuse us, I think/’

When they reached the spot
where the Communists said

“they made a big prodaction
telling us this isgthe spot whe::
:ﬁdm': wrong,” Mr, de Voll

According to officials of the
International -commission at
Can Tho, in the Mekong Delta,

ptured NonhMVietmmue

recentl
sald that had never re,-'
ceived any not to fire on
commission aircraft. They were
quoted as saying that they cid
:wt think that the cease-fire
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